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In left photo: Jordana Starr is handed a plate of yummy morsels by Susan & Mark Tansey of Partners Restaurant at the January 31st “Great 
Chefs” fundraiser for The Jimmy Fund. In right photo: Executive Chef Rich Gloster (far right) of HDS Services was just one of the nian> cuti¬ 
nary artists who were on hand to tempt people’s taste buds at the "Great Chefs" event at Chez Josef in Agawam. Advertiser News photo (at left) by Kathy 

Shepard. 

“Great Chefs” raises $60,000 for Jimmy Fund 

by Kathy Shepard 

Feature Editor 

According to Anne Marie Rizzo, regional director of almost too much intim 
The Jimmy Fund of Western Massachusetts/Conn- on a cold winter night, 
ecticut Regional Office, “We exceeded the goal we The “Great Chefs" e 
hoped for, $50,000, and netted $60,000 for The part of the Mt. Tom Sk 
Jimmy Fund as a result of the 2003 ‘Great Chefs’ and jng fundraiser to benf 
‘All That Jazz,’ held at Chez Josef in Agawam on fundraising arm of the 
January 30th. l njtia ll y a sma || ga 

“This year was a learning year. In order to comfort- rants, it grew each su< 
ably fit the thousands of people who attend for the restaurants by 1995. 
benefit of The Jimmy Fund, plans are already in capacity of the Mt. 
motion to place eight restaurants on the upper lounge facilities, so by 1997 
level next year, and to add two additional bars to Jimmy Fund Council 
accommodate the guests," she added. dedicated group of pe 

The decision was made to move “Great Chefs” to who combine their sp 
Chez Josef to regain the event’s original intimacy. It talents and unique : 
was so crowded that many laughed about there being int0 a far-reaching f 


raising network - decided to moved the “Great Chefs" 
event to the Eastern States Exposition. 

By 2002, 43 of the area's finest restaurants were 
participating by serving their signature dishes to over 
1,400 guests. 

According to Rizzo, there were over 1,300 people 
this year. 

SEE GREAT CHEFS - Page 6 


Become a Friend in 2003 


Agawam escapes layoffs 
budget cuts suffered 
by surrounding towns 


The Captain Charles Leonard House - Built 1805 
663 MAIN STREET 

AGAWAM, MASSACHUSETTS 01001 * (413) 786-9421 

The Captain Charles Leonard House STILL NEEDS Y OUR SUPPORT. 
Please, won't you take a moment and fill out the form below and send it 
with your contribution - large or small. It is tax deductible. 

Thank you from the Leonard House trustees. 

“Friends of the Captain Charles Leonard House" 

Application Form 

Amount of Contribution: $_ 

Please make your check payable to: CAPTAIN CHARLES LEONARD HOUSE 

Name_ 

Address __ 


by Kathy Shepard 

Feature Editor 

In the greater context of Governor W. Mitt Romney’s commitment to create no 
more than 1.8 percent overall reduction for any Massachusetts municipality, 
Agawam’s reduction to its Fiscal Year 2002 municipal budget will be managed with¬ 
out any job cuts. 

Mayor Richard A. Cohen plans to maintain a budget freeze that he put in place in 
mid-January 2003 and to postpone certain city projects as a means to balance 
Agawam’s budget by June 30, 2003, the fiscal end of 2002-2003. 

Cohen does not plan to cut any existing city jobs to offset the projected $345,195 
reduction in state aid from the original budget of $59,916,111. 


SEE BUDGET - Page 2 
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BUDGET - from Page 1 

“I am happy to announce there will be no layoffs, no 
interruption in public safety services, and our schools 
will not be affected,” he told Th e Advertiser News. 

Officials, including Superintendent of Schools Dr. 
Mary Czajkowski, Chief of Police Robert Campbell, 
Fire Chief David Pisano, and Superintendent of Public 
Works John Stone, expressed relief. 

In addition to avoiding layoffs, Cohen will not cut 
money from the budget for road or sidewalk repairs 
this fiscal year. 

Cohen told us that, “The 2004 budget is now 
expected to show a shortfall between 10 percent to 20 
percent in addition to cuts previously anticipated, 
according to reports I have had from State 
Representative (Daniel) Keenan and State Senator 
(Linda) Melconian. The Governor is expected to have 
a budget by February 26, 2003 to send to the House." 

The $114 million in local aid cuts statewide, 
announced by Romney on January 29th to cover a 
$650 million budget deficit, has affected other cities 
more harshly. 

Citizens of Agawam stand to be affected indirectly 
as a result of the state budget cuts, however. 
According to the Massachusetts Medical Society, 
Massachusetts has been experiencing a high rate of 
hospital and nursing home bankruptcies for several 
years, due in part to lower Medicaid payments per 
service than those paid to other states. 

Michael J. Daly, chief executive officer of Baystate 
Health System, the parent of Baystate Medical 
Center, told us that Romney’s proposed three to five 
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percent cut in Medicaid reimbursements would cost 
the acute care hospital from $3 million to $5 million a 
year and could force the closing of some financially 
weak hospitals in the state. 

Further, there has been a nursing shortage for sev¬ 
eral years, a problem affecting anyone who needs to 
access hospital or nursing home services. 

Romney visited Agawam on January 30th and was 
welcomed with a standing ovation when he began his 
address at Chez Josef at the Annual Outlook lunch¬ 
eon of the Affiliated Chambers of Commerce of 
Greater Springfield. 

U.S. Representative Richard Neal presented much 
food for thought at the Outlook luncheon, pointing out 
his concerns about the federal budget projections. 
Neal serves on the House Ways and Means 
Committee and the House Budget Committee, and 
one of his concerns is that in January 2001, the 
Congressional Budget Office estimated a 10-year 
budget surplus of $5.6 TRILLION and today, with the 
budget submitted to Congress by President Bush, the 
Budget Office estimates a federal deficit of $361 BIL¬ 
LION in 2003 ALONE, with a deficit to continue to the 
end of the decade. 

Neal stressed that tax cuts should be targeted 
toward tax fairness and tax simplicity, stating, “If tax 
cuts are to be put in place, they should benefit those 
who most need them, the middle class Americans. 
Today, the $700 billion tax cut in President Bush’s plan 
benefits the wealthiest segment of the American pop¬ 
ulation, which is only one percent of all American citi¬ 
zens." 

Although these figures relate to the federal budget, 


LEGAL NOTICE 


LEGAL NOTICE 


TOWN OF AGAWAM 
BOARD OF APPEALS 


Notice is hereby given that the Agawam Board 
of Appeals will hold a public hearing at the Library 
Conference Room, Agawam Public Library, 750 
Cooper Street, Agawam, MA, on Monday, February 
24, 2003, at 6:30 P.M. for all parties interested in 
the appeal of HCRI Massachusetts Properties 
Trust II, which is seeking a Special Permit to 
amend a previous decision (Case #1192) in accor¬ 


dance with Section 180-62 and 180-55 of the 
Zoning Ordinances, which would allow for an 
addition to the existing facility known as Country 
Estates, located at the premises identified as 1200 
Suffield Street. 


Doreen Prouty 
Chairperson 


lecision (Case #1192) in accor- Published: February 13, 2003 

- For the best in local news ... The AANH - 
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the Romney Administration attributes the shortfall to 
drops in interest income and federal reimbursements, 
the way statutory balance is defined, faster than antic¬ 
ipated spending, and under-budgeted liabilities such 
as snow removal costs caused by recent harsh 
weather, and expected declines in tax revenues 
excluding capital gains. Some of these factors can be 
attributed to policies in force at the federal level. 

Neal’s presentation at Chez Josef concluded, “The 
entire Massachusetts Congressional Delegation is 
looking forward to working with Governor Romney 
and his Administration on our common goals. It is crit¬ 
ical in these times of shrinking federal and state 
resources that we work together. Partisanism is a real¬ 
ity in political life, but at the end of the day, we are all 
in public service for the same reasons.” 

On a different note, the Romney Administration 
also announced a municipal relief package which 
would give cities and towns more flexibility. The pack¬ 
age takes aim at burdensome state regulations and 
mandates that make it difficult for mayors and select¬ 
men to manage their local budgets. The package, 
dubbed HELP (Help Ease Local Pressure), was put 
together by Lieutenant Governor Kerry Healy to help 
offset reductions in state aid to cities and towns. 

According to a press release dated January 30, 
2003, Healy “spent the last two weeks soliciting input 
from more than 300 local officials representing over 
80 cities and towns." The legislative package came on 
the heels of two new initiatives that provide local relief 
on the transportation front - "Communities First," 
which allows for more local input in road design of 
road projects, and “Fit It First,” which focuses state 
dollars on repairing local roads and bridges. 


Want to keep up on all the latest 
news in Agawam and Feeding 
Hills? Then be sure to subscribe 
to The Agawam Advertiser 
News! A one-year subscription 
costs only $26, so mail your 
check today to “The Advertiser 
News,” P.O. Box 263, 
Feeding Hills, MA 01030. 



stroii 10014 from Three-Poiot Range 


At the Canary Blomstrom Insurance Agency, we 
make sure: 

• you have the right coverage 

• you get it at the right price 

• you get the best service in the game 
100% of the time. 

How does your insurance company do from this 
three-point range? Can you afford less than 100%? 
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868 Springfield Street 


Feeding Hills, MA 01030 
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FAX: 786-7004 
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www.canaryblomstrom.com 
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Park Square Realty 




Pirk Announcing The Opening Of Our New Office 
QUHie Located At 345 North Westfield Street 
LlRealty Feeding Hills, MA 


*5 


Now is the perfect time for a high tech, local¬ 
ly owned and established Real Estate Team in 
the Agawam, Feeding Hills, Southwick area. 

We feel selling or buying a home is about 
people, knowledge and service. Our experi¬ 
enced team is well-equipped to provide exact¬ 
ly what you need. 

At Park Square Realty, we want to maintain 
our personal touch and our promise is as 
always, professional service. 


Park Square Realty was established in 1987 
and has always maintained an excellent rep¬ 
utation in Westfield, Southwick and sur¬ 
rounding areas. Our owner lives here and is 
accountable to the community. We have over 
120 years of combined Real Estate service 
and experience in our Agawam/Feeding 
Hills location. 

Our team includes many familiar faces that 
we are sure you will recognize. Why choose 
an agent when you can pick a team? 



Barry Boccasile 
Broker/ Manager/ Recruiter 
747-4980 


Peggy Lis-Barone 
Residential Broker 
Mass./ Conn. License 
747-4919 


Kevin Lohnes 
Commercial/ Investment 
Residential Sales 
755-2420 


Susan Berselli 
Residential Sales 
Mass./ Conn. License 
748-6149 



Betsy St. Pierre 
Residential Specialist 
263-3522 


Angela Cross-Gilligan 
Residential Specialist 
747-6098 


Kim Landry 
Residential Specialist 
748-7580 


Judy Murphy 
Residential Specialist 
263-0305 





Gayle Paul 

Residential Specialist 
263-0370 


Paul Montefusco 
Residential Specialist 
750-0949 


Lisa Pentz 

Residential Specialist 
263-3927 


Kimberly Baitler 
Residential Specialist 
755-2517 


Park Square Realty 

Agawam/ Feeding Hills 
(413) 789-9830 


Park Square Realty 

After Hours 
(413) 263-3622 


Park Square Realty 

Westfield 
(413) 568-9226 
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Thanks to the people of Sacred 
Heart for years of support 

To the Editor: 

An open letter to the 
people of Sacred Heart: 

On February 3rd, Kathy Patterson and I were 
informed by letter that our positions were being elimi¬ 
nated. I want to take this opportunity to thank the 
many teachers, parents, and students that I have 
encountered in the 19 years of the “I am special" pro¬ 
gram. 

Those years were very special to me and the chil¬ 
dren. Out of that program came the Christmas Eve 
children's pageant. To the teachers and parents who 
helped in any way, thank you from the bottom of my 
heart. To the many parents who worked with me for 
five years on the “youth program," the parents who 
transported children to activities, gave of themselves 
to the yearly camping trips to Camp Holy Cross and 
were very supportive in all we did, you hold a very 
special place in my heart. 

These were special moments with our preteens 
and teens and because of your caring, I know they will 
be better adults. To the teachers in the Religious 
Education program, I want to thank you for the won¬ 
derful job you have and are doing. Your commitment 
has made it easier for Kathy and me to do our work. I 
know that Kathy and I really appreciate all your many 
hours of service. 

We both will miss seeing your happy faces each 
week. It is with a heavy, grateful heart that we say 
good-bye and best of luck. 

Sinerely, 
Alma Benton 
Feeding Hills 

Kathy Patterson and Alma 
Benton will be missed 

To the Editor: 

I would like to personally thank Kathy Patterson 
and Alma Benton for their hard work and dedication to 
the CCD program at Sacred Heart Church. 

I first met Alma when my son started in the "I Am 
Special” program at three years-old. He was scared 
at first, but Alma assured me that he would be fine. I 
left to attend Mass, and to my surprise, he was fine 
and enjoyed the program. He wanted to share every¬ 
thing he learned. When he attended Mass and he saw 
Alma, he wanted to cross the aisle to shake her hand 
when offering peace. 

As he grew older and became more involved in 
CCD, I came to know Kathy Patterson. I learned very 
quickly how genuinely caring she was towards these 
young children. My daughter started CCD in the “I Am 
Special" program with Alma and very much enjoyed it, 
also. 

I started teaching in the “I Am Special” program 
and worked closely with Alma. We had many memo¬ 
rable times with the students through activities, pro¬ 
grams, and the Christmas Pageant. Kathy, though not 
actively involved in the program, was there to praise 
and support the children. 

Through the many years we have been involved in 
CCD, Kathy and Alma have shown a great under¬ 
standing for the young people. Through conflicts and 
difficult times, their support allowed my two children to 
continue in CCD. My children came to admire and 
trusth both Kathy and Alma. This is very important 
when trying to encourage teenagers to continue in 
CCD and practice their Faith. 

In closing, I, as a parent and former CCD teacher, 
want to express my appreciation for your sincere 
efforts in making our CCD program a success. 

Teresa Holl 
Feeding Hills 
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Rent-a-Spouse thanks 
many generous townspeople 

To the Editor: 

In November, a small contributions campaign 
began in memory of Paul Gibbs, Jr., a very special 
customer of Rent-a-Spouse. Paul was 42 years old 
and much too young to leave his family and friends. 
He was diagnosed with kidney/renal cell cancer in 
2000. His battle came to a quiet end with his family by 
his side in October 2002. 

Like many of us, Paul and his wife, Denise, didn’t 
plan to fail, but failed to plan. Most of us don't assume 
a tragedy such as a terminal illness will be a part of 
our lives. Unfortunately, Paul never purchased mort¬ 
gage insurance or life insurance. Denise was left with 
an enormous older home in need of many structural 
repairs. 

The employees of Rent-a-Spouse offered to 
donate their time and labor to complete the repairs 
and renovations. To date, we have raised over $500 
in monetary gifts and a generous donation from Home 
Depot. Home Depot has agreed to supply all the paint 
needed for the renovations. 

We would like to thank the following generous indi¬ 
viduals who have helped in this campaign: 

Karent Potenaude, Monson; Judy Dowd, Westfield; 
Ellen Freeman, Westfield; Mark Lapienski, Agawam; 
Peter & Carol Clark, Agawam; Debra Mainolfi, West 
Springfield; George & JoAnne Lamson, Agawam; 
Kathy Kane, Agawam; Sue Avondo, Agawam; Russell 
& Pam Finer, Longmeadow; Jennifer & Paul 
Tremblay, East Longmeadow; Mary & Vincent 
Breglio, Agawam; Paul & Susan Meunier, Feeding 
Hills; The Needhams, Springfield; Christine 
Cokkinias, Agawam; Vaughn Terrio, Southwick; 
Tammy Clesla, Leverett; Frank DeGeorge, and 
Maximum Pawn Company. 

Because of these wonderful people, the work at 6 
Belmont Street, Westfield began on February 12th at 
10:00 a.m. 

Sincerely, 
Nancy J.G. O’Hare 
Rent-a-Spouse, LLP 

Jill Simpson should be 
retained as Sub-comm. Chair 

To the Editor: 

It seems the City Council has removed Mrs. Jill 
Simpson as Chairperson of the sub-committee for the 
Agawam School Budget. I oppose this change. Sub¬ 
committee leadership does change, but with the pres¬ 
ent cutbacks facing the schools, I support retaining 
Mrs. Simpson as the person to chair this sub-commit¬ 
tee. She has not only years of experience as a 
"bridge" between the two elected bodies of City 
Council and School Committee, but she brings to the 
sub-committee an understanding of financial respon¬ 
sibility as a Council member while recognizing the 
needs of the school system, not only as a parent, but 
as an educator. 

As a former School Committee member, I sat 
opposite Mrs. Simpson during school committee 
budget meetings. While I did not always agree with 
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Mrs. Simpson’s views, I must say I ALWAYS found her 
to be well prepared and ready to ask tough questions 
on the School Budget. She had always “completed 
her homework.” I cannot say the same for many of the 
current councilors. And that includes their “Council 
Packet” information! 

A sub-committee member criticized Mrs. Simpson 
for her lack of knowledge regarding the Mayor’s 
request for cuts and subsequent finding of additional 
funds for the schools. I thought there were several 
members on the sub-committee, not just one. To 
blame only the Chair would be like blaming the 
Council President for all of the problems facing the 
Council. There is a bit of “memory loss" on the num¬ 
ber of times the Council has not only NOT known 
about the Mayor’s funds available (example: Mr. 
DePalma’s settlement), but the constant inability to 
get answers to their various questions. I did not hear 
anyone ask to remove the Council President. In a 
world where everyone has their “special interests,” I 
can honestly say that Mrs. Simpson’s "special inter¬ 
ests” as far as the School Budget Sub-committee is 
concerned is the wise spending of city funds for the 
best education of the Agawam students. 

I implore the parents and educators to petition the 
Agawam Council leadership to retain a Chairperson 
to the School Budget Sub-committee who is well 
versed in the laws and needs of the school system. 
You must not only know cuts must be made, but you 
must have the knowledge and experience to know 
WHERE AND HOW the School Budget is least 
impacted for the children of Agawam ... ALL the chil¬ 
dren of Agawam. 

Finally, if, as the sub-committee member indicated, 
the entire sub-committee was unhappy with Mrs. 
Simpson’s performance regarding the previous cuts, 
why wait so long to address the concerns? Robert’s 
Rules provides procedures for resolving these issues. 
There is no need to wait for ... what? ... an election 
year? 

Louise R.C. David 
Feeding Hills 

Governor Romney waging 
war on most vulnerable 

To the Editor: 

With the drumbeat for war with Iraq in the back¬ 
ground, our Commonwealth is waging its own kind of 
war - this one with the elderly, the poor, the disabled. 
How is it that the “War on Poverty" has been replaced 
with “War on Those Most vulnerable Among Us?” 

In his speech last week, Governor Romney 
claimed he was protecting services for the “poor and 
elderly"; yet, the draconian cuts proposed to the 
Division of Medical Assistance and its Mass. Health 
Program - by its very definition a program for the poor 
and elderly - give lie to his words. 

Persons with disabilities also seem to not fit the 
Governor’s definition of "vulnerable.” Romney 
spokeswoman Shawn Faddeman states that 
Governor Romney’s job is to be a voice for the fami¬ 
lies of Massachusetts. If that is true, then the one in 
five families affected by mental illness should be lis- 


SEE LETTERS - Page 5 
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LETTERS - from Page 4 

tened to among the many others who are being 
affected by these cuts. Our NAMI (National Alliance 
for the Mentally III) of Western Mass, office in 
Agawam is being inundated with calls from people 
frightened to death of the closing of Day Treatment 
Programs - programs used by people who formerly 
would be confined in hospitals and institutions; the 
Joss of Mass. Health insurance; emergency detox 
programs; loss of special school and residential serv¬ 
ices for children, and so much more. 

No, Romney is not being a voice for the families of 
Massachusetts. With 40 percent of the $343 million in 
cuts impacting social and health programs, including 
the HIV/AIDS bureau, people with mental retardation, 
people with mental illness, the elderly, the blind, and 
other vulnerable populations, it is clear that once 
again the State is trying to resolve its fiscal crisis on 
the backs of those who can least afford it. 
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department heads, I will fund the deficit from the city 
side of the budget for the remainder of the fiscal year. 

Very truly yours, 
Richard A. Cohen 
Mayor 

Superintendent praises 
Mayor Cohen for support 

To the Editor: 

Dear Mayor Cohen: 

I wish to thank you for your continued cooperation 
and support of the Agawam Public Schools, especial¬ 
ly during these difficult fiscal times. Your decision not 
to disrupt the School Department budget for the 
remainder of this academic year is commendable and 
attests to your integrity as a leader who is committed 
to sustaining the educational progress that we have 
made to date. 


Page 5 

of these toxins. For those of you who think that you’re 
not affected, pray that the wind doesn’t blow your 
way. 

Mike DelNegro 
Agawam 

Congratulations to Dan 
Keenan on appointment 

To the Editor: 

I would like to publicly congratulate State 
Representative Daniel Keenan on his recent appoint¬ 
ment as Chairman to the newly-formed Committee on 
Medicaid. 

Representative Keenan has continually worked 
hard representing the best interests of all of 
Agawam’s residents, and I am sure with his new 
appointment, he will be “Agawam’s Champion” in the 
vital area of health care. 


It is my hope that the citizens of the 
Commonwealth will not be deceived into thinking that 
these are just necessary budget cuts which do not 
have a face. These cuts, do not be fooled, are direct¬ 
ed at people in our communities - our neighbors, our 
friends, our families. The quality of their lives - indeed, 
in some cases their lives themselves - right now hang 
in the balance. Who will intervene now to stop this 
outrageous assault? 

We need to remember that in the end we will be 
judged by how we treat the most vulnerable among 
us. Please call or write to Governor Romney and your 
legislators in Boston and help prevent this egregious 
assault. 

Janice (D’Amours) White 
Feeding Hills 
NAMI of Western Mass. 

2nd Vice President 

Mayor to address 
budget cuts on city side 

To the Editor: 

Please be informed that l have worked with the 
Superintendent of Schools, Assistant Superintendent 
for Business/Human Resources, Auditor and Town 
Treasurer to come to a fair and equitable solution to 
our reduction in state aid. The Superintendent has 
been very cooperative in researching the school 
budget as to how the schools can respond to this 
problem. 

As Mayor and Chairperson of the School 
Committee, I have concluded that I do not wish to dis¬ 
rupt the School 
Department budget 
and the progress the 
schools have made in 
so many areas for the 
schoolchildren of 
Agawam, it is my opin¬ 
ion that consideration 
of laying off teachers 
or stopping programs 
midway in the school 
year would be detri¬ 
mental to the school- 
children of Agawam. 

In anticipation of 
the Governor’s local 
aid reductions, I insti¬ 
tuted a spending 
freeze on previous 
years’ appropriations 
carried forward for 
projects for which lia¬ 
bilities had not been 
incurred and third 
party rights not affect¬ 
ed, i.e., no contract 
had been executed. 

These appropriations 
have been closed. 

Therefore, based 
on my review of the 
city side of the budget 
and institution of the 
current year spending 
freeze with the coop¬ 
eration of the city 


Looking ahead to FY’04, we know difficult times 
await us. However, I am confident that we can face 
this challenge together and continue to put children 
first. Again, on behalf of the students, parents, staff, 
and administration of the Agawam Public Schools, I 
thank you for funding the FY’03 deficit from the city 
side of the budget. 

Yours in education, 
Dr. Mary A. Czajkowski 
Superintendent of Schools 

What comes from Berkshire 
Power is not “pure oxygen” 

To the Editor: 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank 
Berkshire Power for the mammoth plume in the sky 
on a cold winter night, and the soothing hum on a 
warm summer night. I would also like to thank them 
for the ballfields with the free electric lighting so that 
we can have night games; the picnic groves; and let’s 
not forget the lower electric bills for our senior citi¬ 
zens. 

Berkshire Power truly is a good neighbor. Did you 
know that they now have permission to burn oil? You 
realize that under oil-firing, a plant will release tenfold 
the amount of pollutants than under natural gas-firing. 

But, who cares? After all, they offer us free trees on 
Earth Day and have an annual golf tournament. They 
are also very generous to local clubs and organiza¬ 
tions. 

The plant does not spew out "pure oxygen" into the 
atmosphere. The host community will absorb the bulk 


Very truly yours, 
Richard A. Cohen 
Mayor 

Democratic Comm, 
announces upcoming 
public discussions 

The Agawam Democratic Committee is pleased to 
announce that it will be offering a series of discus¬ 
sions on topics of interest to the general community. 

The first topic in this new series will be "Discussion 
of the Community Preservation Act and How Our 
Preservation Taxes Will Be Used.” Guest speakers at 
this meeting will be David Cecchi, chairman of the 
Agawam Historical Commission and member of the 
Community Preservation Committee, and Louis 
Russo, vice-chairman of the Community Preservation 
Committee. 

The public is invited to attend this meeting, which 
will be held on Wednesday, March 5th, at 7:30 p.m. in 
the Community Room of the Agawam Public Library. 
A question-and-answer period will follow the speak¬ 
ers' talks. Light refreshments will be provided. 

Those interested in learning more about the 
Agawam Democratic Committee are also invited to 
attend the Committee’s regularly scheduled business 
meeting, which will be held at the same location at 
7:00 p.m. (a half-hour prior to the Community 
Preservation Act discussion). 


@ Westlink Online Banking 


Pay bills, not fees. 


Free Web Bill Pay 


2f Pay anyone, anyplace, anytime—online 
Make one-time or recurring payments 
Receive bills via e-mail 
0 Safe, secure and reliable 

[Vf Funds deducted on stated payment date—not 3-7 days in advance 

To get FREE Web Bill Pay, stop by any of our seventeen convenient offices 
and enroll in Westlink Online Banking today. And pay bills, not fees. 
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GREAT CHEFS - from Page 1 

“Redhook Ale Brewery of Portsmouth, New 
Hampshire, and Williams Distributing were the 2003 
‘Great Chefs’ sponsors," she stated, noting, “Their 
partnership extended beyond their financial support, 
which was extremely generous. They helped to 
enhance the quality of the event in many ways, 
including providing our signage, volunteer pins, and 
much more.” 

The money raised at this annual high-profile event 
- through corporate and media sponsors, individual 
ticket sales, an auction and raffle, and in-kind dona¬ 
tions - supports new research and treatment proce¬ 
dures at the Dana-Farber Institute. 

Since October 1981, The Jimmy Fund Council of 
Western Massachusetts has raised over $3 million. 
The council includes several individuals from 
Agawam, including Korby & Peter Clark, Sue 
DeCosmo, Rich Gloster, Tom Mathes, and Steven 
Stark. Another council member, Dan Murphy, owns a 
company in Agawam. 

Other council members are Joe Assad, Jerry Azia, 
Mark Bajek, Nickie Bajek, Domenic Battista, Michele 
Battista, Tom Burke, Rich Chase, Andrew Cohen, 
Anthony Frasco, Ron Gordenstein, Margie Hambro, 
Elaine Henshon, Scott Hoffman, Diane lannuzzi- 
Massaro, Michael Katz, Adrian Levsky, Ginny Levsky, 
Tom Lilly, Dave Madsen, Bill Meara, Doug Mellis, 
Stuart Meyers, Stacey Nath-Vinick, Candy Oyler, 
Marc Packin, Catherine Pappas, Michael Paysnick, 
Barbara Sadowsky, Jim Sadowsky, Ellen Shapiro, 
Gail Suchy, Jim Vinick, Dan Williams, Kim Zachary, 
Paula Zimmer, and Peter Zimmer. 

“Gold" sponsors included Career and Technical 
Education Center - LPVEC and Kittredge Equipment 
Company; “silver” sponsors were Bacon and Wilson, 
PC, Kent Pecoy and Sons Construction Co., Inc., and 
People’s Bank; and “bronze" sponsors were Century 
Investment Company and The Ranch Golf Club. 
Friends of The Jimmy Fund included Joel I. Bessoff, 
M.D., Broadway Office Interiors, Conrad Fafard, Inc., 
and Drs. Matthews and Epstein. 

The reasons people atttend “Great Chefs" are for 
The Jimmy Fund, the great food, and the friendship, 
according to Rizzo: “We estimate that 85 percent 
came as guests of the council, guests of the spon¬ 
sors, and guests of the restaurateurs, and 15 percent 
came through electronic and print media." 

She continued, “Mix 93.1 FM, WHYN AM Talk 
Radio 560, WPKX (KIX Radio) 97.9, and The Zone 
640 AM Sports Radio were our media sponsors, 
donating ads for six weeks prior to the ‘Great Chefs’ 
event. They were incredibly generous." 

Special thanks were extended to those who donat¬ 
ed goods and services, and for those who volun¬ 
teered. Great appreciation goes out to the restaura¬ 
teurs who provided some of the area’s finest cuisine: 

Cerrato’s Pastry Shop, Chandler’s Restaurant, 
Chez Josef, Connecticut Culinary Institute, 
Currents Restaurant and Bar, Elegant Affairs, 
Elmcrest Country Club, Fazio’s Ristorante, 
Frigo’s Gourmet Food and Catering, Fusion Cafe, 
HDS Services, Hofbrauhaus, Horizons Restaurant 
and Bar. 

La Cucina di Pinocchio, Leon’s Restaurant, 
Max’s Grill, Montana’s Steak House, Newport 
Coffee Traders, Olive Oil’s, Partners Restaurant, 
Pintu’s Indian Restaurant, Rinaldi’s Italian 
Specialities, Inc., Salvatore’s Restaurant, School 
Street Bistro, Sitar Indian Restaurant, The 
Delaney Hosue, The Log Cabin. 

The Lord Jeffrey Inn, Elijah Boltwood’s Tavern 
and the Windowed Hearth Restaurant, The Magic 
Bus, The Prime Steakhouse, Peter’s Grille, White 
Glove Caterers, Yankee Pedlar Inn, and more. 

Each year, the event’s volunteer planning commit¬ 
tee selects a new theme for the celebration, and par¬ 
ticipating restaurants and caterers create elaborate 
decorations and dishes that complement the theme. 
For example, Chez Josef served champagne through 
an ice sculpture of a saxophone. 

Already, area residents are getting excited about 
next year’s "Great Chefs” - with good reason! For fur¬ 
ther information about The Jimmy Fund, call (888) 
546-6938. 
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Kaila Larivee and Nicolas Pugliano serve a dish from Olive Oil’s table to Marilyn DePalma. 

Advertiser News photos by Kathy Shepard. 


In left photo: Agawam Town Councilor Lowell McLane and his wife, Abbe, were In a festive 
mood at the “Great Chefs” and “All That Jazz,” held at Chez Josef on Friday, January 31st. In 
right photo: Timothy Cummings of Chez Josef pours champagne for a guest from an ice sculp¬ 
ture in the shape of a saxophone. Advertiser News photos by Kathy Shepard. 


-ADVERTISER NEWS - 


“MAY WE HELP YOU???”: Nelson Lacey, Timothy Cummings, and Marcel Ouimet from the 
Chez Josef table were pleased to serve the attendfundraiser. Advertiser News photo by Kathy Shepard. 
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- Obituaries - 


BERNARD A. BABCOCK, SR. 

Bernard A. Babcock, Sr., 87, of Palmer, died 
recently after a long illness. Born in Springfield, MAon 
March 4, 1915, he grew up in Agawam, MA and was 
a graduate of that town’s high school. He then lived in 
Southwick for 42 years before moving to Palmer 10 
years ago. He and his wife wintered in Riverview, FL 
for the past 20 years. He was a former communicant 
of Our Lady of the Lake Church in Southwick, and 
served as its sexton for many years. After moving to 
Palmer, he attended St. Thomas Church in Palmer. 
He worked for Strathmore Paper Co. in West 
Springfield for 40 years, retiring in 1973 as assistant 
superintendent. 

He was also a member of that company’s 25 Year 
Club. He loved gardening, golfing, and dancing, and 
dabbled in plant breeding. He was also a lifetime 
member of the Pioneer Valley Ceramic Assoc., and a 
long-time member of the Southwick Lions Club. 

He is survived by his wife of 64 years, Cecile 
(Bleau) Babcock; a son, Bernard A. Babcock, Jr. of 
Corpus Christi, TX; two daughters, Frances B. Allen of 
Southwick and Kathleen C. Sacco of Belchertown; 
three sisters, Ruth Newell of CT, Helen LaMothe of 
Belchertown, and Arlene Myers of West Springfield; 
10 grandchildren; and eight great-grandchildren. The 
funeral was held at the Beers & Story Funeral Home 
and St. Thomas Church (both in Palmer), with burial 
to be held in the spring in Southwick Cemetery. 
Donations may be made to either the Palmer Food 
Share, 39 Walnut St., or the Palmer Ambulance 
Service, Shearer St. Ext., Palmer, MA 01069. 

ARTHUR J. BEAUVAIS 

Arthur J. “Chip” Beauvais, 44, of 112 Mill St., 
Agawam, died recently in Mercy Hospital. Born in 
Springfield, he was the son of Arthur V. & Theresa A. 
(Domke) Beauvais. He graduated from Agawam High 
School in 1976 and had lived in Agawam for most of 
his life. He was the former owner of A.J. Marine Sales 
Company, and for many years he worked at Bassett 
Boat Company as a salesperson. He was a member 
of the West Springfield Fish and Game Club, and 
enjoyed spending time with his son being active in 
Wlotocross in Southwick and riding motorcycles. 

He was predeceased by his father, Arthur V. 
Beauvais, in 1979. He is survived by his mother, 
Theresa A. (Domke) Beauvais; a son, Dustin Rivard 
Beauvais of Turners Falls; a brother and his wife, 
Victor A. & Julie Beauvais of Agawam; his sisters and 
their husbands, Theresa & Anthony Farina of 
Montgomery, and Joanne & Richard Bucilla of Boston; 
five nieces; and three nephews. The funeral was held 
at the Agawam Curran-Jones Funeral Home and St. 
John the Evangelist Church (also in Agawam), with 
burial in Springfield Street Cemetery. Memorial contri¬ 
butions may be made to the Dustin Rivard Beauvais 
Educational Fund, c/o Westfield Bank, 655 Main St., 
Agawam, MA 01001. 

ALBERT G. FARLAND 

Albert G. Farland, 85, of Agawam and a former 
long-time resident of Springfield, died on Friday, 
February 7th. He was employed for 40 years as a rail¬ 
road conductor for the Boston & Maine Railroad in 
Springfield, retiring in 1977. Born in Springfield on 
December 5, 1917, he was a son of the late George 
A. & Mary (Redding) Farland. He was a graduate of 
the former Springfield Technical High School, and 
lived in Springfield until he moved to Agawam in 1993. 
He was a communicant of Sacred Heart Church in 
Springfield, and a member of the United 
Transportation Union. He was also a member of the 
John Boyle O’Reilly Club in Springfield, and the West 
Springfield Knights of Columbus Council 2212. 

He was predeceased by his wife of 60 years, Velma 
E. (Durant) Farland, on July 17, 2001; a brother, 
Edward F. Farland; and a sister, Helen Garelli. He 
leaves his son, the Rev. George A. Farland, Pastor of 
Sacred Heart Church in Springfield; a daughter, 
Patricia A. Foard, and her husband, James, of East 
Longmeadow; his grandchildren, James F. Foard, Jr. 
and his wife, Michelle, of Longmeadow, and Deborah 
Makuch and her husband, Craig, of Hampden, MA; a 
great-grandson, James F. Foard III; many nephews 
and nieces; and a cousin, Janet Seaton of 
Longmeadow. 

The funeral was held at the church and St. Pierre 
Funeral Chapels, with burial in St. Michael’s Cemetery 


(all in Springfield). Memorial donations may be made 
in his memory to the Sacred Heart Church Renovation 
Fund, 395 Chestnut St., Springfield, MA 01104. 

ALBERT F. GAGLIARDUCCI, SR. 

Albert "Fat” F. Gagliarducci, 83, of Agawam, died 
recently at Country Estates Nursing Home. Born on 
March 5, 1919 in Springfield, he was the son of the 
late Constantino & Marie (Cellilli) Gagliarducci. He 
was the owner of Lake Lorraine Beach in Springfield, 
and ran the concession and clubhouse for 15 years. 
He also owned Al’s Notion House in Springfield for 20 
years, a toy and jewelry store, and enjoyed donating 
toys from his business to Brightside and many other 
children’s organizations (thousands of underprivileged 
children benefited from his generosity). He also 
worked for the former Perkins Machine & Gear in 
West Springfield for six years. 

He is survived by his wife, Angelina (Frasca) 
Gagliarducci; his son, Albert F. Jr. (Al Gag, WGGB 
News 40), and his wife, Rosemary, of Agawam; his 
daughter, Marlene A. Christy, and her husband, 
George, also of Agawam; three grandchildren, Tegan 
Kimball and her husband, Jeffery, Kimberly Jubb and 
her husband, Patrick, and Albert Gagliarducci; two 
great-grandchildren, Ariana Marie Kimball and Noah 
James Jubb; and two brothers, Benjamin of 
Wilbraham and Frank of West Springfield. 

The funeral was held at the Colonial-Forastiere 
Funeral Home of Agawam and Our Lady of Mt. 
Carmel Church of Springfield, with burial in St. 
Michael’s Cemetery (also in Springfield). Memorial 
contributions may be made to the Alzheimer’s 
Association, P.O. Box 2873, Springfield, MA 01101- 
2873. 

REV. ANDREW KARAS 

Reverend Father Andrew Karas, 76, of 420 Main 
St., Agawam, died recently in Baystate Medical 
Center. He had served many Orthodox parishes in the 
eastern United States and Canada (including 
Springfield and Webster), retiring in 2001. He was 
active in St. George Greek Orthodox Church, 
Springfield, and was a member of the Ahepa Society. 
He was born on July 22, 1926 in Lamia, Greece. He 
fought with the Greek Resistance during WWII, and 
later served in the Greek Army. He immigrated to 
America in 1955, and was ordained as a Greek 
Orthodox priest in 1963. 

He was predeceased by his mother, Sofia; his 
father, Aristedes; and a brother, Demetrios. He is sur¬ 
vived by two sons, Arthur Karas of New Britain, CT, 
and Walter Karas and his wife, Carmen, of Raleigh, 


NC; a daughter, Mary Angeletti and her husband, 
Anthony Jr., of Westfield; and a grandson, Anthony 
Angeletti III of Westfield. The funeral was held at St. 
George Greek Orthodox Church, with burial in Oak 
Grove Cemetery in Springfield. The Colonial 
Forastiere Funeral Home of Agawam was in charge of 
the arrangements. Memorial contributions may be 
made to the American Diabetes Association, P.O. Box 
2680, North Canton, OH 44720. 

WILLIS N. LANG 

Willis N. Lang, 84, formerly of Skyline Trail, 
Chester, a retired self-employed mechanic for many 
years, died recently in the Holyoke Soldiers’ Home. 
He retired in 1975. Born in Danvers, MAon March 21, 
1918, he was the son of the late Albert & Viola (Lord) 
Lang. He lived in Chester for 33 years, coming from 
Feeding Hills (where he lived for 29 years). He was 
the proprietor of Bill’s Car Service in Southwick for 20 
years. He was a mechanic and truck driver for 
Osborne Gaugh Trucking in Southwick for 18 years, 
and he also worked at Pioneer Dairy in Southwick for 
three years as a milk pasteurizer. He was a life mem¬ 
ber at the VFW Post 6645 in Russell, MA. He was a 
staff sergeant in the U.S. Army in the Philippines, 
serving in WWII. 

He leaves his former wife, Marjorie B. Barnes; a 
son, Charles Lang of Montague; two daughters, Diana 
Lyons and son-in-law Leonard of West Springfield, 
and Sandra Iserman and son-in-law Ralph of 
Westfield; eight grandchildren; and seven great¬ 
grandchildren. A private memorial service will be held 
in the spring, and the O’Brien Hilltown Community 
Funeral Home of Huntington is in charge of the 
arrangements. Donations may be made to the 
Shriners Hospital for Children, 516 Carew St., 
Springfield, MA 01104, or to the Holyoke Soldiers’ 
Home, 110 Cherry Street, Holyoke, MA 01040. 

TERESA MILLER 

Teresa "T.J.” Miller, 52, of Agawam, lost her long 
and valiant battle with breast cancer on Tuesday, 
February 6th, at her home. She was a self-employed, 
gifted artisan and designer who had touched many 
lives. 

She is survived by two children, Natalie 
Damschroder of Mechanicsburg, PA, and Andrew 
Jacobus of Dallas, TX; her granddaughters, Dakota 
and McKenna Damschroder; her sisters, Mary 
Raffenetti of West Springfield, and Diane Miller of 
Stafford, VA; and her brother, Russell Miller of Tyler, 


SEE OBITUARIES - Page 8 



Every funeral service deserves to be truly memorable, (lawlessly 
planned, and correct to the smallest derail. The families of our com¬ 
munity have long turned to us because we give every funeral service 
that kind of respect. In fact, giving our best is simply the way we do 
everything hem. That can go a long way toward providing real com¬ 
fort for the families we serve. And we think that makes our funeral 
home a special place indeed. 

(annul join's 

FUNERAL ! HOMES 

745 Cooper Street, Agawam 

T.J. O’Brien - Director Joseph D. Curran - Director 

781=7706 
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Melconian informs 
public about circuit 
breaker tax relief 

Provides tax relief for senior citizens 
who own or rent property 

Senator Linda J. Melconian (D-Springfield) is 
pleased to inform Massachusetts senior citizens that 
they may be eligible to receive a tax credit from the 
state if their property tax payments exceed 10 percent 
of their annual income and they meet certain income 
requirements. 

‘‘Due to the nature of our state’s fiscal crisis, many 
cities and towns will be forced to override Proposition 
2-1/2 in the upcoming months and thereby increase 
property taxes to secure funding for local services," 
Senator Melconian said. “The Circuit Breaker tax 
credit will alleviate the additional tax burden that an 
override would force upon senior citizens by providing 
dollar-for-dollar tax credits when property taxes reach 
a certain percentage of income. This will enable sen¬ 
iors to support the funding of social service programs 
in their communities without worrying about the per¬ 
sonal impact of a property tax increase. 

Commonly known as the "Circuit Breaker” tax cred¬ 
it because it is triggered like an electrical circuit break¬ 
er when property taxes for seniors exceed 10 percent 
of their annual income, the credit is available to any 
Massachusetts resident over the age of 65 who owns 
or rents property in Massachusetts as their primary 
residence. 

Eligible tax filers must pay their full property taxes, 
but they will receive a dollar credit for every dollar 
their property tax, as well as certain water and sewer 
bills, exceeds 10 percent of their income up to a $790 
credit maximum. Seniors who rent their homes can 
also take advantage of the same dollar-for-dollar 
credit if 25 percent of their annual rent exceeds 10 
percent of their annual income. Last year, over 24,000 
seniors used the Circuit Breaker credit, saving them¬ 
selves approximately $8.1 million in property taxes. 

Those who wish to claim the credit must have an 
annual income of $42,000 or less if they are a single 
filer, $53,000 or less if they file as head of household, 
and $63,000 or less if they file jointly. Residents who 
are married filing separately, are claimed as a 
dependent by another tax-filer, receive a direct feder¬ 
al subsidy for housing costs, live in a property tax 
exempt residence, or own property which has been 
assessed at a value of $425,000 or more are not eli¬ 
gible for the credit. 

In order to receive the tax credit, residents must fill 
out a 2002 Massachusetts state income tax return 
before April 15, 2003, even if he/she owes no income 
tax. 

For more information about the Circuit Breaker tax 
credit, please call the Massachusetts Department of 
Revenue Customer Service Bureau toll free at 1-800- 
392-6089 or visit the Department of Revenue website 
at www.mass.gov/dor . 

Ag. Democratic 
Comm, plans caucus 

The Agawam Democratic Committee will hold its 
caucus to elect delegates to the 2003 Massachusetts 
Democratic State Convention. The convention will be 
held on Saturday, June 7th at the Paul E. Tsongas 
Arena in Lowell. 

Registered Democrats wishing to run must be at 
the Agawam Public Library on Saturday, Feb. 22nd at 
11:00 a.m. Registration will be closed at 11:15 a.m. 

Sixteen delegates (eight women and eight men) 
and six alternates (three women and three men) will 
be elected. 


***** 

Our office will be open on Presidents’ 
Day (Monday ; February 17th) ... 
Advertiser News!!! 
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APPROVED 
ZONE CHANGE 
CITY OF AGAWAM 

IN THE YEAR TWO THOUSAND THREE 
SPRINGFIELD STREET AND SINGLE FAMILY 
EXEMPTION ZONING AMENDMENTS 
AS FOLLOWS: 

Owner: LONE COYOTE REALTY TRUST 
1325 SPRINGFIELD STREET, AGAWAM 
PARCEL “A” DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS 
Beginning at the northwesterly corner of Parcel 
“A” and at the northeasterly corner of Parcel “B”, 
said point being south 150 feet southerly from the 
southerly side of Springfield Street; thence run¬ 
ning S82-41-52E for a distance of 217.31 feet to a 
point; thence running S13-E for a distance of 
117.32 feet to a point; thence runnng N83-03-27W 
for a distance of 259.68 feet to a point, said point 
being the South East corner of Parcel “B”; thence 
continuing along westerly sideline of Parcel B 
111.58 feet to the point of beginning. Parcel “A” is 
shown on plan entitled “Plan for Proposed Zone 
Change” Dated 10-11-2002. 

Owner: PALATIUM REALTY, INC. 

1339 SPRINGFIELD STREET, AGAWAM 
PARCEL “B” DESCRIPTION AS FOLLOWS 
Beginning at the northeasterly corner of Parcel 
“B” and at the northwesterly corner of Parcel “A”, 
said point being 150 feet southerly from the 
southerly side of Springfield Street; thence run¬ 
ning southerly along the westerly sideline of 
Parcel “A” for a distance of 111.58 feet to a point; 
thence running N83-03-27W for a distance of 
89.56 feet to a point; thence running northerly 
along the easterly side of Parcel “B” and the 
Westerly side of Parcel “C” for a distance of 
112.14 feet to a point; thence running S82-41-52E 
for a distance of 90 feet to the point of beginning. 
Parcel “B” is shown on plan entitled “Plan for 
Proposed Zone Change” dated 10-11-2002. 

Owner: CLEMENT J. TYNAN ET.ALS. 

1353 AND 1355 SPRINGFIELD STREET, AGAWAM 
PARCEL “C” DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: 
Beginning at the northeasterly corner of Parcel 
“C” and the northwesterly corner of Parcel "B”, 
said point being 150 feet southerly from the 
southerly side of Springfield Street; thence run¬ 
ning southerly along the westerly sideline of 
Parcel “B” for a distance of 112.14 feet to a point; 
thence running N83-03-27W for a distance of 
53.50 feet to a point; thence running N01-53-17W 
for a distance of 113.94 feet to a point; thence run¬ 
ning S82-41-52E for a distance of 71.25 feet to the 
point of beginning. Parcel “C” is shown on plan 
entitled “Plan for Proposed Zone Change” dated 
10 - 11 - 2002 . 

Adopted by the Agawam City Council on 
Monday, February 3, 2003 
Ursula Retzler 
Clerk of the Council 

Published: February 13, 2003 
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TX. She had requested that there be no formal serv¬ 
ices at this time; however, a memorial service will be 
held at a later date. Donations in her memory may be 
made to a charity of one’s choice. 

RHEA ROSENTHAL 

Rhea (Briand) Rosenthal, 86, of Mansion Woods, 
Agawam, died recently at Riverdale Gardens Nursing 
Facility in West Springfield. Born in Chicopee, she 
attended local schools. She worked in stationery 
manufacturing for White & Wycoff and Pratt & Austin, 
both of Holyoke. She retired in 1986. She lived in 
Holyoke for over 50 years prior to moving to Agawam 
three years ago. She was a former member of Holy 
Cross Church in Holyoke. 

She was predeceased by her husband, Julius Jay 
Rosenthal, in 1983. She leaves a daughter, Joanne 
Sandra (Rosenthal) Vilanni and son-in-law, Dr. Dante 
Villani of Agawam; and a sister, Jeanette Tabak of 
Willimansett. There were no calling hours, and burial 
was held in St. Jerome’s Cemetery in Holyoke. The 
Dickinson-Streeter Funeral Home of Springfield was 
in charge of the arrangements. Memorial contribu¬ 
tions may be made to the American Cancer Society, 
31 Capital Dr., West Springfield, MA 01089. 

PAULINE C. WRIGHT 

Pauline C. (Corriveau) Wright, 91, formerly of 1013 
Main St., Agawam, died recently at Parkway Pavilion 
Nursing Home in Enfield, CT. She was the office man¬ 
ager at Moriarty, Donoghue, and Leja Law Office in 
Springfield for 57 years, retiring in 1985 at the age of 
75. Born in Agawam on November 14, 1911, she was 
the daughter of the late Joseph & Josephine 
(Boudreau) Corriveau, and graduated from Agawam 
High School in 1928. 

She was a noted artist in the Agawam area, a com¬ 
municant of St. John the Evangelist Church, a mem¬ 
ber of St. John’s Women's Guild, the Catholic 
Women’s Club of Agawam, and served on the 
church’s parish council. 

She was predeceased by her husband of 44 years, 
John “Clint" Wright, Jr., who died in 1979. She is sur¬ 
vived by her daughter, Theresa “Terry" Burnham and 
her husband, Robert A. Burnham, Sr. of Enfield; her 
sister-in-law, Donna Corriveau of Suffield, CT, her 
brother-in-law, Harold Wright and his wife, Barbara 
Wright, of Agawam; her grandchildren, Cheryl 
Schroeder and her husband, Scott Schroeder, Robert 
Burnham, Jr. and his companion, Michelle Seeling, 
Diane Lopes and her husband, Gary Lopes, Thomas 
Burnham and his wife, Joan Burnham, and Daniel 
Burnham; her great-grandchildren, Ashley, Brittany, 
Kyle, Elizabeth, Emily, Tyler, Jake, and Kate; and 
several nieces and nephews. 

The funeral was held at the Colonial Forastiere 
Funeral Home and St. John the Evangelist Church 
(both in Agawam), with burial in Agawam Center 
Cemetery. Memorial contributions may be made to 
the Parkway Pavilion Nursing Home Reflection Unit, 
1157 Enfield Street, Enfield, CT 06082. 


For all the hometown news, you turn our pages each 
and every week ... AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS!!! 


Small School Small Classes 

BIG RESULTS 
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HIGH SCHOOL 


Register now for the Class of 2007 


Placement Test, March 1 , 2003, 8:30-11:30 AM 

27 Bartlett St., Westfield, MA 01085, 568-5692 

www.diospnngfield.org/--8tmaryh8WsW. 


***** 






February 13, 2003 

Regular Council 
meeting agenda 
for Tues., Feb. 18th 

Agawam Middle School - 7:30 P.M. 

1. Citizen’s Speak Time 

2. Roll Call 

3. Moment of Silence and the Pledge of Allegiance 

4. Minutes - Regular Council Meeting of 2/3/03 

5. Declaration of Council President 

6. Presentation of Petitions. Memorials & 
Remonstrances 

(a) Resolutions 

1. TR-2003-3- A Resolution Confirming the 
Reappointment of James J. Harkins, 39 Belvidere 
Ave., FH, MA to the Agawam Housing Authority for a 
Term Expiring the Second Monday of January, 2008 
(Mayor). 

2. TR-2003-4- A Resolution Accepting a 
Commonwealth of Mass. Firefighter Public Safety 
Equipment Grant in the Amount of Thirty-One 
Thousand Dollars ($31,000.00) to Facilitate the 
Acquisition of Equipment Intended to Enhance the 
Capabilities to Prevent, Prepare for, and Respond to 
Acts of Terrorism (Mayor). 

3. TR-2002-5- A Resolution Accepting a Federal 
Emergency Management Agency Grant in the 
Amount of One Hundred Forty-Two Thousand Dollars 
($142,000.00) for Fire Operations and Firefighter 
Safety (Mayor). 

7. Report of Council Committees 
None. 

8. Elections 
None. 

9. Public Hearings 

(a) 

1. PH-2003-2- (TO-2003-10)- Application for Class 
11 Dealer License, V & F Auto Sales, 855 Spfld. St., 
FH, MA (Conduct Public Hearing). 

10. Old Business 
(a) 

1. TOR-2003-2- An Ordinance to Amend the Code 
of the Town of Agawam by Adding Ch. 90 Entitled 
"Gasoline Service Stations” (Coun. Bitzas, Simpson, 
McLane, Negrucci, Carr Bitzas, Young, Bonavita, 
Mineo) (2nd Reading) (Ref. to Ordin. Comm, on 
2/3/03). 

***** 

If you visit the Advertiser News 3 office 
at 23 Southwick Street, Feeding Hills 
(above Remillard Insurance), please 
note that our main entrance is in the 
back. Please park on the side of the 
building and use the back entrance. 
Thank you... 
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Notice to taxpayers... 

Community 
Preservation 
Act Surcharge bills 
due March 6th 

Fiscal year 2003 Community Preservation Act 
Surcharge bills were mailed February 4, 2003. This 
surcharge is based upon the fiscal year 2003 real 
estate taxes and is one percent (1%) of the taxes 
billed. Bills are due March 6, 2003. 

On November 6, 2001, the Community 

Preservation Act surcharge was adopted by the vot¬ 
ers of Agawam by a vote of 2,848 yes to 1,836 no out 
of 7,608 people voting. 

By law, Community Preservation Act Surcharge 
bills were mailed to the owners of record as of 
January 1, 2002. Any new homeowner or anyone 
who has not received their Community Preservation 
Act Surcharge bill should contact the Collector’s office 
immediately to obtain the bill amount. The telephone 
number is 786-0400, ext. 218. 

Volunteers needed 
for new Hampden 
County Land Trust 

The Hampden County Land Trust, a new organiza¬ 
tion created by the Hampden Conservation District to 
help preserve and protect agricultural and woodlands 
and open space throughout the county, is seeking 
volunteers to develop informational materials, serve 
on the Board of Directors, and represent their com- 
munities on the land trust. 

All interested persons should' call Don Lambert at 
(413) 267-4837 for more information. 


Trash. We all create it, we all dispose of it, but 
sometimes it can become a fire problem to us. 

What we are really talking about is good house¬ 
keeping. When we collect the trash, we must make 
sure it does not come into contact with a heat source 
or create its own. 

Keep attics, basements, and storage rooms clean, 
and avoid storing concentrations of combustible 
materials - keep rubbish cleaned out! 

Your home or workplace is often filled with dispos- 
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U.S. Postal Service 
offering “Direct Mail 
Made Easy” seminars 

If you own a business, you know the value of 
advertising effectively. In fact, a fair amount of time 
and money has to be put into promoting your busi¬ 
ness. You may run an advertisement in your local 
newspaper, have a commercial produced for radio or 
television, or place an advertisement on the Internet. 
All are effective ways to advertise. 

But one of the best ways to reach people is through 
the mail. Advertising mail has long demonstrated its 
effectiveness in reaching and reinforcing messages to 
potential and existing customers. 

To assist you in maximizing the potential of adver¬ 
tising with mail, the Postal Service has developed 
“Direct Mail Made Easy” seminars that provide small 
or medium-sized business with the information need¬ 
ed to create successful Direct Mail programs. 

You can learn more about the seminars by visiting 
the Postal Service web site at www.usps.com/direct- 
mail . 

In the “Direct Mail Made Easy" seminars, profes¬ 
sionals will explain the process of designing a cam¬ 
paign from start to finish. 

Beginning with an overview of Direct Mail, you’ll 
learn about using the Internet to build your campaign; 
procuring lists, printing and lettershop operations, 
concept/copy development, and mail preparation. 

You’ll also learn about the unique “double" effects 
of Direct Mail - its initial impact as people read and 
digest your message, plus the unique opportunity 
they have to review at a convenient or critical time. 
You’ll find out how much more valuable the mail piece 
becomes if it includes a special code or coupon. 

And you can seek the advice of experts to help you 
decide if a multimedia approach to advertising - such 
as utilizing newspaper ads and advertising mail - is 
the right approach for your business. 


able material, combustible material, or trash. All that 
awaits it is a match, cigarette, overheated furnace, or 
some other heat source to create property damage, 
injure, or kill. 

The Agawam Fire Department reminds you to rid 
your home or workplace of rubbish, trash, old news¬ 
papers, worn-out clothes, and cardboard boxes. Take 
the trash outside for temporary storage, staged for 
removal and away from heat sources. 

For further information, contact the Agawam 
Fire Department at 786-2662. 


Please remember to patronize your local businesses ... 
AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS!!! 


Fire Wise... 

Prevent trash from becoming a fire hazard 

by Fire Chief David Pisano 



Dr. Christopher J. Magiera 

F amily Dentistry 

340 Walnut St., Agawam 
786-0171 


* Beautiful New Office * Insurances Accepted 

* Written Treatment Plans * Convenient Appt. Times 

* New Patient & Emergencies Welcome 

Creating Beautiful Smiles at Affordable Prices 
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ake Your Home Beautiful This Season With Hoskin Rug & Tile 


Select 
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Saxony 

Only 

$2.75 sq.ft. 

Reg. 3.00 
installed w/6lb. 
rebond padding 


Only Sq. Ft. 

Reg. $4.45 

Solid Oak 

Prefinished Flooring 
2-1/4 Width 
4 Colors 


o / Sq. Ft. 

Reg. $3.80 

Interlocking 
laminate 
5 color 


Ceramic Tile 


All Stock 
Vinyl 

Great Choices 


starting at 


Reg. 3.05 
installed w/6lb. 
rebond padding 


We’ve Got You Covered 


HOSKIN RUG & TILE 

16 Southwick St * Feeding Hills * 786-8085 

Ahbev Camel... the Place to He! mm 


tltOMQ MILL* 

CCMfflt 
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Store Hours: 

Mon., Tues., Wed. 9-5 pm 
Thurs. & Frl. 9-8 pm 
Sat. 9-4 pm 


Apply today 
and enjoy the 
convenience of an 

ABBEY CARPET 
CREDIT CARD* 
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ON SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 8TH, the Agawam Junior Women's Club sponsored a Valentine dance, Cupid's Callin', at the Agawam American 
Legion. Photo left: Theresa Conklin, president of the Junior Women's Club; Iris Copson, co-chairperson of the dance; and Paula Figella, co¬ 
chairperson of the dance. Proceeds from the Agawam Junior Women's Club's Valentine dance, Cupid's Callin’, will support the Agawam High 
School PTSO and Renaissance Program. In right photo: Among those who enjoyed themselves at this festive event were (clockwise from left) 
Laurie Fiala, Maryann Asta-Ferrero, Pat Kaboray, Tony Fiala, Linda & Joe Hayes, John Kaboray, Fred Asta-Ferrero, and Rosalie & John 

Dialcssi. Advertiser News photos by Kathy Shepard. 

Ciipid’s Callin’ answered with target hit for Junior Women 


The Agawam Junior Women’s Club’s Valentine 
Dance, Cupid’s Callin', was successful in raising 
funds to support the Agawam High School PTSO and 
Renaissance Program that encourages students with 
awards and incentives thanks to local support. 

The door prize contributions consisted of donations 
from Phipps Discount Liquors, Alexander’s 
Restaurant, and Wes’s Package Store in Feeding 
Hills, and Gino’s Package Store of Agawam. 

The Agawam Junior Women’s Club gratefully 
acknowledges the support and donations of these 
local businesses. 

The Cupid's Callin' cherub descended like a fairy 

Our office will be open 
on Presidents’ Day 
(Monday, February 
17th) ... Advertiser 
News!!! 


godmother granting wishes to two lucky winners at the 
AJWC dance held last Saturday night, February 8th. 
John Kaboray was thrilled to have the winning num¬ 
ber for the 50/50 raffle ticket, and Wendy Lieberman 
bubbled with excitement as she received the “Pot of 
Irish Luck" from the door prize drawing. 

"I never win anything!" exclaimed Wendy as she 
hugged her prize pot of gold, including gift certificates, 
wines, and St. Patrick’s Day accessories. 

The AJWC would also like to acknowledge DJ 
Celebrations! Entertainment, the American Legion 
Post 185, and everyone who purchased tickets to the 
dance for their contributions and support. Funds 


raised will be donated by the Agawam Junior 
Women’s Club to benefit the Agawam High School 
PTSO ( Parent , Teacher and Student Organization) 
and Renaissance Program. 

The AHS Renaissance Program was devleoped to 
increase student attendance, improve overall aca¬ 
demic scores, increase graduation rates, and create a 
safe and positive school environment. The AJWC sup¬ 
ports the effort to continue this and other incentive 
programs made available to all AHS students. 

The Agawam Junior Women’s Club is a member of 
the General Federation of Women’s Clubs, junior 
membership, of Massachusetts. 


Friends of the Ag. Sr. Center to host dinner 

Don’t miss the Agawam Senior Center February peppers & onions, tossed salad, rolls & butter, 
Friends Dinner on Thursday, Feb. 20th at 5:30 p.m. dessert, coffee, and tea. 

Cost for adults is $8 and $5 for children. Tickets may be purchased at the Senior Center. 

The menu will include lasagna, sweet sausage, For more information, call 821-0604. 

For all the hometown news, you turn our pages 
each and every week ... AANU! 
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First person historic 
presentation at 
Storrowton Museum 

Storrowton Village Museum, on the grounds of the 
Eastern States Exposition, will host an enlightening 
first person presentation titled "Life in the Kitchen and 
Chamber: Musings of an 18th Century Woman," on 
Friday, February 28th at 7:30 p.m. in the Village’s his¬ 
toric c. 1834 Union Meetinghouse. 

Lynne Manring, a museum professional from 
Warwick, Mass., will dress in period clothing to deliv¬ 
er her musings about a housewife in New England in 
the 1700s going about her daily life. Manring has 30 
years of experience in the living history field, many of 
those at Old Sturbridge Village. 

The 45-minute program will be followed by a ques¬ 
tion and answer session. Questions are also welcome 
as sidetracks throughout, adding to the interactive, 
historic experience. Manring will also have “mystery" 
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Roswell Civil War 
Round Table to 
meet Feb. 19th 

The next meeting of the Roswell Civil War Round 
Table will be held at the American Legion Hall, Post 
185, 478 Springfield Street, Agawam on Wednesday, 
Feb. 19th at 6:45 p.m. The main topic for the evening 
will be an open discussion of the many books that 
have been published on the Civil War. All participants 
are encouraged to bring in their favorite Civil War 
book for the discussion. The meeting is free and 
open to the general public. Children under the age of 
15 must be accompanied by a parent or guardian. 
Light refreshments will be offered. 

Please note: The Roswell CWRT meeting will be 
cancelled if, on the day of the meeting, the Agawam 
Public Schools have cancelled attendance due to 
inclement weather. For more information, call Wendell 
Haire at 789-0877. 
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Agawam St. Patrick’s 
Committee slates 
meetings for 
Feb. 20th & 27th 

The Agawam St. Patrick's Committee has 
announced that it will hold meetings on Thursday, 
February 20th, and Thursday, February 27th. Both 
meetings will begin at 7:00 p.m. 

The February 20th meeting will take place at 
Country Estates, Suffield Street, Agawam. The 
February 27th meeting will be held at the Bethany 
Assembly of God meeting room on Main Street, 
Agawam. 

Plans for the upcoming parade and the progress of 
the parade float will be the main topics. 

William Pfau, committee president, invites those 
who are interested in these projects to attend the 
meetings. 


items on hand that were 
common at the time for inter¬ 
est and discussion. 

Admission is $5 for adults 
and $3 for children ages six 
to 16 and reservations are 
encouraged. Tickets will also 
be available at the door. For 
more information, call 
Storrowton Village at 413- 
205-5051. 

“Casino Night” 
for parents at 

The Hippodrome 

A “Casino Night" for par¬ 
ents will be held at The 
Hippodrome (1700 Main 
Street, Springfield) on March 
22nd from 9:00 p.m. to 1:00 
a.m. 

Tickets are $7, and the 
proceeds will benefit the 
Agawam Little League. 

For further details, contact 
Scott Karam, 786-5684. 

Ag. Golden 
Age Club 
Chap. 2 to host 
Mohegan trip 

The Agawam Golden Age 
Club, Chapter 2, will host a 
trip to Mohegan Sun Casino 
on Monday, March 10th. 

Cost is $16 and includes a 
free buffet or $10 meal ticket, 
and $10 Big Wheel bet. 

The bus will leave the 
Sacred Heart Church parking 
lot at 8:00 a.m. and will return 
at 5:00 p.m. 

For more information or 
reservations, please call Art 
at 786-3567. 

***** 

If you visit the 
Advertiser News’ 
office at 23 Southwick 
Street, Feeding Hills 
(above Remillard 
Insurance), please 
note that our main 
entrance is in the 
back. Thank you... 
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“Beauty 
Corner” 

by Mary Ann Zicolella 
Salon Tres Chic at Twin Silos 
1407 Suffield Street 
Agawam, MA 01001 
(413) 786-8274 


Skiim care 

Ahh, your skin. The largest organ we have seems 
to always play tricks on us! I get so many questions 
about the skin and thought that I might write a bit 
about this subject. 

Made to protect our whole interior, it is as emotion¬ 
al as we are. it can turn bright red when we receive a 
compliment, break out at the most inconvenient of 
times, turn into patchy oil streaks, dry up and flake, 
and red veins can seem to appear overnight. Our skin 
is so smart it can read our every emotion and even 
show us signs of internal illness! So, what is it with 
this organ of ours? 

The make-up of our anatomy is where the clue lies. 
Just beneath the surface, your nerve cells actually 
touch your dermis. What is the dermis? It is a dense 
layer of connective tissue that lies under the epider¬ 
mis (top layer of skin) composed mostly of collage¬ 
nous (protein) fibers with some elastic and reticular 
(netlike) fibers. It contains blood vessels, lymphatic 
channels, nerves, sebaceous (oil) glands, hair folli¬ 
cles, and sweat glands. This is why your nerves can 
set off all kinds of skin disorders. 

Tension, anxiety, stress, and guilt can all trigger 
conditions such as acne, eczema, psoriasis, hives, 
and rosacea. Factor in that hormone receptors are 
also tucked into some skin cells to help any surge of 
estrogen or cortisol (stress hormone) set off a bout of 
acne. Studies have shown that a clear, rosy, glowing 
skin can be maintained with the help of contentment, 
love, joy, and inner peace in our lives. 

What can we do? A two-week vacation in the 
Caribbean may help! Unfortunately, this is not always 
a practical solution. Talk to a skin care specialist who 
can help you correct your problem. We are fortunate 
enough to have Kathleen, our certified esthetician, on 
staff. She has just finished extensive classes on skin 
care and make-up and is ready to help you with any 
skin problem. She specializes in all age groups and 
skin types, and problems from teen dilemmas to the 
most mature woman. Stop in to talk with her or call for 
a free consultation appointment. 

Included at our new location (soon to be 
announced) will be a private facial room where she 
will be offering extensive facial services, including all 
the newest and latest state-of-the-art treatments. 
Don’t wait. Call her today! 

Thought for a smile: receiving a cuddly teddy 
bear, at any age! 

And remember... beauty is our business! 
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The One Man 
Comedy Tornado 
coming to Agawam 

Comedian Paul Venier is coming Friday, March 7th 
to the Springfield Tumverein on Garden Street. This 
will be his only local appearance and is sure to sell 
out. 

Venier has credits that include "The Tonight Show,” 
“Jay Leno,” and “Comedy Central.” His musical tal¬ 
ents add to his show, with many Billy Joel tunes, and 
non-stop energy from start to finish. You can check 
him out on his website: www.com edvtornado.com. 

This will be a benefit show for the Agawam Field 
Hockey Euro-Tour team, a wonderful group of 12 stu¬ 
dents traveling to Europe for two weeks of intensive 
training and instruction. They will compete and train 
with local teams while traveling to Belgium, Holland, 
London, and Germany. Personal growth and 
improved skills are sure to result as these students 
travel and represent Agawam. 

The comedy show starts at 8:30 p.m., with door 
prizes given away, as well as a 50/50 raffle. Please 
come ... laugh until it hurts ... and support Agawam 
field hockey. 

For tickets, call Beth Chambers at 786-8764. Cost 
is $15 in advance and $18 at the door. 

Cultural Council 
planning trip to 
New York City 

The Agawam Cultural Council is sponsoring a 
“Plan Your Own Trip” to New York City on May 10, 
2003. There are many activities, including museums, 
plays, and other cultural events which are available 
for people going on the trip. 

Several stops will be made along Fifth Avenue and 
included in this list are the Metropolitan Museum of 
Art, Rockefeller Center, the Times Square Show 
Ticket Booth, 34th Street, and South Street Seaport. 
Time of departure is 6:30 a.m. and the return trip will 
leave New York City at 6:30 p.m. 

Tickets may be obtained by sending a check made 
out to the Agawam Cultural Council enclosing a 
stamped, self-addressed envelope to the Agawam 
Cultural Council, 933 River Road, Agawam, MA 
01001. Cost of the trip will be $27. 

For further information, call 786-1859. 

Our deadline is each Tuesday at 
12:00 noon; however, we appreciate 
any articles, press releases, letters, 
etc., that can be brought in on 
Mondays. Thank you for your 
cooperation in this matter... 
ADVERTISER NEWS!!! 
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Capt. Leonard House 
begins annual 
“Friends” campaign 

February has been designated “Friends of the 
Captain Charles Leonard House Month” by the 
trustees of the House. Once a year, the Board of 
Trustees invites all residents, social groups, and busi¬ 
nesses to become a “Friend" by donating a gift in any 
amount to help with the maintenance and improve¬ 
ment needs of the House. 

Since the campaign began in 1980, many have 
donated to help preserve and maintain this attractive 
historical community treasure. 

The Captain Charles Leonard House is located in 
Agawam Center on Main Street (next to the Westfield 
Savings Bank). The house was built in 1804 and was 
named to the National Register of Historic Places on 
March 10, 1975. 

The house was originally built as a stagecoach tav¬ 
ern, and was the first overnight stop on the road from 
Hartford to points north. The original tavern stage 
door entrance remains intact. Three of the rooms still 
have their own fireplaces with the original hearth¬ 
stones, still in working order today. The wide entrance 
hall and upstairs hall were used for dancing. 

Today, the building serves as a community meeting 
facility for many clubs and organizations, as well as 
for private functions. For more information, or to 
reserve the House for a function, call 786-9421. The 
property is owned by the Captain Charles Leonard 
House Incorporated and managed by its Board of 
Trustees, all of whom are local people who volunteer 
their time and services. 

Tax deductible donations may be sent to the 
Captain Charles Leonard House, 663 Main Street, 
Agawam, MA 01001. Donor’s names will be added to 
the "Friends" record book in the front hallway of the 
Leonard House. 



Trip to Mohegan Sun 


The Agawam Senior Games Athletes are sponsor¬ 
ing a trip to Mohegan Sun on Monday, March 24th. 

The price will be $16, and this will include a $10 
meal and a $10 “Big Wheel” (plus gratuities). 

We will leave the Senior Center at 8:00 a.m.; we 
will depart from the Casino at 4:00 p.m., arriving 
home at 5:30 p.m. 

This trip is open to the public. 

For more information, call Angelo or Christine 
Polumbo, 786-5648, or the Agawam Senior Center, 
821-0604 or 821-0605. 



Ulllh 

till# 


Member - American Optometric Association 

Up? Andrew E. Boraski, O.D. And 
Elizabeth Ryan, O.D. 

Optometrists 

Comprehensive Eye Health Care 
Convenient Evening & Saturday Hours 
Contact Lens Specialists 
Credit Cards Accepted 
Contracted Provider For: 

BC/BS of MA (when applicable) 


HMO Blue, Blue Care 65 & Blue Choice 

Secure Horizons 

Medicare 

Tufts 

Davis Vision 
Cigna 

ConnectiCare 
Pioneer Health 
Health New England 


Contact Lenses 
and 

Contact Lens 
Solutions 


334 Walnut St. Ext., Agawam 
(413) 789-0031 


“Got Life Insurance? 





Call Peter E. Cassell, CLU, ChFC 

(413) 734-6440 

for a 

No Obligation Life Insurance Needs Analysis 

“Personal and Business Financial Strategies Since 1987 ” 

Securities offered through MML Investors Services. Inc. 

1500 Main Street, Springfield. MA 01115 413-781-6850 
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Meeting planned 
to form Friends of 
the Agawam Library 

Of the 371 public libraries throughout the Western 
Massahusetts region, 325 have Friends groups. 
Friends groups are all non-profit entities started 
through the efforts of local townspeople. 

The purpose of a Friends nonprofit group is to pro¬ 
mote the public library within the community. 
Examples of their activities include raising funds for 
library materials/books; promotion of library volunteer 
activities; informing the community about library pro¬ 
grams and resources; and most importantly, acting as 
advocates for the public library. 

Agawam currently does not have such a group - 
but it NEEDS one! In order to form a Friends of the 
Agawam Public Library, the help of the citizens of 
Agawam is requested. 

A preliminary organizational meeting to discuss for¬ 
mation of the nonprofit entity, Friends of the Agawam 
Public Library, will be held on Thursday, February 
20th at 1:00 p.m. This meeting is open to all and it will 
be held in the Community Room of the Agawam 
Public Library. 

If you are interested in becoming a part of this 
group but are unable to attend this meeting, please 
send a note to Bruce and Pamela Jacobsen at P.O. 
Box 262, Feeding Hills, MA 01030-0262 or e-mail 
pameladi@attbi.com . Your name will be placed on the 
Friends mailing list and you will be notified of the next 
meeting. 

Please DO NOT CONTACT THE AGAWAM PUB¬ 
LIC LIBRARY. Friends groups are separate entities 
and they are not connected to any town/city govern¬ 
ment. 


j" Agawam Senior 
Center’s weekly 
lunch menu 

Mon., Feb. 17th: Senior Center closed 
(Presidents’ Day). 

Tues., Feb. 18th: French meat pie, mashed 
potato, tossed salad, Jello w/fruit. 

Wed., Feb. 19th: Meatloaf w/gravy, mashed 
potato, mixed veggies, cake. 

Thurs., Feb. 20th: Baked chicken breast 
marsella, baked potato, sauteed cabbage, mixed 
fruit. 

Fri., Feb. 21st: Baked fish, scalloped potato, 
carrots, butterscotch pudding. 

(All meals served with whole grain breads; menu 
subject to change without notice.) 



•0U) SACRAMENTO 
GOURMET 
POPCORN 
•PHONE CARDS 
•PAGERS 

•DVD'S AND VIDEOS 
•JEWELRY 
•CIGARETTES 
•SNACKS & SODAS 
•GIFTCERTIFICATES 


332WALNUTST. EXT. 
AGAWAM 
(413)730*2196 
OPEN: MDN.-SAT. S-8 

WIRELESS PHONES & 
ACCESSORIES 
T- MOBILE 
SPRINT PCS 
VERIZON FREE UP 
NEXTEL 


VofceStream ^Sprint 

DVD & VIDEO 
SALES & RENTALS 
IF WE DON’T HAVE IT, 
WE’LL ORDER IT! 
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LYNN FITZPATRICK (left) is pictured being 
congratulated by Bill Pfau, president of the 
Agawam St. Patrick’s Committee, for receiv¬ 
ing the 2003 "Anne Sullivan Award." This 
award is presented to a woman from the 
Agawam St. Patrick’s Committee who has 
worked to the standards and dedication set by 
Anne Sullivan. 


Lynn Fitzpatrick 
receives 2003 
“Anne Sullivan 
Award” 

Lynn Fitzpatrick has been chosen as the recipient 
of the 2003 "Anne Sullivan Award," which is present¬ 
ed by the Agawam St. Patrick’s Committee. 

William Pfau, committee president, said the award 
is given to a woman from the Agawam Committee 
who has worked to the standards and dedication set 
by Anne Sullivan with her work with Helen Keller. 

Fitzpatrick has been an active member of the com¬ 
mittee since its beginning three years ago. She has 
served for two years as chairman of the board of 
directors, the Colleen committee, and the float com¬ 
mittee. 

In addition, Fitzpatrick has worked on most of the 
events in which the Agawam St. Patrick’s Committee 
has participated. 


Attorney Teryl 
Deegan to retire 
from practice 

After 15 years of service as an elder law attorney 
in Agawam, Teryl Deegan is herself retiring from prac¬ 
tice at the end of March. During the 1980’s and 
1990's, Attorney Deegan became well-known in the 
area as a specialist in the fields of estate planning, 
guardianship, protection of the rights of elders, and 
nursing home benefits eligibility. 

Her focus on the legal issues that affect the elder¬ 
ly and their families gave Attorney Deegan a unique 
window on trends and myths about the aging process. 
In 2001, she published a paperback book that encour¬ 
ages seniors not allow "life to treat you like a cork 
upon the water." Her book, titled Your Life is Your 
Business, provides seniors and baby boomers with 
planning options that help them control their destiny, 
“...rather than merely reacting to the cards that life 
deals you." 

Taking her cue from that advice, Attorney Deegan 
says it is now time for her to open a new chapter in 
her own life. She will be moving to a rural area of 
Florida to pursue interests outside the field of law. 

Attorney Deegan has provided free consultations 
and office hours at the Agawam Senior Center since 
1984. The Agawam Senior Center directors and staff 
express their gratitude for her willingness to serve 
area seniors. 

To follow through with the commitment to serve the 
needs of local seniors, Attorney John L. Roberts of 
Springfield will be providing the free consultation and 
office hours at the Agawam Senior Center on the first 
Monday of the month beginning at 2:00 p.m. on 
Monday, March 3rd. 

Both Attorney Deegan and Attorney Roberts are 
members of the National Academy of Elder Law 
Attorneys and the Massachusetts Chapter of that 
national organization of elder law advocates. 
Appointments for a free consultation can be made by 
calling Attorney Roberts at 782-4800. 

Attorney Roberts will also be offering two seminars 
designed to help elders sort out life's challenges and 
opportunities. The first seminar, The Dangers of 
Guardianship, looks at ways to protect your inde¬ 
pendence and provide family members with ways to 
help in times of crisis. The second seminar, 9 Points 
to Ponder Before Transferring Ownership of Your 
House, looks at the plusses and minuses of transfer¬ 
ring a residence, and exposes some of the mythology 
that surrounds life estates and joint ownership of real 
estate. Articles and illustrations taken from the semi¬ 
nars are displayed online at www.JohnLRoberts.com 
and www.EstatePlansPlus.net . 




Alan L. Ferrigno 

Attorney at Law 

546 Springfield Street 
Feeding Hills 

(413) 786-9454 

* Personal Injury/Auto Accidents 

* Wrongful Discharge from Employment 

* Business Organization/Litigation 

* Incorporation 

* Estate/Medicaid Planning/Wills 

* DWI Defense 

Over 25 years professional experience 
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DURING HIS STAY at Boston Children’s Hospital, Michael Pietroniro of Feeding Hills (left photo) enjoyed seeing his holiday greeting from 
the Local #7 Ironworkers (right photo). 


Michael Pietroniro receives special “Get Well” message 


Michael Pietroniro of Feeding Hills received very 
special "Get Well” wishes from the Local #7 
Ironworkers of Boston. As a patient at Boston 
Children’s Hospital for several months, Michael 
received a special holiday greeting. 

In December, a personalized banner was hung 
from the 10th and 11th floors of the construction site 
across from the hospital. Michael would sit in his room 
day after day and enjoy watching the construction 


workers work on the new Children’s Hospital 
Research Building. Imagine the delight when Michael 
watched one morning and viewed his favorite con¬ 
struction crew creating a message just for him! 

Michael has recently returned home from a 10- 
week hospital stay from Children’s due to complica¬ 
tions related to his epilepsy. 

The Western Massachusetts Epilepsy Awareness 


Committee is more determined than ever to raise 
awareness for this devastating disorder. 

Show your support for Michael and those in our 
community who live with epilepsy each and every day. 
Please join us for our Ninth Annual Dinner Dance for 
Epilepsy Awareness on Saturday, March 8th at Chez 
Josef. For tickets or information, please call Carol 
Pietroniro at 786-9452 or Kim Martel at 786-1169. 



For the best in local goods and serv¬ 
ices, be sure to check our classifieds 
each and every week...AANH! 

Did You Keep 
Your Resolution? 

! We have.... After all these years... 

MISSION STATEMENT 

We are Committed to being 
the most professional, 
ethical, and highest quality 
funeral service provider 



Frank Forastiere 


Peter Forastiere 


We are committed to the following principles: 

> Honesty, Integrity, and quality in all that we do 
> Hard work and pride of accomplishment 
> Belief in the power of people through individual initiative 
> Continued Outstanding sendee to all of the families we serve 

Our •Jamify Fetpingyour JamUyfor over 97years 


FORASTIERE 

FAMILY FUNERAL HOMES 


A 


Forastiere 

45 Locust Street 
Springfield, MA 01008 

Colonial 

985 Main Street 
Agawam, MA 01001 


Forasticrc-Smith 

220 North Mam Street 
East Longmeadow, MA 01028 

Southwick 

624 College Highway 
Southwick, MA 01077 


Golden Age Club Chapter 1 
plans trip to Stamford 

The Agawam Golden Age Club Chapter 1 is sponsoring a trip to the Feast of 
Joseph at the Stamford Italian Center in Stamford, Connecticut on Wednesday, 
March 19th. 

A delicious dinner will be served with your choice of chicken parmesan or filet of 
sole. Showtime will be "Come Back to Sorrento" with Gene Ferrari, The Voice with 
the Heart, singing all your favorite tunes. Just us to dance, sing, and have fun. 

The cost is $56. Pick-up will be at 8:45 at Sacred Heart Church in Feeding Hills 
or at 9:00 at St. John’s Church in Agawam. Please call Jeannette Dore at 786-4235 
for more information. 

Non-members are welcome to join us. 


EyeGare & EyeWear 



CENTER 



PROFESSIONAL CO. 


Dr Madonna Santos 

Complete Family Eyecare 


• Specializing in Contact Lens 

• Adult and Pediatric Exams 

• Optical Shop on premises 

with licensed Optician 



- Frames by: — 

/v\ ARC M C5 r'vl' 

FLEXON 

^^ISriEiP 
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Calvin Klein 


Dr. Madonna Santos 

15 years experience 
Falamos Portugues 
Most insurances accepted 


• Come see our new line 
of Rec Specs Kids 
Sports Protective 
Eyewear 


DKNY 

OonnaKakan 

FENDI 

NAUTICA 


RECSf*E\ 


413-733-5311 reaches all locations 

FORASTIERE, INC. ('113) 733-5311 CSV *45 LOCUST ST., SPRINGFIELD. MA 01108 


170 Main Street, Agawam • 789-7711 


Hours: Tue. - Fri. 9-5:30 • Saturday 9-1 • Evening Appointment by request 
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Church News 


St. John’s 
Youth Ministry 
coordinates 
cookie bake 

On Tuesday, January 21st. the Youth Ministry at St. 
John the Evangelist Church in Agawam Center coor¬ 
dinated a cookie bake where the fifth-grade CCD chil¬ 
dren could donate their time and bake cookies for the 
children at the Gray House in Springfield. 

The cookie bake was a great success. About 20 
children went to St. John's Parish Cetner to help bake 
over 20 dozen cookies. 

These cookies were then placed in colorful bas¬ 
kets, and the baskets were covered in colorful plastic 
wrap and delivered to the children at the Gray House 
on Wednesday, January 22nd. 

However, this was not the only recent project that 
the Youth Ministry has worked on. Last November, the 
children helped to make all kinds of different 
Christmas cards, and these were sold at the 
Christmas Bazaar at St. John's Church on December 
6th. Again, this was a great success with over 25 chil- 



AT THE JANUARY 21ST COOKIE BAKE at St. John’s Parish Center, Alyssa Abraham, 
Melissa Marsh, Janel Theis, and Samantha Abraham are shown mixing dough with the help of 
Fran Cornwell. 


dren attending. 

The Youth Ministry has also held several children’s 
Masses, wherein the children welcome the people into 
the church. Moreover, during these Masses the chil¬ 
dren in the youth choir sing, other children carry down 
the gifts to the priest, and children hand out the church 


bulletin at the end of Mass. This makes the children 
feel very special to actually be helping out with the 
Mass. Meanwhile, there are many other projects com¬ 
ing up. 

The people who make this all possible are the 


Youth Ministry members, who include Judy Cross, 
George and Fran Cornwell, Carol Haire, Liz Haire, 
Kristy Haire, Christine Gendron, Rico Ciricola, Tom 
and Debbie Dobrowski, Joe Marsh, Leah Marsh, Erin 
Marsh, Frankie Walsh, and Dan Drewniak. 


Weekly news and events at St. John the Evangelist Church 


* “Late Nite Catechism”: 

Catechism classes are never as much fun - or as 
hilarious - as when they are led by Sister in the inter¬ 
national hit comedy “Late Nite Catechism." 

"Late Nite Catechism” will be presented at Elms 
College’s Veritas Auditorium in Chicopee on Saturday, 
March 18th, at 7:30 p.m. 

Tickets are $25 in advance and $30 at the door. 
Tickets may be purchased at Holyoke Catholic High 
School by calling 467-2477, ext. 101, or Joan Partyka 
at 592-0527 during the day or 733-1761 during the 
evening. 

Proceeds will benefit Holyoke Catholic High School 
students. 

* Catholic Schools’ Information: 

Cathedral High School will hold a third and final 
Placement Exam on Saturday, March 1st. A complet¬ 
ed Cathedral admissions’ application is needed to 
register for the exam (along with an application/test 
fee of $25). 

This exam in offered to prospective students inter¬ 
ested in applying to Cathedral for grade nine. 
Students should arrive at Cathedral at 7:45 a.m. on 
the morning of the exam, and parents should pick 
them up at 12:00 noon. For more information, call 
782-5285. 

* * * 

Here is some pre-school registration information 
about St. Thomas the Apostle School for families who 
are interested in having their child(ren) attend St. 
Thomas in the fall of 2003. 

Registration will be held on Tuesday, February 
25th, for siblings of children already in school; 
Wednesday, February 26th, for St. Thomas parish¬ 
ioners; and Thursday, February 27th, for all other 
interested families. 

For information, call 739-4131. 

* * * 

Our Lady of Hope School is accepting new stu¬ 
dents. For information, call 734-4125 weekdays 
between 8:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. You’ll be glad you 
did. 

* Suryey Of Weekend Masses: 

The Parish Council has developed a survey for our 


parishioners concerning the weekend Mass schedule. 
The survey is in this week’s bulletin; please take the 
time to answer the survey and offer comments or sug¬ 
gestions. 

Your participation in this survey is important. 
Please drop the survey (when complete) in the bas¬ 
ket, or drop it off at the Parish office. 

* Worldwide Marriage Encounter: 

Celebrate this Valentine’s month with a gift for the 
person who loves you - your spouse. Make time for 
one another by focusing your attention on each other 
during the next Marriage Encounter weekend. 

Step forward during this month of love to a renewed 
commitment to your spouse. For more information, 
call John & Annie Doyle, 800-710-WWME, or visit the 
following web page - www.wwmeMA.ora . 

The next two weekend dates are February 28th- 
March 2nd (Springfield) and March 28th-30th. 

* Catholic Women’s Club: 

Rehearsals for the March Entertainment are being 


held in the Parish Hall each Thursday evening at 7:00 
p.m. All members are welcome to participate. 

* St. John’s Over 60 Club: 

On Thursday, February 20th, we will be taking a trip 
to Yankee Candle. We will be car-pooling. Lunch will 
be at Chandler’s with a choice of three entrees (chick¬ 
en breast, baked cod, or roast loin of pork). 

Cost is $17.70, which includes tip, soup, garden 
salad, and dessert. Cars will be leaving St. John's at 
10:00 a.m. for a tour of Yankee Candle, with lunch at 
12:00 noon. 

Call Lil, 786-9586. 

* Last Call For The Parish Retreat For Men: 

Many men have been thinking about making a 
retreat, but they haven't done anything about it; NOW 
it is time to make it happen! 

Join us the weekend of February 21st-23rd by call¬ 
ing the Holy Family Retreat House in West Hartford at 
(860) 521-0440 to make reservations, or contact Ray 
Provost, 786-6483, or Tom Wisniewski, 789-0671. 


WWWWWVWWWWWWWWVWVVW’/WU’/WVi 

50% OFF 

OR MORE on everything in the store. Cornerstone Christian Bookstore in Agawam is closing. All 
product and fixtures arc for sale. OUR LAST DAY IS FEBRUARY 22,2003 


it Cornerstone Christian Bookstore 

•4 337 Walnut St. Ext.—Agawam—789-7371 


L 


Store Hours: Tues-Sat 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. b£ 
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News and notes 
from Agawam 
Congregational 

Agawam Congregational Church (745 Main Street) 
where the Holy Spirit is alive, uniting people with 
Christ through transforming ministries, vibrant wor¬ 
ship, diligent study, and warm fellowship. 

This week, we will have an observance of 
Presidents’ Day. Rev. Earl will be recognizing the part 
the presidents have played in our history with prayers 
for our current president, the world, and our country. 

Our services are at: 

9:00 a.m. for the Contemporary Service with 
Sunday School for all ages to be held at the same 
time, and the Senior and Confirmation classes will be 
encouraged to attend the 9:00 a.m. service for 15 
minutes and then go to their classes. 

10:30 a.m. for the Traditional Service with nursery 
care and a Sunday School class for the younger chil¬ 
dren. Coffee hour will follow this service. 

We will also welcome Lexi Carol Jordan through 
Baptism, daughter of Ronald and Angela Jordan, at 
1:00 p.m. 

“CAMPS AT A GLANCE" : Camps are sponsored by 
the Massachusetts Conference, U.C.C. For more 
information and registration, please see Jessica 
Hansen or call the church office at 786-7111. Various 
vamps for different ages begin in July and run through 
August. 

FUTURE EVENTS COMING SOON 

THE ZUCCO SCHOLARSHIP SUPPER : Deacons’ 
Annual Scholarship Supper to raise funds for scholar¬ 
ships for graduating seniors. The entertainment for 
the evening will be “THE OLD FIRST FOUR.” March 
6th, 6:00 p.m. at the church. PLEASE CALL THE 
CHURCH OFFICE FOR MORE INFORMATION AND 
RESERVATIONS. 

CHRISTIAN HEALING MINISTRY : The next Order 
of St. Luke Healing Service will take place on March 
9th at the church. Our speaker will be the Reverend 
Janice T. Price. She is an Ordained Methodist 
Minister and a lung cancer survivor. “YOU NEVER 
WALK ALONE" is the theme. Mark this date on your 
calendars and we hope to see you there. 

* Hr * 

THIS WEEK’S EVENTS 

Sun. (2/16): 9:00 a.m., Contemporary Worship, 
“Youth Sunday”; 10:30 a.m., Traditional Worship, 
“Youth Sunday" 

Mon.: 4:00 p.m., Loaves & Fishes; 7:00 p.m., 
Pastor Parish 

Tues.: 11:00 a.m., Heritage West 

Wed.: 9:30 a.m., Playgroup 

Thurs.: 12:00 noon, Fellowship Guild; 6:00 p.m., 
Praise Band; 7:00 p.m., Choir; 7:00 p.m., By-Law 
Committee. 

Sat.: 9:00 a.m., Newsletter Collation 

Hr * * 

Come and be blessed at either service as the Holy 
Spirit refreshes your soul. There is Church School 
and childcare available during the service. Also, fol¬ 
lowing the service there is a fellowship hour in Bryan 
Hall. Pastor Earl and his wife, Barbara, are also mem¬ 
bers of the Order of St. Luke and are always available 
for prayer after the service. 

Members of the community are invited to par¬ 
ticipate in all church events. For further informa¬ 
tion, please call the church office at 786-7111. 
Office hours are Monday through Friday, 9:00 to 
11:30 a.m. and 1:30 to 3:00 p.m. 

If you visit the Advertiser News’ 
office at 23 Southwick Street, 
Feeding Hills (above Remillard 
Insurance), please note that 
our main entrance is in the 
back. Please park on the side 
of the building and use the 
back entrance. Thank you... 
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The “Good News” from First 
Baptist Church of Agawam 


The First Baptist Church of Agawam is located at 
760 Main Street. Our telephone number is 786-7300. 
The church office is open from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 
noon on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday. 

* * * 

We invite you to come and join us at the First 
Baptist Church of Agawam on Sunday, February 16th, 
at 9:30 a.m. for our morning worship service. Your 
Greeters this morning will be the Oyola family. Pastor 
Thomas N. Rice will lead the service. Carmen Oyola 
will give the Call to Worship and Responsive Reading 
for this morning. 

Following the Children’s Story, we will have 
Scripture readings from 2 Kings, Chapter 5, verses 1- 
14, and from Mark 1, verses 40-45. Following the 
Scripture readings, Rev. Rice will give his sermon 
entitled “A Slave Girl." 

Visitors are always welcome to attend and share 
with us this special time of fellowship and worship in 
our sanctuary. Come share with us the inspirational 
message and the wonderful fellowship that you will 
find here at the First Baptist Church of Agawam. 

Hr * * 

Children of all ages are invited and encouraged to 
attend the worship service with adults. Following the 
Children’s Story, the children will leave the Sanctuary 
to attend Children’s Church (a fellowship activity for 
children ages four through the fourth grade). 

The younger children are encouraged to go to the 
Nursery for a fun time making crafts, playing with 
games and toys, and being around other children. 
Nursery care is available from 9:30 a.m. to 12:00 
noon. 

★ * * 

Visitors are encouraged to stay after the service for 
coffee and conversation in Davis Hall. Your Coffee 
Hour hosts this morning will be Lynda and Archie 
Dalla Pegorara. 

Following this time of fellowship, we offer Sunday 
School classes for adults and children. The Sunday 


School classes are for children who are in preschool 
all the way through and up to adults. 

An Adult Forum and Sermon Talkback will be 
offered for any interested adults and will take place in 
Davis Hall following the coffee hour. An Adult Bible 
Study class is also available to all interested adults 
and is held following the coffee hour in Lockhart 
Parlor. 

★ Hr Hr 

In addition, three Adult Bible Study Groups are 
being offered. These “classes" take place during the 
week. They will offer an opportunity for beginners and 
those who know a bit about the Bible and our 
Christian Faith to grow in understanding. If you have 
any questions about these groups and/or the dates 
they are offered, please speak to Pastor Tom Rice or 
call the church office at 786-7300. (No questions are 
ever out of place). 

COMING EVENTS 

* Sunday, February 16th: Worship begins at 9:30 
a.m. in the Sanctuary; Junior Youth Group meets at 
12:00 noon; Baptism Classes begin at 12:00 noon. 

* Monday, February 17th: PRESIDENTS’ DAY. 

* Tuesday, February 18th: Mr. and Mrs. Club 
meeting begins at 6:30 p.m. Covered dish supper fol¬ 
lowed by a business meeting. Entertainment following 
the meeting will be provided by the Agawam Melody 
Band; Senior Youth Group meets at 7:00 p.m. 

* Wednesday, Feb. 19th: Morning Prayer and 
Study Time starts at 7:00 a.m.; Trading Post 
Consignment Shop is open starting at 10:00 a.m. 
(Come to browse for bargains, stay to enjoy the fel¬ 
lowship. There is something for everyone!) 

* Thursday, February 20th: Choir Rehearsal 
begins in the Sanctuary at 7:00 p.m. 

* Sunday, February 23rd: Worship service begins 
at 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary; Junior Youth Group 
meets at 12:00 noon; Baptism Classes begin at 12:00 
noon; Board of Deacons’ Meeting starts at 7:00 p.m. 


******* 

For photo coverage in The Agawam Advertiser News, call 786-7747 
or 786-8137; however, please give us at least 72 hours’ notice 
prior to your event. Thank you for your cooperation in this matter... 


Home Equity Loan? Car Loan? 

NO PROBLEM! 

CONTACT YOUR LOCAL CREDIT UNION 

More Than Competitive Rates 
Open To All Who Live Or Work In Agawam 

Agawam Federal 
Credit Union 


Call Today For Further Information 
Concerning Terms And Rates - 786-2100 



■ waft i 


Mon. ■ Tues. - Wed. 9-4 
Thurs. - Fri. 9-5 


4 Washington Avenue Extension, Agawam 
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Reflections... 

Rev. Peter Monahan 

In association with 
Agawam Church of the Bible 
(413) 789-1377 
www.agawamchurch.org 

Would God be willing? 

A woman calls the minister because she is troubled 
in her heart over things she has done. She wonders, 
would God be willing ... to forgive her? The minister 
answers, “Yes, that is why Christ died on the cross. So 
•that each of us could be forgiven.” The woman then 
goes on to ask the question several more times, each 
time providing a more detailed explanation. Each time 
she asks, “Would God be willing ... to forgive me?" 
The weary woman feels like an outcast. 

In the era the Old and New Testaments describe, 
there were several types of people who qualified as 
outcasts, but perhaps no one was more of an outcast 
than a leper. A person who contracted leprosy was 
thought to be under God’s condemnation. He or she 
received no pity, only a combination of scorn and fear. 
Scorn for having become a leper. Fear that it might 
spread to another person. Obviously, the harsh reac¬ 
tion was not rational, but that's the way it was. 

The Bible tells us a story about an occasion when 
a leper met Jesus. A man with leprosy came to Him 
and begged Him on his knees, “If You are willing, 
You can make me clean.” Filled with compassion, 
Jesus reached out His hand and touched the man. 
“I am willing,” He said. “Be clean!” Immediately 
the leprosy left him and he was cured. Jesus sent 
him away at once with a strong warning: “See that 
you don’t tell this to anyone. But go, show your¬ 
self to the priest and offer the sacrifices that 
Moses commanded for your cleansing, as a testi¬ 
mony to them. ” 

This is not the only time that Jesus encountered 
people who were suffering from leprosy. The Bible 
records only a couple of such events, but there were 
probably many more such occasions. Maybe that’s 
because this leper could not quite keep his mouth 
shut, as Jesus had asked him to. Instead he went 
out and began to talk freely, spreading the news. 
This made Jesus even more popular with lepers and 
other hurting people. As a result, Jesus could no 
longer enter a town openly but stayed outside in 
lonely places. Yet the people still came to Him 
from everywhere. 

Few if any among us want to be outcasts. But 
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sometimes we feel that way, because we have done 
things we're ashamed of. All any of us has to do to get 
things right is to accept the free gift of forgiveness that 
God offers. When the Bible speaks of salvation, it 
includes but is not limited to being saved from eternal 
wrath and damnation. Salvation also incorporates the 
idea of being whole and complete in this life, with the 
wholeness continuing on for all eternity. However, 
saying we’ll accept God’s wholeness and actually 
accepting it can be two different things. 

An Old Testament story illustrates why it can be so 
hard for some people, including us, to humbly accept 
God’s provision of wholeness. Now Naaman was 
commander of the army of the king of Aram. He 
was a great man in the sight of his master and 
highly regarded. He was a valiant soldier, but he 
had leprosy. Naaman was told about the prophet 
Elisha, through whom God performed many miracles. 
So Naaman went with his horses and chariots and 
stopped at the door of Elisha’s house. Elisha sent 
a messenger to say to him, “Go, wash yourself 
seven times in the Jordan, and your flesh will be 
restored and you will be cleansed. ’’ 

Would God be willing to cure him? Yes! But 
Naaman almost talked himself out of being healed. 
But Naaman went away angry and said, “I thought 
that he would surely come out to me and stand 
and call on the name of the LORD his God, wave 
his hand over the spot and cure me of my leprosy. 
Are not Abana and Pharpar, the rivers of 
Damascus, better than any of the waters of Israel? 
Couldn’t I wash in them and be cleansed?” So he 
turned and went off in a rage. 

Naaman thought he deserved more respect, but he 
also thought that receiving God’s mercy and whole¬ 
ness should be more difficult. Naaman’s pride almost 
ruined everything that God wanted to do. Naaman’s 
servants went to him and said, “My father, if the 
prophet had told you to do some great thing, 
would you not have done it? How much more, 
then, when he tells you, ‘Wash and be cleansed’!’’ 
So he went down and dipped himself in the 
Jordan seven times, as the man of God had told 
him, and his flesh was restored and became clean 
like that of a young boy. 

Jesus referred to this event when He challenged 
some religious leaders to realize that God wanted to 
“fish in a bigger pond" than just their own. God wants 
to draw all people, whether they feel like they are out¬ 
casts or not, to Himself. The question shouldn’t be, 
would God be willing ... to have us, forgive us and 
make us whole? God’s compassion is as strong today 
as it ever was. The real question should be, would we 
be willing ... to humbly have Him make us whole? 


Agawam Church 
of the Bible’s 
news & notes 

* FATHER-DAUGHTER DANCE: 

Our ANNUAL COMMUNITY FATHER-DAUGH¬ 
TER DANCE will be held March 1st from 6:00 to 9:00 
p.m. at the Agawam Junior High School. Dads, take 
your daughters out for a special night of dancing and 
fun. 

We will have door prizes, karaoke, raffle prizes, 
plenty of food, and a variety of musical styles to dance 
to. Daughters of all ages will enjoy this special 
evening with Dad. Don’t let another year pass, Dads! 
Your “princess” needs this kind of attention. 

Tickets are $5 at the door, or they can be pur¬ 
chased following Agawam Church’s morning service 
at 12:00 noon at the Junior High. (All proceeds will 
benefit the Agawam-West Springfield Parish 
Cupboard.) 

* Sunday Mornings: 

This Sunday, Brad Wright, our Pastor, will continue 
a message series entitled “Abraham: Man of Faith." 
The messages include: "The Circumcised Life!" 
(February 16th); “The Main Thing” (February 23rd); 
and “How Prayer Works” (March 2nd). 

During every Sunday Service, a nursery and 
Children’s Church program (through the fourth grade) 
are provided throughout the morning. 

Following the 10:00 a.m. Sunday Service (at about 
11:00), we have age-divided classes for all age 
groups, and coffee and refreshments followed by two 
options for adults: an informal discussion of the morn¬ 
ing’s message (a highlight for all but especially for 
newcomers and guests as a way to get to know oth¬ 
ers) or an adult class (currently a video series by 
Bruce Wilkinson, author of "Prayer of Jabez”). 

* Small Groups: 

Our Men’s Group continues to meet every 
Saturday from 7:30 to 8:30 a.m. at the church office, 
studying Scriptures related to making Christ at home 
in our lives ("My Heart, Christ’s Home”). 

Our Ladies' Group is currently studying the book 
entitled “Boundaries" every Wednesday morning from 
9:30 to 11:30 a.m. 

We also have several evening Small Groups (Bible 
study and fellowship) for adults that meet throughout 
the week. 

* Activities: 

Our men’s White Mountains Backpacking trip was 
a great success, and another one is scheduled for 
April 24th. 

We also have our church family retreat in Lee, 
Massachusetts scheduled for the weekend of June 
1st. A family backpacking trip is planned, as well as a 
chili cook-off, a square dance, a camping trip to the 
DAR State Campground, “Promisekeepers" for men, 
and “Women of Faith" for our ladies. 

SEE ACB NEWS - Page 18 


******* 

Our classified ads cost just $15 per week for 30 words or less. 
However, we DO NOT take them over the telephone. Please 
bring them to our office at 23 Southwick Street, Feeding Hills 
Center (above Remillard Insurance Agency), or mail them 
(along with payment) to P.O. Box 263, Feeding Hills, MA 01030. 

★ * ★ * *r * * 



f Quality Home Care 

Ludlow, MA 01056 
413-547-0402 

Are You or Someone You Love 
In Need of Quality Private Care? 

Quality Home Care is a private care 
company offering Homemaking, 

Home Health Care, Companionship 
and Quality Nursing at affordable rates. 
From 1 hour a day to 24 hour’s 7-days 
a week service. Give us a call and we will 
be glad to answer any questions you may have. 
Or e-mail us at QHC4U@aol.com 
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Don't Waste It 

See, you have been made well. Sin no more, lest a worse thing come upon you. —John 5:14 

The prince of a small, oil-rich Asian nation was indicted for allegedly squandering $16 
billion of his country's wealth. Over a 10-year period, the prince is believed to have lost huge 
sums through poor judgment and bad investments. His nation's High Court said that he spent 
$2.7 billion just on aircraft, yachts, cars, and jewelry. 

While shaking my head in disbelief, I had to ask myself if I too am guilty of recklessly 
wasting riches—the riches of God's grace. If I have received His mercy and forgiveness yet 
continue to yield to sin, I am squandering His grace. 

After Jesus healed a man who had been an invalid for 38 years, the Lord said to him, 

"See, you have been made well. Sin no more, lest a worse thing come upon you" (John 5:14). It 
seems that Jesus was warning him not to waste God's healing touch on his life. Paul too pleaded 
with the Christians in Corinth "not to receive the grace of God in vain" (2 Corinthians 6:1). 
Indeed, God's grace should result in changed lives (Titus 2:11-12). 

As God freely forgives us, His grace opens the door for us to change. How tragic it would 
be to fritter away a spiritual fortune instead of allowing "the riches of His grace" to transform our 
lives! (Ephesians 1:7). —DCM 

Almighty God, Your grace impact 

Fix deep conviction on each heart; 

Nor let us waste on trifling things 
The life that Your salvation brings —Anon. 

To avoid disgrace, grow in grace. 
mvw. agawamchurch. org 
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You are Invited 
to Feeding Hills 
Congregational 

It may still be a cold winter, but you’ll be warmly 
welcomed when you visit Feeding Hills 
Congregational Church, United Church of Christ, 
located at 21 North Westfield Street. 

We are a progressive and open-minded little 
church with our faith rooted in, but not bound by tra¬ 
dition. In fact, a proud part of our Congregational her¬ 
itage is the freedom we have to reinvent ourselves for 
each new generation. 

We are not here to serve tradition, but to find what 
in tradition is helpful and to figure out what we need 
to consider in new and different ways in these new 
and uncertain times. 

* * * 

This Sunday is the sixth after Epiphany. The ser¬ 
mon will be based on Paul’s Epistle to the Romans, 
chapter 8, verses 18-19 and 28-39, in which Paul tells 
the people of his belief that God works for the good in 
all situations. 

Sunday worship will be at 10:00 and will be led by 
guest speaker Jonathan Ball. His sermon is entitled 
“Joy in Uncertain Times.” Rev. Donaldson is on vaca¬ 
tion this week. 

From 9:00-9:45, Diane Flejdasz will lead the pre¬ 
worship Bible class. She’ll be prepared to give some 
background on the Scripture of the day as well as to 
answer any questions about life at our church. That 
class meets each Sunday in the church parlor. 

Our lector this Sunday will be Lani Kretschmar. 
Tom and Chris will welcome you to worship and usher 
you to your seat. 

★ ★ * 

Our Choir will meet for rehearsal on Wednesday 
evening at 7:30. We’re always glad to welcome new 
voices to our upbeat little choir, so if you’ve ever want¬ 
ed to add your voice to a choral mix, please feel free 
to give it a try. 

*** 

If you’re searching for a new church to call home, 
we hope you'll visit us at Feeding Hills Congregational 
Church, United Church of Christ. 

Please call our office at (413) 786-5061 or e-mail 
us at feedinahillsucc@earthlink.net if you need more 
information. You will also find us on the web at http:// 
communitv.masslive.com/cc/fhccucc . 

Grace Lutheran 
to celebrate 
50th anniversary 

Grace Lutheran Church, located.at 1552 Westfield 
Street (Route 20) in West Springfield, will be 50 this 
year! 

Our Service of Celebration will take place on 
Sunday, March 2nd, at 3:00 p.m. The guest preacher 
will be the Rev. Rudy Beyer. 

You are invited to join us for a time of reflection, fel¬ 
lowship, and refreshments in Jung Hall following the 
service. 

Sacred Heart 
Band to host 

breakfast 

The Sacred Heart Band of Feeding Hills is hosting 
a pancake breakfast on Sunday, February 16th from 
8:00-11:00 a.m. 

The breakfast will be held at the Sacred Heart 
Parish Center. 

Donation is $4 for adults, $3 for children ages four 
through eight, and free for children three and under. 


“What’s happening?” 
at Faith Bible 
Church 

It may be cold outside, but the light of the Lord 
Jesus Christ warms our hearts throughout the year! 

Who Are We? We are a non-denominational 
church dedicated to honoring God by teaching, 
preaching, and implementing Biblical doctrine toward 
maturing the saints in service to our Lord and Savior. 
If you are looking for a place to worship the Lord, 
please visit us. All visitora are welcome. 

Where Are We? We are a growing church located 
at 370 Shoemaker Lane in Agawam. Call 786-1681 
for more information. 

What Can We Offer You? 

Sunday School: Adult and children’s Sunday 
School is held every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. 

Church Service: Sunday services are held at 
10:30 a.m. This Sunday’s message will be delivered 
by Senior Pastor James Jasmin. 

Children's Church: Junior Church is held at 10:30 
a.m. in the Wilma Powers chapel for children up to 
eighth grade. 

Nursery: Infant Nursery is provided for all church 
services. 

Communion: Communion is served on the first 
Sunday of the month. 

A Class on the End Times Tauaht bv Pastor 
Jasmin: Mondays - 6:30 p.m. Pastor Jasmin teaches 
a class on the “Footsteps of the Messiah.” This is a 
class based on the “End Times.” 

Mid-Week Worship Service: On Wednesday 
evening, we hold a prayer service at 6:30 p.m., and a 
praise and worship service at 7:00 p.m. This is a joy¬ 
ous time of worshipping the Lord through song. 

Youth Group: Our Youth Group meets at the 
church on Sunday evenings from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. All 
youth of the area are invited. 

Special Events: Sunday, February 16th - Faith 
Bible Church will be hosting a special day of service 
and prayer for all of our folks who will be going off to 
harm’s way, and also for 
our loved ones who will 
be losing their jobs due to 
recent budget cuts. 

Come one and all to pray 
with us on this special 
Sunday. 

Rummage 
sale at Grace 
Lutheran 
Church 

On Saturday, Februa¬ 
ry 15th from 10:00 a.m.- 
2:00 p.m., the mid-winter 
rummage sale will take 
place in the Fellowship 
Hall of Grace Lutheran 
Church, 1552 Westfield 
Street (Route 20), West 
Springfield. 

There is no entrance 
fee. If you have items to 
donate, please call the 
Church Office at 734- 
9268. 

Proceeds from the 
sale will benefit many 
church projects. All are 
welcome. 

* * * 

“Church News” 
is just one 
reason why you 
turn our pages 
every week... 


ACB NEWS - from Page 17 

Additionally, our Junior High PLUS group has a 
broom hockey night on February 21st, and a Falcons 
night planned for March 21st. 

Stay tuned and don’t miss out! 

* About ACB: 

Agawam Church of the Bible (ACB) meets every 
Sunday morning at the Agawam Junior High School 
auditorium (1305 Springfield Street, Feeding Hills) at 
10:00 a.m. 

We are a non-denominational church emphasizing 
genuinely loving relationships, Biblical teaching for life 
change, meaningful and contemporary worship, and 
the communication of the Gospel to those who don’t 
know Christ. 

Our worship is decidedly contemporary without 
neglecting great hymnody from the past. 

In our Sunday morning message, we seek to teach 
the Bible (topically or passage by passage) in a such 
a practical way that both the growing believer and the 
searching guest can benefit from it each and every 
Sunday. 

If you don’t have a church family that you call 
“home,” we would love to have you attend one or 
more of our Sunday Services to see if this is the place 
where you belong. 

If you would like to find out more about our church 
before visiting, check out our website at www. 
AaawamChurch.org or call Pastor Brad Wright at 789- 
2904. 



Our office will be open on 
Presidents’ Day (Monday, 
February 17th) ... AAA//// 


PRAISE 


-gl 

1 

-ORD 


l>1 



A. 


-1* 


> 


I will give ,|^ 
thanks to 
Lord with 
whole hes 

Psalm 1 1 '• l 


St. David's 

Episcopal Church 


699 5 pringfield Street • Feeding Hills, AAA • (413) 786-6133 


Worship Services: Saturday 5 pm 8i Sunday 8 am A 10 am 
Sunday School A AJursery (Tare: Sunday 10 am 
The Reverend Peter Fritsch 


"Reconciling and Transforming Lives in Jesus Christ Our Lord" 
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On Business 

“ We serve Him by sewing you ”... 

Cornerstone 
Christian Bookstore 
to close Feb. 22nd 

by Kathy Shepard 

Feature Editor 

“We are going to miss the personal relationships 
that have formed with our customers,” Cornerstone 
Christian Bookstore owner Larry White said. 

The Cornerstone Christian Bookstore, located at 
337 Walnut Street Extension, Agawam, will remain 
open until February 22nd. ‘‘Until then, everything is 
being sold with at least 50-percent off, possibly with 
even increased discounts. We have thousands of 
CDs, books, Bibles, videos, products for children, and 
church supplies. Some fixtures, bookshelves, and 
counters will be available for purchase, also,” White 
added. 

White own three franchises for The Shepherd's 
Guide, a yellow pages of Christian businesses, and 
he still owns a store in Springfield on Wilbraham Road 
(which is for sale). For information, the number to call 
is 786-4863. 

White told The Agawam Advertiser News, “It’s been 
a real pleasure to be able to serve the community, and 
I want to thank everyone who has supported the 
store." 

Without bitterness or blame, White expressed 
some concern over the lack of personal contact 
between customers and modern businesses, at least 
in some cases. The bank-in-the-box is an analogy 
familiar to most people, representing impersonal 
transactions rather than face-to-face contact. White 
believes that people who came through the doors of 
the Cornerstone Christian Bookstore were 
received in friendship and offered personal care. “I 
think this will be missed on both sides,” he said. 

The bookstore has been in business for eight 
years, and its motto is, "We serve Him by serving 
you." Located on Main Street in Agawam during 1994 
and 1995, the store eventually moved to its Walnut 
Street Extension location (where it has remained for 
the past six years). 

While visiting the Cornerstone Christian 
Bookstore, this writer purchased a soft-cover Bible 
for just $4 after the discount. Once inside the store, a 
shopper could find a multitude of gift ideas, such as 
gold crosses on necklaces, greeting cards, toys, stick¬ 
ers, games, stuffed animals, wall decor, tee-shirts, 
jewelry, candles, wedding gifts, artwork, Veggie Tales, 
some Bible software, and sun-catchers. 

Everything is distinctly Christian, intended for folks 

For all the hometown news, you turn our pages each and every week .. 



LARRY WHITE, owner of the Cornerstone 
Christian Bookstore at 337 Walnut Street 
Extention, Agawam, has said that he will miss 
his customers after the store closes its doors on 

February 22nd. Advertiser News photo by Kathy Shepard. 


in their Christian walk. 

Some of the inventory items, have been available 
through other stores, and those that could purchase in 
volume have naturally been able to offer lower prices 
in some cases. The Cornerstone Christian 
Bookstore, on the other hand, provided convenient 
parking and a small-town, personal atmosphere that 
will not be easily replaced. 

White has found a new tenant for the store. He 
expressed concern about the workers in the store who 
will no longer be employed. His attitude is admirable, 
and he has been keeping a positive attitude about the 
store's closing, but he said to a customer when we 
were there, “It’s a piece of who I am.” 

Until February 22nd, locals can find excellent mer¬ 
chandise at great savings. This is a good time to stop 
in and purchase some fine items at tremendous sav¬ 
ings, and to say good-bye to the folks who have man¬ 
aged to make this unique store available for many 
years. 





Holyoke 


_CREDIT UNION 

Service and Value to our Members! 

490 Westfield Road • Holyoke * 413 532-7007 

Drive - Thru Open 7:30 am Monday - Saturday 

PEG 


New: 36, 48, or 60-moiiths * Used: ’99 - ’01 48-months 

Refinance your existing loan!* 


(413) 532-7007 


HCU Info 24:1-888-267-9379 
www.holyokecu.com (M££ 

"Existing HCU loans excluded. FUSS'S NCUA 


loans do r. a«/»wy betdonyour cfeditaor* QCig 


Legal 

Memo 

by 

Alan L. Ferrigno, Esq. 
546 Springfield St., F.H. 
(413) 786-9454 


Negligence & Tort 

Tire tread separation - Vehicle Rollover 

The plaintiff reportedly was driving an aerial lift van 
for his employer. While driving on the interstate at 45 
to 50 mph, the tread on the left tire reportedly flew off, 
causing loss of control. The vehicle rolled over and 
crashed. 

The tire allegedly had been placed on the vehicle 
just 10 days earlier and had been driven for less than 
500 miles when the tread separation failure occurred. 
Unknown to the plaintiff, the defendant allegedly 
began providing retreaded tires to his employer. The 
plaintiff established, through an internationally-known 
tire failure expert, that the tire had detectable defects, 
including an unrepairable hole and belt separation, 
prior to retreading, and that it should not have under¬ 
gone retreading. The plaintiff also contended that the 
retread was unsuitable for the aerial lift vehicle, which 
did not have dual wheels on the rear axle. 

The plaintiff claimed to have lost his job as a field 
engineer while being actively treated and could not 
regain his position when he was cleared to return to 
work by his neurosurgeon. Instead, the plantiff was 
forced to take a lower paying position in a different 
line of work. 

The defendant claimed that the plaintiff suffered no 
lasting damages because his current work was vigor¬ 
ous and proved his good health and full physical 
recovery. 

The case was settled for $1 million, resulting in 
recovery by the plaintiff. 

Attorney Alan L. Ferrigno maintains an office at 
546 Springfield Street, Feeding Hills, 
Massachusetts. If you have a legal question, 
Attorney Ferrigno will attempt to address the 
same in this column. Please send any questions 
to the address listed above. 

Network Alliance 
Group (NAG) to 
host Guest Day 

Business professionals in the surrounding 
Agawam areas are invited to attend an informal Guest 
Day on Thursday, Feb. 20th at 7:00 a.m. at The 
Captain Charles Leonard House, 663 Main Street, 
Agawam. 

Chat with other business professionals, enjoy a 
continental breakfast (free of charge), and find out 
why this dynamic “Business Referral Group" is grow¬ 
ing in leaps and bounds. 

Guest speaker for the morning will be Kim Goulette 
from “Make A Wish." A short video and talk about vol¬ 
unteering will feature the wish-granting goals for 2003 
and what the business community can do to help. 

Save Feb. 20th on your calendar to have breakfast 
with your peers for fun and profit. Pre-registration is 
not necessary, but if you would like more information, 
please contact Cindy Ayre, 789-0812; Craig 
Zampiceni, 748-6574; Adrienne Grabowski, 860-745- 
3548; or Sam Dupuis, 860-763-5030. 

Our office will be open on 
Presidents’ Day (Monday, 
February 17th) ... 
Advertiser News!!! 
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Verbal agreements are a big mistake... 

You may have heard the old saying, “Verbal agree¬ 
ments are as good as the paper they're written on." If 
not, then pay attention. A verbal agreement is never a 
good idea in real estate. 

It’s nice to do business with friends and family. 
There’s a comfort level and a feeling of trust. You 
know their word has always been good. 

But sometimes, what one person says is not exact¬ 
ly what the other person hears. Have you ever played 
the game where you get a group of people together? 
The first person whispers something in someone’s 
ear. The whispered phrase or sentence is passed 
along, and by the time it gets to the last person it is 
completely different. 

This is an excellent example of why any real estate 
transaction, even a small one, should be document¬ 
ed. It has nothing to do with trusting or not trusting the 
other person. You don’t want a small misunderstand¬ 
ing to cost you a friend. 

When entering into an agreement to sell or pur¬ 
chase, make sure you have a binding and legal doc¬ 
ument that states exactly what each party is expected 
to do. And be very specific. 

If you are selling your home and absolutely cannot 
live without those curtains in the living room, or the 
chandelier given to you by Grandma, make sure this 
is specified in the contract. 

Likewise, if you are the buyer, you will want to have 
in writing the expectation of a “broom clean” property. 
Appliances, window treatments, area rugs, and other 
items that are not attached should be addressed in 
the contract. 

Go over the contract line by line with your real 
estate agent or attorney. Sign on the dotted line only 
when you are comfortable with the contents. This is 
the best way to protect your interests and maintain 
your friendships. 

Pam Savioli is a full-time professional Realtor 
with over 17 years of experience. Call Pam at (413) 
748-7565 with any real estate questions you might 
have. 


Our office will be open on Presidents’ 
Day (Monday, February 17th)... 
ADVERTISER NEWS!!! 

Dancing Is Fun 


STUDIO of DANCE 


Agawam Chamber members tour 
Cambrige Credit Counseling Corp. 



AGAWAM CHAMBER OF COMMERCE members had the recent opportunity to visit 
Cambridge Credit Counseling Corp., Inc. as part of the Chamber's "Spotlight on Business 
Program." Cambridge Credit is a not-for-profit organization offering credit counseling and 
debt management services to clients throughout the United States. For information on upcom¬ 
ing "Spotlight on Business" tours, call (413) 755-1307. From left: Guy Swiatlowski of 
Cambridge Credit; Brook Ashby of Penfield Productions, Ltd., Agawam Chamber President; 
and Chuck Lombardo of Cambridge Credit. 

United Cooperative Bank reports 
record earnings in 2002 


The Board of Directors and President Richard B. 
Collins announced that United Cooperative Bank had 
record earnings of $5.2 million in 2002. The bank’s 
operating financials showed a 17.5 percent growth in 
core deposits and a 9 percent growth in total deposits 
to $534 million. Total assets rose to $624 million. 

“Deposit growth is in part due to the opening of a 
new branch at 238 Center Street, Ludlow, and the 
expansion of the bank’s 14 Russell Road, Huntington 
branch,” reports Collins. 

Collins also announced that United had record lev¬ 
els of residential mortgage loan originations, $104 mil¬ 
lion, the highest level ever attained in the bank’s his¬ 
tory. 

In addition, the bank’s commercial lending depart¬ 
ment originated and 
^"““1 closed $62.9 million in 
loans with a portfolio of 
$157 million. Together, 
Location with the record 

745 Main street Consumer and Home 

in the Agawam ] E qu jt y loan originations 

Congregational Church J 

Convenient Parking S 


of $62.3, the total loan originations were $229.2 mil¬ 
lion during 2002. 

The year 2002 saw the successful introduction of 
online business banking products for both small and 
large business markets, Business Bank and 
BusinessManager. 

In an effort to make homeownership more afford¬ 
able, in 2002 the bank unveiled the Massachusetts 
Municipal Mortgage program for town or city employ¬ 
ees. Under this program done in collaboration with 
MassHousing, municipal employees in Hampden and 
Hampshire counties can qualify for a mortgage pro¬ 
gram with no down payment and 100 percent financ¬ 
ing for qualified applicants. 

According to President Collins, “We are pleased to 
announce that the bank has had a strong year. We're 
proud of the growth in our asset and deposit base, 
and particularly pleased with our success in attracting 
new customer households to United. We’re a thriving 
community bank with loans to residents and busi¬ 
nesses in our local communities representing 74 per¬ 
cent of our assets.” 


JAZZ * TAP * BALLET *HIP-HOP * TOE * LYRICAL 


Ages 2 thru Adult 



* Trophy Awarded To All 

Students £&pS& 

* Efficient, Well-Run Recitals 

* Dedicated Teachers 

* We Love Kids & It Shows! 

* Delightful Toddler & Children's Dances 

* Teens & Adults Learn Newest & Latest Steps 

* Grace * Poise * Self-Confidence 

* Preschool Specialist 

It’s Not Too Late^ 0 ^ ^ 
To Join Now!!! 

—~ New Classes Forming... 

"New” Belly Dance Course ^ 

" 7^4 


Call 782-4600 

Teaching Quality Dance For 45 Years 

* Graduate of Dance Educators & Dance Masters of America 
* Professional Dance Teachers Assoc. - N.A.D.A.A. 






Servicing 
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& Models 


State-Of-The Art Frame 
Straightening Machines 
Heated Down-Draft Spray Booth 
Free Pick-Up and Delivery 
Rental Vehicles Available 
AH Work 100% Guaranteed 


250 SPRINGFIELD ST. • AGAWAM 
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See cteofiy and comfortably in virtually any fight, 
rrcmitions* are as clear as regular lenses 
indoors. But step outside, and they darken 
as much as necessary to protecl your eyes 
from Ihe sun. Now Ihal's smart. Very smart. 
Come talk with us to learn more. 


Agawam Opticians 


Transitions - 

Right in any Ityhf 


338 Walnut St. Ext., Agawam - 786-0719 - “Since 1972” 

50%, 2nd Pair Discount, Over 800 Frames To Choose From, Eyeglasses, 
Eye Prams, Contact Lenses, Senior Discount, Blue Cross/HMO Blue Discount, 
Health New England Discount, Tufts - Secure Horizons - Blue Care 65 
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There is a better way... 


Agawam Family Physicians 
is pleased to offer a New 
Cosmetic Service to both 
the general public as well 
as our existing patients. 

* Spider vein removal 

* Shaving bump treatment 

* Skin Rejuvenation 

* Permanent hair reduction 


Our fees for these services are substantially less than our 
competitors. If you have ever considered 
cosmetic laser treatments but have concerns about 
the procedure or expense, give us a call. 

We will arrange a no cost consultation for you and insure 
your questions will be fully and promptly addressed. 

Fulfiling your trust has always been our highest piority. 


Call 413-786-0880 to Arrange a Free Consultation 


Hampden County Physician-Associates, LLC 

Dr. Michael Jawitz TTJL. 

141 Main Street Agawam, MA 01001 ■*- -^<£5 

Tel: (413) 786-0880 * fax (413) 789-4323 
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Chiropractic Care 

by Dr. Tami Nelson 
Chiropractic Physician 
Hampden County Chiropractic 
850 Springfield St. - Feeding Hills 
786-4820 


From Bay state Medical Center... 

Make it a healthy Valentine’s Day 
for that special someone 


Life decisions 

I love reading articles that confirm my own person¬ 
al philosophy on life. I came across a few the other 
day in the Dynamic Chiropractic newsletter that I 
thought were right up my alley. 

First, a report in the New England Journal of 
Medicine suggests that a dusty environment may help 
prevent children from developing asthma. 
Researchers collected dust and bacteria from chil¬ 
dren’s mattresses and found children living in the 
cleanest environments were more likely to suffer from 
asthma. The lowest rates of the breathing disorder 
were found in the dirtiest homes. (My children do not 
suffer from asthma - oh, the sacrifices I make for their 
health!) Research from Denmark suggests that a 
moderate amount of wine can help prevent the devel¬ 
opment of some types of dementia, including 
alzheimers disease. (Unfortunately for beer lovers, 
their risk of developing dementia appeared to 
increase slightly.) So, for prevention of future prob¬ 
lems, wine should be consumed moderately. 

My favorite study was conducted by German psy¬ 
chologists, who concluded that back pain can be 
made worse by a sympathetic spouse. Researchers 
found that individuals with spouses sympathetic in 
such ways as fetching medicines, giving massages, 
and generally waiting on the patient showed a much 
higher response to pain. A lower pain response was 
seen when the spouse distracted the patient with 
other activities, or simply left the room. The presence 
of a sympathetic spouse in the room appeared to 
increase the sensitivity to pain, suggesting some kine 
of conditioned response. (So, honey, when 1 roll my 
eyes and leave the room when you're complaining, 
I’m doing this for you. It lessens your pain! And you 
thought I didn’t care!!) I’ll continue to be diligent about 
locating future articles that may help support our life 
decisions! 

Dr. Nelson maintains an office at Hampden 
County Chiropractic, 850 Springfield St, Feeding 
Hills - 786-4820. 


Think restraint and moderation before diving into 
that mega-size box of chocolates for Valentine’s Day. 

“Chocolate contains calories and no vitamins or 
other nutrients," said Sheila Sullivan, MEd, RD, a reg¬ 
istered dietitian in Baystate Medical Center’s 
Department of Cardio-Pulmonary Rehab Services. 

She continued, “Cocoa butter is the fat in choco¬ 
late. The good news is that it is highly saturated, but 
does not raise serum cholesterol levels. This is an 
exception to the rule regarding how saturated fat 
raised blood cholesterol. But calories still count, so 
moderation remains the rule.” 

February is American Heart Month, and the Heart 
Association recommends that 30 percent or less of 
the calories you consume should come from fat, and 
less than 10 percent from saturated fat. 

In three pieces of assorted chocolates, there are 
approximately nine grams of fat, five grams are satu¬ 
rated fat, and the three chocolates are equal to 190 
calories. Forty-five percent of calories come from fat. 

Eating a two-pound box of chocolates, which con¬ 
tains some 65 pieces of chocolate, would result in the 
consumption of approximately 200 grams of fat and 
4,200 calories. 


The consumption of 3,500 calories is equivalent to 
gaining one pound of weight, noted Sullivan. 

In order to burn off calories consumed by eating a 
two-pound box of chocolates, a person would have to 
walk at a rate of 4 mph for 13.2 hours, walk upstairs 
for six hours, or run at a rate of 8 mph for 6.4 hours, 
Sullivan emphasized. 

As an alternative to buying your loved one a box of 
chocolates, Sullivan suggested purchasing candies 
such as jelly beans, gum drops, or hard candies. 
These candies still have calories, but contain no fat, 
she said. For example, 10 large jelly beans contain 
approximaely 104 calories. 

“You don’t need to completely deny yourself or your 
loved one sweets," said Sullivan, "so why not treat 
your Valentine with more heart-healthy candies that 
are fat-free and lower in calories?" 

Nevertheless, chocolate has been the most popu¬ 
lar candy since the mid-1800s. And, if you cannot live 
without it, then try to limit your intake of other high-fat 
foods and reduce your portion size. 

“There’s always that one-pound box of chocolates 
instead of the five-pounder," said Sullivan. “A bouquet 
of fresh flowers is also nice and does not contain any 
calories." 


“For Your Health" is just one more reason why you turn our pages 
each and every week ... ADVERTISER NEWS!!! 


Carpet 3 Rooms • Textured carpet in 24 colors 

★ Good: $629 * Better: $809 * Best: $1034 * 
Based on 45 Sq. yds. or 405 Sq. Ft. ♦ Free in-home estimates 


Enfield Carpet Center 

Hours: Monday - Friday 10-6, Thursday 10-8, Saturday 10-5 

302 Enfield Street • Rte 5 • Enfield, CT ♦ 860-745-6898 
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by Judes Ziemba 

Center for Self-Development 
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Your Health 



Light Therapy 

History: The oldest form of light therapy is natural 
sunlight. It has been used for healing throughout his¬ 
tory. Greek physician Hippocrates prescribed sunlight 
for certain disorders. He often would send his patients 
to recuperate in buildings that were roofless. During 
the smallpox epidemic, a red light was used and 
patients’ sickrooms were covered with red curtains 
and patients were wrapped in red sheets. It was not 
until the beginning of the 1980’s that doctors started 
using bright light therapy for seasonal affective disor¬ 
der and other ailments. 

What is Light Therapy? According to the book 
Alternative Medicine: The D efinitive Guide, many 
health disorders can be traced to problems with the 
circadian rhythm, the body’s inner clock, and how it 
governs the timing of sleep, hormone production, and 
other biological functions. Disturbances in this rhythm 
can lead to health problems such as sleep disorders 
and depression. Natural sunlight and various forms of 
light therapy can reestablish the body's natural 
rhythm, and are becoming an integral treatment for 
many related health conditions. 

What should you know about visiting a profes¬ 
sional? The first thing you should do is contact a 
knowledgeable healthcare professional about the dif¬ 
ferent forms of light therapy for your particular health 
concern. 

A professional who can make an accurate diagno¬ 
sis and treatment of that ailment or any other ailments 
should administer ultraviolet light therapy for skin con¬ 
ditions. 

What is Light Therapy used for? According to the 
Alternative Advisor: The Complete Guid e to Natural 
Therapies and Alternative Treatments , full-spectrum 
light therapy is used to treat various ailments such as 
high blood pressure, skin conditions, depression, etc. 

Bright light therapy has been effective in treating 
seasonal affective disorder (SAD). Cold laser therapy 
is used primarily to relieve chronic pain and help heal 
wounds. Colored Light Therapy is used for depres¬ 
sion, sleep problems, chronic pain, stress, and hives. 

In what areas is Light Therapy healpful? The 
targeted ailments include arthritis, carpal tunnel syn¬ 
drome, depression, headache, high blood pressure, 
menstrual problems, pain, skin problems, stress, and 
tendinitis, to name just a few. 

The future of Light Therapy: “Light is the medi¬ 
cine of the future,” says Jacob Liberman, O.D., PH.D, 
Director of the Aspen Center for Energy Medicine, 
adding that those working in the field today are dis¬ 
covering new applications all the time for not only 
improving one's physical health, but also one's psy¬ 
chological and spiritual well-being. Many of the light 
therapies can be used at I • 


Dr. Joseph S. Schlaffer 

Schlaffer Chiropractic Offices 
192 Shoemaker Lane 
Agawam 


Headaches aren’t normal 

A variety of factors may produce headaches, 
including poor posture, eyestrain, lack of (or exces¬ 
sive) sleep, physical exertion, fatigue, colds, flu, aller¬ 
gic reactions, problems involving the eyes or teeth, 
reaction to medications, and hunger. Some women 
are particularly susceptible before menstruation or 
when using oral contraception. 

Although headaches may be felt in the head, 
research has shown that the cause may be else¬ 
where. Dr. Harold G. Wolfe of New York Hospital, a 
pioneer researcher in the field, describes headaches 
as “biological reprimands.” 

Some 75 percent of headache sufferers get “ten¬ 
sion headaches." Some 20 percent suffer vascular 
headaches (“migraine or cluster"). The muscle-con¬ 
traction or tension headache sufferers feel a dull, 
steady, persistent ache, a squeezing “hat band” pres¬ 
sure or tightness sensation. 

These headaches, chiropractic and other allied 
health care research has shown, stem from pro¬ 
longed muscle contraction in the neck, back and 
head, usually due to prolonged tension. 

More painful and disabling are vascular 
headaches. In these, there is a severe throbbing pain 
(in time with the heartbeat) usually concentrated on 
one side of the head. A migraine (suffered by women 
three to one over men) is accompanied by nausea 
and great sensitivity to light and noise. “Cluster 
headaches," which may occur several times a day, 
sometimes for a number of days, then disappear a 
while, are excruciating. All vascular headaches have 
a similar biological mechanism involving complicated 
blood-hormonal changes. 

Headaches may also result from injury. For exam¬ 
ple, injury to the delicate structures of the neck during 
a “whiplash” is common. 

Can drugless methods be used to treat your 
headaches? A study of 1,500 migraine headache suf¬ 
ferers by the Canadian Migraine Foundation discov¬ 
ered more than 50 percent satisfaction with the effec¬ 
tiveness of chiropractic in combination with exercise 
and other drugless treatments. 

If you’re in reasonably good health, you have a 
right to wonder why you suffer from recurring 
headaches. A resort to aspirin and other medication 
may dull the pain for awhile, but if the headaches per¬ 
sist, you should seek effective treatment. 

Call the Schlaffer Chiropractic Office at 192 
Shoemaker Lane, 789-1369. 


home providing a pain- 
free environment and 
inexpensive alternative 
to surgery and drugs. 

Judes Ziemba main¬ 
tains an office at the 
Center for Self- 
Development, 83 
Industrial Lane, 

Agawam, 789-4511. 


All the 
local 
news 
A AN!!! 


REEN ORTHODONTICS 

David B. Reen, DMD and Thomas K. Reen, DMD 
announce the RELOCATION of their West 
Springfield office from 61 Van Deene Avenue 

to 

46 Daggett Drive, Suite IB 
West Springfield, MA 

(413) 733-2477 

We are accepting new patients. Please call to set up 
an appointment. We would love to have the 
opportunity to meet you. 


February 13, 2003 

“Nursing 
Educational 
Fair” slated at 
Heritage Woods 

Genesis Eldercare’s Heritage Woods Assisted 
Living Community will be hosting a “Nursing 
Educational Fair” on February 20th from 2:00 to 4:30 
p.m. 

The University of Massachusetts at Amherst, Our 
Lady of the Elms College, American International 
College, Berkshire Community College, Greenfield 
Community College, Holyoke Community College, 
and Springfield Technical Community College will be 
represented. Information about LPN, RN, RN to BSN, 
and Master’s programs will be available. 

The fair is open to the public. Heritage Woods is 
located at 462 Main Street, Agawam. 

For more information, please contact Barbara gan 
at 786-8000, ext. 266. 

“For Your Health” is just 
one more reason why 
you turn our pages 
each and every week ... 
ADVERTISER NEWS!!! 

HEALTHY 

SERVICE 

From Folk Lore to the Latest 
Research and Discoveries, at 
Choice Health we are 
Vitamin, Herb and 
! Supplement Specialists. 

100% Satisfaction 
; Guaranteed! 

OSCucXJl^lM Westfield Shops 
Health Food Storo Mon. TSur* t =1 sp 

www.choice-health.com_ 



Happy VaZenttne-V Vay 

Dr. Tami Nelson 
Jjffok Hampden County 
L. M Chiropractic 

850 Springfield Street 

Feeding Hills, MA 01030 
786-4820 
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“The Food 


Dude ” 


by John Walters 


WMAS 1450 AM 

' ' Y ’ 


Lets talk about 


“mythological creatures”... 

How many of you believe in the Minotaur, a fantas¬ 
tic beast from the ancient Greeks? Santa Claus? Or 
the Easter Bunny? I know I have shocked some of 
you. Do not fret. If your belief system is strong and in 
place, I will not be able to rock you. 

I am finding out that many of you believe in the 
Neiman Marcus cookie recipe that has floated around 
the Internet. 

Yes, Neiman Marcus sells recipes for $250 a pop, 
and if you believe that, you probably believe that I go 
to people's homes and cook for them for free. 

If you want to make that cookie recipe, all you have 
to do is add 1 C chopped pecans, 1 C course chopped 
fine chocolate, 1 C finely milled rolled oats, and an 
extra egg to your original toll house recipe. 

You cannot believe everything you get in the mail, 
on the Internet, or at a pot-luck church supper. 

Remember the words of one of the finest salesman 
in the world, RT. Barnum; I quote him - “There is a 
sucker born every minute and two to take him." 

The emphasis is on the two to take him. We are 
sold so many things by the soft suggestion that it will 
make us better looking, regain our youth, grow hair, or 
smell better. 

(OK, that last one works; some of us need to smell 
better. Just not you or me, right?) 

When you get invited to attend these pot-luck sup¬ 
pers, try not to put too much pressure on those 
around you. Enjoy it for what it is worth. Here are few 
things not to be consumed... 

* Anything cooked in a bag. I was asked recently 
about cooking a boneless prime rib in a roasting bag. 
It is no longer a roast; it is then stew. Whoever start¬ 
ed that whole “baked in a plastic bag" should be 
forced to eat the food and then dragged in back of a 
Buick for two miles at around 45 mph. 


4 Do not eat the custard pies that have sat unre¬ 
frigerated for hours. 

* Those steak sandwiches at the fairground - 
they are the worst! Do yourself a favor and save the 
five bucks. 

* Chicken McNuggets. Have you ever really bro¬ 
ken one open and looked at what is inside? Gristle, 
fat, skin and a little meat. What kind of meat, I’m not 
sure. 


* Coffee from a Starbucks. The only way to drink 
that stuff is if you like the taste and smell of the bot¬ 
tom of an ashtray. The coffee and cookies I had at my 
first visit were horrible. 


* Pizza when you are on any turnpike rest area. 

* Denny’s late-night menu. 

* Except for a few locations like Curtis in 
Putney Vermont, any BBQ north of Virginia. 

Yankees think BBQ is meat with sauce on it. You’re 
wrong - BBQ is BBQ, and grilled ribs with sauce is 
exactly that. 

* Those bags of pecans they sell at the roadway 
stores as you are leaving Florida, Georgia, and the 
Carolinas. 

Those are “second" and a Southerner will not eat 
them, so we sell them to the Yankees going home. 

I hope you save this article and paste it up to 
remind you when you are getting ready to make a 
mistake and eat some of the things on this list. 

Good food is a blessing. I hope I have saved you a 
few tummy aches. 


Remember, listen to the "Food Dude" - it is not what 
you’re eating that’s most important ... it is whom 
you’re dining with! 


Be sure to listen to my radio show every Saturday 
on WMAS AM 1450 from 12:00 noon to 2:00 p.m. 

And, by all means pay a visit to my website - 
www.foodduderadio.com - for more recipes; while 
you're there, make sure you visit the restaurant guide. 



JOHN 
WALTERS’ 
radio show 
can be heard 
each Saturday 
from 12:00 
noon to 2:00 
p.m. on WMAS 
1450 AM... 


Valentine’s Cabaret 
offers welcome 
evening out 

Tired of long hours at work? Struggling to find 
some time to relax and get away for awhile even if it’s 
only somewhere in town? Why not reserve a table at 
THE RED DOOR THEATRE, 152 S. Westfield St., 
Feeding Hills for the Valentine’s Cabaret “ONE 
ENCHANTED EVENING," which runs Friday and 
Saturday, February 14th and 15th at 7:30 p.m.? 

“ONE ENCHANTED EVENING” features veteran 
performers Lyle Pearsons of Suffield and Margie 
Secora of Southwick, who sing the music of 
Broadway, Pop, and Country, as well as performing 
some comedy sketches and a one-act play. You are 
seated at candlelit tables complete with a comple¬ 
mentary bottle of non-alcoholic champagne, a silk 
rose, and a chocolate heart. The mood is relaxing, 
intimate, and warm. 

Although all performances at THE RED DOOR 
THEATRE are family-oriented, this evening is specifi¬ 
cally for adults 16-100. Audience members are 
encouraged to bring their own basket of goodies to 
enjoy or they may purchase snacks from the refresh¬ 
ment bar. 

Ticket price is a modest $25 per couple ($12.50 per 
person). Many audience members come as couples; 
however, this event is also becoming popular with 
women’s groups or simply as a fun evening to get 
together with friends. Tables can seat anywhere from 
two to 10 people. 

For ticket reservations, call 789-2026. 

Want to surprise your 
friends, family members, or 
co-workers when they turn a 
“certain age”? Then be sure 
to put a “Birthday Ad” in The 
Agawam Advertiser News.... 


For the best in local goods and services, 
be sure to check our classifieds each 
and every week...AAN!H 

AGAWAM 
DENTAL CARE 

James Maslowski DMD / Ronald Pahl Jr. DMD 


The key to good oral hygiene is a 
regimen of regular professional care. 
Preventive dentistry will help to avoid 
the pain and expense associated with 
more serious dental problems in the 
future. 

Avoid problems before they start, call 
for an appointment today. 

Ronald Pahl Jr. D.M.D. 

Janies E. Maslowski D.M.D. 

Feeding Hills Springfield 

1325 Springfield St. 1490 Allen Street 

786-7313 782-4242 




Anthony G. # 


•ItmsWlff? 

Over 24 jears experience in legal representation 

746-9800 


101 STATE STREET, SPRINGFIELD 
Free parking available 


The Law Office of 
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ACROSS 

I “Hems and_” 

5 BPOE member 
8 Accountant 

II Complain 

15 “Thanks_” 

16 Spoken 

18 Toupee? 

19 Bird (German) 

20 Ripped up 

21 Become weary 

22 Achy 

23 “Hud” actress 

24 Prey for “Star Trek” 
crew 

26 Evening predator 

28 Terminal abbr. 

29 Part of the “KKK” 

31 Sticky black sub¬ 
stance 

32 Polite in manner 
36 Tied 

38 Deer parasites 

42 Survives 

43 Council 

46 Lois of “The Daily 
Planet” 

47 Soft mineral 

48 Black 

49 Type of hat 

51 Part of a semester 

53 Sentence part 

54 Legume 

55 Pigpen 

56 Is 

58 Cooking measure¬ 
ment 

60 Finale 

61 Viper 

64 Ocean 

65 Tinted 

67 Grassy area 
71 Book section 

73 Equal 

74 Roman thirteen 


76 Cairn in Oz 

77 Of a union of states 
79 Actor Gene 

81 Upright marker 

83 Adorn 

84 Saves 

85 Epoch 
87 Unite 

89 Building addition 

90 Northeastern bruin 
94 National bird 

100 Verdi opera 

101 Malaria 

102 Soft cheese 

103 Singer Howard 

104 Beat it! 

105 Sun’s name 

106 Oracle 

107 English composer 

108 Pianist Myra 

109 Estimate (abbr.) 

110 Spots 

111 Matched pairs 

DOWN 

1 Biblical has 

2 Baseball family name 

3 Dirt dweller 

4 Tier 

5 Lands 

6 Relating to the laity 

7 Captain of the 
“Enterprise” 

8 Der Bingle 

9 Whirr 

10 Clerk 

11 Fierce baboon 

12 Table spread 

13 “There ‘oughta be 

jj 

14 Carter on Broadway 
17 Writing table 

22 Beardless 
25 Red color 
27 Munch 

30 Citrus predators? 


Meet The Master - by Dick Mastroianni... 



32 Precious stone 

33 Doorway sign 

34 Goodly 

35 Peter the Great 
37 Dozed off 

39 Taxies 

40 Boy Scout specialty 

41 Like Theda Bara? 

43 Executive director 

44 Adjoin 

45 Legal claim to prop¬ 
erty 

50 Noblewoman 

52 Spar 

53 Got closer 

57 Snorkler’s delight 
59 Wildcat 

61 Scene division 

62 Ruined 

63 Crown of the head 
66 Snake-like fish 

68 Shaft 

69 Fairway attraction 


70 “Carpe _” 

72 Dogpatch smellers 

73 Safe 

75 Tax agency 

78 Fail to keep a con¬ 
tract 

79 Metal workers 

80 Doing nothing 
82 Boat 

84 Depended on 
86 Humble 
88 Loses momentum 

90 Hit 

91 Nits 

92 Rehan et al 

93 Swelled things 

95 Realm 

96 Wanted poster info 

97 “Pretty Woman” 
star 

98 Pre-Easter season 

99 French eels 


Tuesday Morning 
Musk Club to 
host concert 

On Sunday, February 16th at 2:00 p.m., in the 
Griswold Auditorium at American International 
College on State Street in Springfield, the Junior 
Extension of the TMMC will be presented. 

Several of these talented young musicians, from 
elementary to high school ages, will perform. This is 
always a favorite program of the parent club, as we 
see and hear these artists of the future. 

This year’s young artists represent Agawam, 
Wilbraham, Westfield, Longmeadow, Southwick, 
Chicopee, Hadley, Springfield, and Monson and 
include vocalists and a nice variety of instrumental¬ 
ists. This concert is free and all are invited and 
encouraged to attend the reception following. 

For more information, call 568-8405. 


For all the hometown news, you turn our pages each and every week ... 

Agawam Advertiser News!!! 


Springfield 

Turnvereie 

176 Garden Street, Feeding Hills 

786-0924 


BINGO 

(A Smoke-Free Environment) 

EVERY SUNDAY 6:30 P.M. 


Catering To - Weddings, Banquets, 
Parties and Receptions 
Karaoke - Fridays at 8 P.M. 

Two Rooms Available With Seating Up To 250 People 


Free Market Analysis - No Obligation 

mm 


LANDMARK 


Realtors® 

Call or Come in Today and Experience 
Honest , Old-Fashioned Hometown Service 

1353 Springfield Street, Feeding Hills Center 
Tel. (413) 789-0772 

Fax. (413) 786-3153 

feedinghills@landmarkre.com 


* CHINA STAR M 

Specializing in Chinese Food to Take-Out 

382 Main Street - Agawam, Ma. 
789-7170* 789-7196 

Buy One Lunch or Dinner 
Combo, Receive 2nd 
Combo At 

Half Price 

- No Quantity Limits - Expires 2/20/03 (With This Coupon) 
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Education 

D.A.R.E. graduation held at Middle School 


AMONG THE AUDIENCE MEMBERS at the recent DARE graduation held at Agawam 9 
Middle School were various elected officials and school administrators. From left: State Rep. V 
Dan Keenan, State Senator Linda Melconian, Mayor Richard Cohen, Police Chief Robert , 

Campbell, Superintendent of Schools Dr. Mary Czajkowski, DARE Officer Kami Langevin, j 

Middle School Vice-Principal Lou Spiro, Middle School Principal Ralph Zavarella, and Police • _I 

Lieutenant Steve Draghetti. Adveru., Nows pl ,,„o by « a ,h y sh,„ard. __ DARE graduates Eri „ MaUory (above) 

■ . • - - ^ - 1 

their ’'Certificates of Achievement” during 
the recent ceremony at Agawarn Middle 

SdlOof. \tJ \vrtiscr News photos In bath} Shepard. 


AGAWAM DARE OFFICERS Karen Langevin (far left) and John Field (far right) are pictured 
above with Peer Leaders Amanda Rozanski, Amy Luginbuhl, Heather Burgen, Kristin Bushey, 
and Rebecca Leupo. Advertiser News photo by Kathy Shepard. 


Parent Information 
Night scheduled 
for March 5th 


In preparation for Agawam’s Kindergarten 
Registration, a Parent Information Night will be held 
on Wednesday, March 5th at 6:30 p.m. at Robinson 
Park School. 

Parents of all children entering kindergarten in 
September 2003 are invited to attend. The program 
will be to answer questions parents might have in 
regard to their child entering school in September. 
Children who will be five years of age prior to October 
1, 2003^re eligible for enrollment in kindergarten in 
September. 

Screening dates are as follows: Phelps School, 
March 20th & 21st; Robinson Park School, March 
27th & 28th; Granger School, April 3rd and 4th; Clark 
School, April 10th & 11th. 


AGAWAM DARE OFFICERS John Field and Karen Langevin congratulate the winners of an 
essay contest at the graduation ceremony (from left): Nicholas Morassi, Caitlin Simpson, Deepa 
Desair, and Nicolette Gonyca. Advertiser News photo by Kathy Shepard. 
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Local students 
named to honor 


named to Hartwick named to dean’s named to honor 
College Dean’s List list at Spfld. College roll at St. Thomas 


Harwick College senior Justin D. Kratovil of 
Feeding Hills, son of Rosemary Kratovil and Mark 
Kratovil, has been named to the fall term Dean’s List 
at Hartwick College. 

Inclusion on Hartwick’s Dean’s List is an indication 
of excellent academic work, including the completion 
of a full course load with at least a 3.5 grade point 
average, based on a 4.0 scale. 

Kratovil is majoring in biology. At Hartwick, he has 
participated in the Big Brother/Big Sister Program, 
Outing Club, Student Union, H.O.P.E, Ski Club, 
Health Squad, Darkling Gaming Club, and Tri-Beta. 

Hartwick College is an innovative, private, coedu¬ 
cational liberal arts and sciences institution of 1,400 
students. The College is a leader in integrating 
advanced technology into the classroom, and among 
small colleges its study-abroad program is ranked 
fourth nationally in the percentage of students who 
study abroad. 

Hartwick is located in Oneonta, New York in the 
foothills of the Catskills. 

Aaron Orsatti 
awarded degree 
from Spfld. College 

Aaron Orsatti of Agawam was awarded a Bachelor 
of Science degree from Springfield College in 
December 2002. 

Springfield College serves more than 5,000 stu¬ 
dents at its main campus in Springfield and at satel¬ 
lite campuses of its School of Human Services in 
Boston; Inglewood/Los Angeles and San Diego, 
California; Wilmington, Delaware; Tampa, Florida; 
Manchester, New Hampshire; St. Johnsbury, 
Vermont; and Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 

At its main campus, the college offers 50 under¬ 
graduate and 14 graduate major areas of study. 

The School of Human Services offers bachelor’s 
and master’s degree programs in human services on 
weekends for working adults. 


Springfnelcd Csall&ge has named the following local 
residents to the dean’ s list for academic excellence 
for the IFaall 2002 term: 

From Agaiwaam: Cyrnthia Moore, Kornelia Moysis, 
ShaunaWaoBWiecz, Brandan Orsatti. 

From Fee din *g HI ills: FaustineArel, Mathieu Perry. 

Founded im 1;535, Springfield College emphasizes 
the educaltiom ofr Headers far the allied health sciences, 
human amid social services, sports and movement 
activities, ancd:lh<earts and sciences. 

Its distinctive huima.Tiics philosophy - education of 
the whale ipersaam in spirit, mind and body, prepares 
students fcor I lead;ers.hip' in serv ice to others. 

It is would renown ed as the b rthplace of basketball, 
a game created by Professor James Naismith in 
1891, and, as, the alma mater of William G. Morgan, 
inventor of volleyrballl. 

Local residents 
named to dean’s 
list al Quinnipiac 

The fol lowing: local residents were named to 
Quinnipiiac University's dean's list for the Fall 2002 
semester 

From Agawam: Rachel Morris, Ann Paquette. 
From FeecriirnglhHiills',: Carolyn Gomes. 

Quinnipiiac i.Wruive-rsiby is a private, nonsectarian, 
coeducational ernstitutiion located in Hamden, 
Connecticut jujst 90 minutes north of New York City 
and two foursIrcnm Boston. 

The umiwersity enrolls nearly 4,600 full-time under¬ 
graduate amd 2,1 00 graduate students in more than 
50 undergraduates amd 1 7graduate programs of study 
in Business, fedlth Sciences, Law, Liberal Arts, 
Education,. an«j€Caminiuinications. 

Quinmipiac con sistentlyranksamong the top north¬ 
ern regional universities in U.S. News and World 
Report’s Armsrrio' sB est Colleges. 

For more nlorrmatdorr., visit w^w.auinnipiac.edu. 


The following local students were among those 
named to the second quarter honor roll at St. Thomas 
the Apostle School in West Springfield. 

FIRST HONORS: Grade 7 - Tricia Chase, Sarah 
Savoia. 

SECOND HONORS: Grade 7 - Michael Tangredi. 

THIRD HONORS: Grade 7 - Matina Geanopoulos, 
Anthony Massoia; Grade 6 - Andrew Ardolino, 
Danielle Burns, Victoria Carestia, James Roberts- 
Manning; Grade 5 - Robert Geanopoulos, Lauren 
McKenzie, Nicolas Tangredi, Connor Wytrych. 

Local students 
attain honors 
at MacDuffie 

The MacDuffie School, a college preparatory 
school for grades six through 12 located in the Maple 
Hill section of Springfield, is pleased to announce that 
the following local students have been named to the 
Honor Roll for the first semester: 

From Agawam: Emily Gordon (Grade 10, 
Maximum Honors); Rebecca Dempsey (Grade 11, 
Effort). 

From Feeding Hills: Alexandra Bertagnoli (Grade 
9, Maximum Honors); Noelle Serafino (Grade 10, 
Maximum Honors); Clara Bertagnoli (Grade 6, High 
Honors); Cassandra Daniels (Grade 8, High Honors); 
Amanda McCabe (Grade 10, Honors); Daniel 
Goncalves (Grade 7, Effort); Brittany McCabe (Grade 
12, Effort). 

Wanf to keep up on all the latest news 
in Agawam and Feeding Hills? Then be 

sure to subscribe to The Agawam 
Advertiser News! A one-year subscrip¬ 
tion costs only $26, so mail your check 

today to “The Advertiser News, ” P.O. 

Box 263, Feeding Hills, MA 01030. 


If you visit the Advertiser News’ office at 23 SouMvmck 
Street, Feeding Hills (above Remillard Insurances)ipJease 
note that our main entrance is in the back. Tihamkysou. 

Avoid 6 Costly Errors W hen 
Moving to a Larger Home 
and Save Thousands 


Winter 


isn't such 


vonderkind 

lor a lot of 

peoplt 







EAST LONGME ADO W - A new 
report has just been released which 
identifies the 6 most common and 
costly mistakes that homebuyers make 
when moving to a larger home. 

Unlike the experience of buying a 
first home, when you’re looking to 
move-up, and already own a home, 
there are certain factors that can com¬ 
plicate die situation. It’s very impor¬ 
tant for you to understand diese issues 
before you list your home for sale. 

Not only is there the issue of 
financing to consider, but you also 
have to sell your present home at 
exactly the right time in order to avoid 
either the financial burden of owning 
two homes or, just as bad, the dilem¬ 
ma of having no place to live during 


the gap between closings. 

In answer to this issaiie. iiurliistcry 
insiders have prepared ai fre^e spec mil 
report entitled “6 Inside Sir eateries to 
Avoid Trade-Up Mistakes * 

These sl\ strategies will heUpyvou 
make informed choices before v on put 
your home on die market in anticipa¬ 
tion of moving to a larger ilioinie. 

To hear a brief recorded 
about how to order your ffiete cugiy 
of this report, call 4231 

and enter ID# 5020. You «un ctaill 
anytime, 24 hours a day, 1 cfluys a 
week. 

Call NOW to find ouiil wh;:j you 
need to know make your niowe icpsto. a 
larger home worry-free and! w folio mi 
complications. 


Join us for a 

Community 
Open House 

Sat.. 

10am - 7>P m 


PAID ADVERTISEMENT 

TKsreport is courtesy cfJOHN WYNNE (REMAX). Not denied to solkh properties currently ikied for sole, p 


Heritage Woods 

-Assisted Living ComnuuitFv 


The shoveling. The driving The cold At Heritage Woods Assisted Living, 
we understand the challenges seniors face during the winter months, which 
s why we take such care to provide a warm and welcoming environment 
that our residents can call home 

Come join us at our Open House for a risk free opportunity to 
discover the warm environment Heritage Woods has to offer you. 
Call Maxine lllingsworth at 413-786-9704 for more information. 


462 Main Street • Agawam. MA 01001 

413-786-9704 


lEktota't’NMM'rt 
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Agawam High School Term 2 Honor Roll 


GRADE 12 

Daniel Adamski, Kevin Athas, Kevin Baptiste, 
Catherine Baum, Aimee Beaudette, Rebecca Berta, 
Stacy Boisjolie, Frank Bond, Ashley Boyle, Meaghan 
Brown, Lindsay Carey, Rebecca Carey, Tina Charest, 
Alexis Chretien, Christin Cilimberg, Danielle Cirillo, 
Richard Clark, Carlie Colson, Heather Cox, Jenine 
Davignon, Christopher Davis, Paul Delton, Kelly 
Doyle, Daniel Drewniak, Suzanne Dudley, Angela 
Dzhenzherukha, Chad Farrington, Michael Ferrigno, 
Kevin Fleming, Camilla Godell. Gunjan Gotra, Andrea 
Greaney, Erica Gregoire, Ciara Groom. 

Kaitlyn Haglund, Ian Hamlett, Christopher Holl, 
Kate Horniak, Jessica Hudson, Rachel Keenan, 
Christopher King, Stella Knapik, Nathan Krach, 
Jocelynn Kraus, Michael Lalli, Rahada Lazkani, Bruce 
LeClair, Justin Lepard, Jaimi Liard, Daveen Macsata, 
Ashley Marek, Christopher Martin, Amanda Maynard, 
Shannon McDyer, Kelli McKenna, Erin McLane, Laura 
McNeish, Katharina Meier, Megan Mercadante, Nina 
Murray. 

Jillian Nunziato, Corey O'Connor, Joscelyn Paulin, 
Scott Peabody, Michael Peetros, Jodie Pfau, Julie 
Pontz, Kelly Reilly, Myungsuk Ro, David Rosenberg, 
Gina Saimeri, Kaitlin Sardella, Jennifer Sharpe, 
Anthony Stellato, Christina Sticco, Benjamin Sunny, 
Victoria Taylor, Brittany Theriaque, Bethany Tinsley, 
John Tisdell, Samantha Waite, Patrick Walsh, Cylyn 
Williams, Tara Witte, Andrew Wynne, Ryan Zaczynski. 

GRADE 11 

Alexander Alvanos, Brian Athas, Danielle Borsari, 
Amanda Bruno, Tami Burmeister, Randal Carlton, 
Jennifer Castle, Elizabeth Couture, Aaron D’Amario, 
Jennifer Depelteau, Sara Dorans, David Duplessis, 
Meghan Ennis, Jennifer Epaul, Michelle Figella, 
Katherine Forbes, Steven Forni, Kaitlin Gallagher, 
Erinn Gormley, Anthony Grassetti, Trevor Gregor, 
Nicholas Gumlaw. 

Amanda Hamel, Matthew Hartmann, Kyle Henry, 


Sarah Huffman, Jenna Insero, Amanda Janik, Katie 
Knodler, Daniel Korney, Sarah Landry, Rebecca 
Leupo, William Loong, Amy Lownds, Geoffrey Lucas, 
Dina Lukina, Tory Lyons, Ashley Macey, Marc 
Maloney, Daniel Mancini, Nicole Margiotta, John 
Montalvo, Pavlina Moysis. 

Kathleen Nelson, Lyudmila Nikolaychuk, Andrew 
Oleksak, Aditya Patel, Amy Proulx, Phillip Prouty, 
Daniel Quigley, Christopher Rheault, Brian Santos, 
Bethany Schivley, Megan Smith, Kristen Sopet, Holly 
Stano, Ryan Sullivan, Paul Surowiec, Emily Sussman, 
Brittany Taylor, Jeffrey Trauschke, Alissa Tully, 
Jessica Tully, Eva Udobina, Victoria Urrea, Ashley 
Velosky, Yelena Vilkhovaya, Drew Von Maluski, Lisa 
Whitehead, Michael Withered, Annemarie Zaffetti, 
Mary Zajac, Douglas Zelisko. 

GRADE 10 

Joseph Albano, Nicholas Alvanos, Catherine 
Andrews, Barbara Brizzolari, Michelle Cadieux, 
Matthew Campana, Christine Cassidy, Scott Castle, 
Jennifer Clark, Kevin Clark, Patrick Conchieri, Leah 
Cook, Adam Corbin, Daniel Cosgrove, Elise Davilli, 
Nicholas Demetrion, Caroline Elkins, Alex Ellsworth, 
Michele Eisner, Caleigh Ferguson, Kelly Follis, 
Joseph Fortunato, Jordan Frederick, Bethany Garvin, 
Caitlin Geaughan, Jaclyn Geaughan, Gina Gessay, 
Jonathan Gibbons, Alexander Gohn, Ashley Gorman, 
Katie Gorman, Karyn Gottardi, Mary Gottardi, 
Zoryana Grebinnik. 

Jeannine Hastings, Kristan Heaton, Daniel Higgins, 
Bichnal Im, Nicholas Jacks, Sonja Jedziniak, Andrew 
Jensen, Sean Kelley, Konstantin Khayev, Stephanie 
Klebes, Benjamin Kochanowski, Joseph Koehler, 
Danielle Lafond, Jeffrey Lagasse, Kristen Laliberte, 
Bryan Lane, Zachary Lapponese, James Lewin, 
Mathew Lewis, Nathan Little, Cali Longtin, Tiffany 
Manzi, Joseph McCarthy, Joseph McGeoghan, Ryan 
McLane, Tatyana Mironova, Jennifer Montagna, 
Ashley Morris, Daniel Murphy. 


Eric Niedziela, Shane O’Sullivan, Amy Osgood, 
Angela Pandolfi, Kaylie Paquette, Kirsten Patrick, 
Anna Pawezka, Lauren Peltier, Kevin Pender, Kristen 
Pfau, Jessica Phillips, Jessica Pokora, Michael 
Posnik, Irina Reznichenko, Jennifer Rider, Matthew 
Sadowski, Maria Santaniello, Jessica Santucci, Kurt 
Schebel, Emily Siedlik, Jonathon Simone, Fedor 
Skovorodin, Abriana Spagnoli, Ami Sullivan, 
Jacqueline Svadeba, Vanessa Tencati, Michael 
Thompson, Michael Toto, Erica Troy, Anthony 
Verteramo, Jeffrey Walker, Julie Wills, David Zaffetti, 
Alyssa Zmaczynski. 

GRADE 9 

Angelina Barbarisi, Justin Belden, Michael 
Blanchard, Neil Cameron, Bryant Cesan, Justin 
Chretien, Nicole Cirillo, Alycia Cove, Nicole Cristelli, 
Kevin Danie, Alison Dassatti, Nicholas Dimaio, Katie 
Dow, Nicholas Egerton, Brendan Ennis, Michelle 
Epaul, Diana Forbes, Nicole Frazier, Cassie Freeman, 
Alexander Friedrich, Gregory Gay, Diana Gezotis, 
Tiara Ghedi, Sophie Gould, Christina Graziano. 

Aaron Hibbert, Alicia Holl, Justin Howe, Bichna Im, 
Jonathan Jordan, Elizabeth Klimczak, Ryan Kocot, 
Mitchell Krach, Rebecca Largay, Lindsie Lavin, 
Lauren Learned, Monica Lefebvre, John Leydon, 
Jillian Little, Michael Longhi, Peter Longhi, Julianne 
Lucas, Amy Luginbuhl, Sarah MacFadzen, Joseph 
McDyer, Jonathan McGeoghan, Stephanie Midura, 
Luca Mineo, Heather Moffatt. 

Jonathan O’Brien, Matthew Oleksak, Misal 
Panchal, Sara Penna, Justin Pitoniak, Christopher 
Pittenger, Nicholas Pokora, Laura Provost, Viktoriya 
Radkovets, James Rannenberg, Joseph Reutt, Kevin 
Roberts, Carlo Ronca, Matthew Sabola, Shelley 
Schivley, Amanda Shepard, Katelynn Springer, 
Matthew Styckiewicz, Kara Taupier, Ashley Toyfair, 
James Valenti, Mitchell ViVenzio, Richard Walker, 
Julie Warchol, Allison Ziemba. 


Agawam Jr. High Term 2 Honor Roll 


GRADE 7 

Nicholas Abraham, Krystina Albano, Samantha 
Alfano, Emily Baker, Christina Barbarisi, Brett Barker, 
Jessica Beroth , Joshua Blood, Carisa Bobskill, Phillip 
Boglisch, Yuriy Bondarenko, Vincent Buiso, Nicole 
Cameron, Eric Cancelliere, Kristen Cardaropoli, 
Ashley Carmel, Mackenzie Cassidy, Rebecca Colson. 

Brian Costello, Michael Cotto, Christine Davignon, 
Salvatore DePalma, Nicole Desimone, Justina 
DiSantis, Sergey Domnenko, Blake Dutilly, Katherine 
Figella, Stephanie Giffin, Theresa Glod, Adam 
Gonyea, Julie Gorman, Erica Graves, Joseph 
Grimaldi, Paige Harbey, Beth Hayden, Colin Hensel. 
Lisa Hersey, Shaunna Howe, Sae Hwang, Lindsay 
Jacks, Roman Kizilov, Christina Korney, Jan 
Kuczarski, Emily Laliberte, Eric Lane, Matthew 
Lapins, Joseph Largay, Houssam Lazkani, Frank 
Liberti, Jamie Litchfield, Meghan Little, Brett 
Lombardini, Jessica Long, Sara Lovotti. 

Steven Lucia, Crystal Lyons, James Mackin, 
Jessica Marceno, Meghan Masciadrelli, Elizabeth 
Mattarazzo, Justin McDonald, Katherine McGeoghan, 
Brandon Mitchell, Corey Moquin, Anthony Morassi, 
Ryan Morrie, Noelle Myers, Kaitlin Neilsen, Allison 
O'Brien, Matthew O'Brien. 

News from Agawam 
Jr. High PTO 
& School Council 

Winter School Vacation, Monday, Feb. 17th 
through Friday, Feb. 21st 

★** 

PTO meeting, Monday, February 24th at 7:00 p.m. 
in the cafeteria. 

*** 

Please check the website for additional Junior High 
information at www.aaawamDublicschools.ora/aihs 
.htm . 


Amanda Olmo, Frank Payeur, Jessica Peck, Marc 
Penna, Rachel Pokorny, Daniel Polaski, Sarah Reutt, 
Travis Ritter, Jessica Saimeri, Brenton Schivley, Philip 
Scoville, Nimish Shah, Margaret Sheehan, Andrea 
Simmons, Nicholas Sliech, Danielle Stelma, Anthony 
Stork. 

Lindsay Strole, Heather Thompson, Justin 
Timmons, Tyler Toyfair, Sapa Truong, Karissa Venne, 
Daniel Vershon, David Vilkhovoy, Andrea Walsh, 
Daniel Walsh, Sean Walsh, Stephen Walsh, Andrew 
White, Ashley Williams, Mark Wingard, Alexander 
Zmaczynski, Eleni Zouridakis. 

GRADE 8 

Thomas Albano, Christopher Alvanos, Michael 
Andrews, Elizabeth Avondo, Joel Bailey, Rachel 
Baptiste, Mauricio Barboza-Castillo, Brett Barry, Lev 
Bazukin, Christina Bertrand, Brian Boglisch, Paul 
Bondarenko, Nicole Boyd, Andrea Braccialarghe, 
Caitlin Breault, Ashley Brinkmann. 

Glenna Brooks, Steven Butt, Lisa Carney, Lauren 
Chartier, Heather Coache, Nicholas Dassatti, Caitlyn 
Davis, Andrew Dawson, Adam deLiefde, Anthony 
DePalma, Joshua Dion, Rachel Dionne, Leah 
Drewnowski, Amy Dulude, Stephen Ferrigno, Brian 
Foley. 


For families interested in having their child attend 
pre-school at St. Thomas the Apostle School, in the 
fall of 2003, registration is as follows: Tuesday, Feb. 
25th, for siblings of children already in the school; 
Wednesday, Feb. 26th, for St. Thomas parishioners; 
and Thursday, Feb. 27th, for all other interested fami¬ 
lies. 

There is a three year-old program and a four year- 
old program available. 

Pre-school registration takes place from 9:00-10:00 


Zan Frederick, Rosemarie Gallagher, Dirk 
Gendron, Christopher Ghidoni, Laura Gomes, 
Nicholas Goss, Caitlin Grimaldi, Karyn Heaton, 
Chelsea Hendricks, Emma Hendry, Randolf Holmes, 
Natalie Honsinger, Katelyn lacolo, Justine Kedzior, 
Carly Keeley, Jessica Kodess, Stephan Krach. 

Theresa Krach, Greggory Lane, Joseph Lapianka, 
Lauren Longhi, Jennifer Lough, Kathryn Lynch, 
Brittany Margiotta, Ashley Martin, Brittany Michel, 
Erica Morris, Molly Nowill, Amelia O’Hare, Katelyn 
Olson, Kevin Osgood, Stephanie Pacitti, Julie 
Parisien. 

Ewa Pawezka, Lindsey Pfau, Nicholas Pioggia, 
Timothy Piquette, Adam Plante, Kelly Poirier, Jason 
Polek, Katarina Porth, Kurt Ripke, Amanda Ripolone, 
Myungsun Ro, Matthew Roberts, Sarah Roos, 
Rebecca Rosenberg, Danielle Russo, Nicholas 
Savard. 

Meaghan Serra, Nickul Shah, Heather Smethurst, 
Catelyn Smith, Cory St. Germain, Brendon Struck, 
Amanda Therrien, Kathleen Thibodeau, Caitlyn 
Tierney, Paul Trimboli, Shaun Troy, Kelsi Watkins, 
Michelle Whitney, Travis Williams, Megan Wills, 
Ashley Wolos. 


a.m. in the Club Room of the school and parents must 
provide a copy of the child’s social security card and 
birth certificate, to be retained by the school. 

A baptismal certificate is also required if your child 
was not baptized at St. Thomas Church. 

A non-refundable $50 registration fee is also 
required, which will later be applied to your child’s 
tuition. 

Children must be three years of age by September 
1, 2003 or four years of age by September 1, 2003. 


Our deadline is each Tuesday at 12:00 noon; however, we appreciate any 
articles, press releases, letters, etc., that can be brought in on Mondays. 
Thank you ... ADVERTISER NEWS!!! 


Pre-school registration info for St. Thomas 
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Ag. Middle School Term 2 Honor Roll 


GRADE 6 

Isabel Ablianitis, Henry Adams, Justin Adams, 
Yekaterina Agibalov, Garrett -Asselin, Kaitlin Ball, 
Nicole Beaudry, Joseph Blais, Chelsea Blanchard, 
Brie Bobecki, Austin Bodzioch, Ashley Breault, 
Brianne Brinkmann, Jheremy Brown, Lauren Brown, 
Rachel Butt, Christopher Camp, Angela Casinghino, 
Megan Chapman, Justin Chartier, Brandon Chase, 
Alisha Chechile, Jamie Colburn, Steven Costa. 

Michael Counos, Michelle Curtis, Fedosiya 
Domnenko, Taryn Dooley, Kimberly Dorans, Katelyn 
Doyle, Mackenzie Doyle, Megan Dupre, Abigail Eger, 
Jacob Ferreira, Nicholas Ferreira, Steven Fiedler, 
Ashley Fink, Jonathan Fondakowski, Jonathan Forfa, 
David Franco, Joseph Frigo, William Gabel, Nikita 
Garcia, Jonathan Gardner, Jacob Garfield, Denise 
Gates. 

Cori Geiger, Laken Gendron, Kristin Gill, David 
Glista, Matthew Graham, Christina Hanke, Lauren 
Hayden, Jennifer Hensel, Dean Howard, Chelsea 
Isom, Meghan Judd, Liya Katalnikova, Eric Knox, 
Alexander Koulgeorge, Stephanie Kudlic, Sujay 
Kulshrestha, Collin Langlois, Brittany LaPlante, 
Jeffrey LaZazzera, Brandon Learned, Matthew 
Lemieux, Corinne Lewis, Alexi Lovechio. 

Frank Luvera III, Kimberly Lynch, Kayla Lyons, 
Elizabeth MacFadzen, Kevin Mallory, Gena 
Mangiaratti, Daniel Masciotra, Anthony Masotti, 
Andrew Mattarazzo, Patrick McLane, Lilia Melnichuk, 
Emily Mias, Joseph Milillo, Kamila Misiak, Zachary 
Mongeau, Antonia Moore, Megan Moriarty, Jonathon 
Mortenson, Devon Mozdzanowski, Ryan Muller, 
Kathleen Murphy, Katarzyna Nowik, Brendan O’Brien. 

James Olson, Timothy Olson, Alexander Orban, 
Caitlin Paulin, Russell Petrucci, Christopher Peucker, 
Allison Plante, Nicholas Planzo, Nicole Proulx, 
Samantha Rafay, Michael Rigali, Allyson Ripke, Corey 
Roberts, Victor Ronca, Gabriela Rossi, Jillian Roy, 
Frank Sacco, Nitesh Sankalia, Khalid Shehemi, 
Kaitlyn Sherry, Rebecca Skiba, Emily Sotolotto. 

Sarah St. Germain, Rebecca Stanton, Brittany 
Struck, Anthony Strycharz, Alyssa Styckiewicz, Kellie- 
Anne Suska, Chelsea Theroux, Katelin Therrien, 
Brittney Twohig, Jillian Van Ness, Anthony Vancini, 
Paul Vecchiarelli, Philip Vecchiarelli, Amy Vermette, 
Carin Wagner, Nicole Waterman, Joseph Wetmore, 
Kaitlyn Weyant, Ryan Wheeler, Nicholas White, 
Kristopher Wilson, Alison Woods. 

GRADE 5 

Alyssa Abraham, Samantha Abraham, Ashley 
Allen, Anthony Ayotte, Joshua Bailey, Evan Bard, 
Dalton Boglisch, Nicholas Bonafilia, Mario Bonavita, 
Andrew Bortolussi, Keven Brown, Arianne Brust, 
Lukas Buiso, Jared Burinskas, Brittney Bussiere, 
Courtney Bussiere, Robert Calise, Gabrielle 


Landmark 

Senior Living Community 
at MONASTERY HEIGHTS 

The Best Choice For Assisted Living 
Is In The Heart of West Springfield 

We offer: 

• Private studio apartments, one bedroom apartments 
and companion suites with private bathrooms and 
kitchenettes 

• Three meals daily * No entrance fees 

• Transportation to medical appointments, shopping 
and religious services 

• Daily social and cultural activities 

• A distinctive 18 apartment program for those with 
memory impairments 

• All nestled in a beautifully remodeled Monastery 
featuring a community chapel, dining room and 
eighteen acres of manicured grounds. 


Come Visit Our Open House This 
Saturday, February 15th between 
10:00am & 2:00pm 

Or call Sharon Beaudry for a private tour@ 781-1282 ext 14 
Landmark at Monastery Heights 
110 Monastery Avenue 
West Springfield, MA 01080 


Calvanese, Sarah Camel, Kelsey Caroleo, Kristopher 
Carrington, Laura Carter, Jennifer Casinghino, 
Alxander Cassell. 

Matthew Cassie, Andrew Cayer, Brittney Chechile, 
Victor Ciurleo, Christopher Copeland, Jamie 
Corriveau, Ashley Cross, Alexander Cummings, 
Aaron Cushing, Julia Czelazewicz, Victoria Czupta, 
Sarah Daglio, Taylor Dawson, Giani DePalma, Dina 
Desai, Tyler Devoie, Justin Dion, Danielle Dubuc, 
Maxine Dudek, Tyler Egerton, Alexander Einzig, 
Andrew Ellsworth, Katherine Fife, Joshua Fisher, 
Steven Fleming, Jacob Fogg, Ashley Fortier, Katelyn 
Foster, Caitlin Frazier, Jessica Friedrich, Stephanie 
Gay, Rene Gemme. 

Heather Ghidoni, Nicholas Giusto, Elizabeth 
Gloster, Joshua Goggin, Gabrielle Gonet, Nicolette 
Gonyea, Erik Goodhue, Nicholas Gould, Gina 
Grimaldi, Michael Hacking, Charles Haggerty II, 
Kimberly Hitchcock, Adam Howe, Ashraf Hussein, 
Gina lannuzzi, Ja Im, Sara Jensen, Alexander Jones, 
Jennifer Kapinos, Olga Karcha, Samantha Kelleher, 
Colleen King, Kathryn King. 

Steven Klimczak, Alexis Knowles, John Kudlic, 
Stefani Laflamme, Katelyn Landry, Valerie Lemieux, 
Karina Litvak, Morgan Lockwood, Chapin Long, 
Zackary Cosmo Loos, Douglas Loubier, Briana 
Maggi, Mary Malone, Kyle Mansi, Cam Martin, Nikolai 
Martin, Anna Matys, Nicholas McCann, Kara 
McCormick, Timothy McDonald, Brandon McElligott, 
Daniel McKenney, David Melnichuk, Matthew 
Michaud. 

Cara Mittler, Brittany Montanez, Anthony Montano, 
Scott Morace, Nicholas Morassi, Amanda Morin, 
Ryan Mulkern, Karen Muller, Patrick Murphy, Brianna 
Nemeth, Brianna Newton; Jessica Niles, David 
Olbrych, Kyleigh Oliveira, Erin Olson, Brianna Paine, 
Cameron Paleologopoulos, James Paleologopoulos, 
Victoria Parent, Kevin Paulin, Michael Paulin, Carley 
Pelletier, Meagan Phillips, Christina Pietroniro, Brian 
Piquette, Amanda Pittenger, Evan Reed, James 
Regnier, Brandon Richard, Taylor Roberts, Angela 
Rosati, Jenna Roy. 

Schadonya Rush, Kayla Ryan, Gregorio Santa, 
Kyle Santos, Talia Saracino, Stephanie Scherpa, 
Rebecca Schnepp, Brandon Serafino, Dina 
Shevchuk, Bradford Siegars, Caitlin Simpson, Joseph 
Slaimen, Cody Springer, Alexandra St. John, Michael 
Stempel, Shannon Stephens, Amber Szczebak, 
Karen Tang, Brittany Theroux, Nicole Theroux, 
Michael Tirozzi, Myrissa Tortoriello, Joseph Toto, 
Brian Toussaint, Kenny Ung, Scott Urban, Molly Uzar, 
Michael Vilkhovoy, Thomas Walker, Holly Walsh, 
Lauren Weiner, Justin Wright, Oleg Yermakov. 

Agawam Parks & 
Rec. has openings 
for “Feb. Vacation 
Week Program” 

The Agawam Parks & Recreation Department cur¬ 
rently has openings fqr the “February Vacation Week 
Program” for children in grades one through six. The 
program will be held at the Agawam Junior High 
Gymnasium from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

* Tuesday, February 18th: Kids’ Club/Ice Cream 
Party. 

* Wednesday, February 19th: Kids’ Club/Pizza 
Party. 

* Thursday, February 20th: Kids’ Club/lce 
Skating. 

Registration for the Kids’ Clubs programs are limit¬ 
ed (40 per session) and will be taken on a first-come, 
first-served basis. The cost for each session is $25. 

Please call the Recreation Department at 821- 
0513 for more information. 

For all the hometown news, you turn our 
pages each and every week ... A AN!!! 


From The 
AHS Guidance 
Office ... 

by Judy Cohen 
Agawam High School 
Guidance Counselor 


The invisible boy... 

Yes, you are existing, you know you are existing. 
You can see yourself in the mirror. You need food and 
water. You need sleep. You can walk, you can talk, 
but yet, you don’t feel that people can see you. How 
can that be? You can see yourself, so why can’t oth¬ 
ers? What’s the deal? 

Believe it or not, this feeling is shared by so many, 
yet not really discussed that often. The other day, Tim 
came into my office. His grades have been very low, 
but his aptitude is high. 

“Tim, I just looked at this term’s grades. They are 
not good, yet when I looked at your test scores I 
noticed that you are very bright. What seems to be the 
trouble? How is everything going? I mean, there has 
to be something going on.” Tim looked at me, thought 
for just a split second, and then emitted tersely, “No, 
nothing." 

Well, I am not one to give up easily. Clearly he was 
a guy who was hurting big-time, so making sure the 
door to my office was closed, I continued to bug him, 
to really get in his face and then I shut up. I mean, I 
just let silence fill the air and stared, hoping for some 
sort of response. 

He fidgeted, I fidgeted ... after all, silence does do 
that. It’s uncomfortable, and that’s the mood I wanted. 

I wanted Tim to feel uncomfortable, to feel he had to 
say something in order to lift the oppressive prevailing 
mood. 

“Mrs. Cohen, you’re right. There are some issues 
at home. I don’t know how to really explain them, but 
I guess I just kind of feel invisible.” Tim went on to tell 
me that he really does not feel like anyone notices 
him. He walks through the hallways and no one 
acknowledges him. He goes home to a house that is 
filled with turmoil, and everyone is so busy mired in 
their own muck that he is not noticed and when he 
does ask a question, he is shunned or told summari¬ 
ly, “Keep still, I’m busy”, or, “This does not concern 
you." 

Therefore, he often chooses to hole up in his room 
and to keep his opinions and comments to himself. 
He is there, but not there. He chooses not to be seen, 
not to cause trouble. He doesn’t want to be yelled at, 
and he would rather be ignored. It is easier. 

In time, he decides to shut down his feelings, since 
if he allows himself to feel, it hurts too much that he is 
not noticed. 

Yes, it’s, better not to feel, to just be, but is he real¬ 
ly "being”? He does get angry, but keeps the anger 
inside. Because of this, the anger turns to depression. 
He has trouble sleeping and eating. Every day seems 
like an eternity. Every day seems joyless. He has no 
energy. He cannot get out of bed. All of his energy is 
being used in a negative way. 

Interestingly, though, Tim decides to pierce his ear 
and his eyebrow. He decides to wear “outlandish 
clothes” and to dye his hair a multitude of colors. 
Why? I think it’s because he wants desperately to 
have some sense of identity, to feel that he does exist, 
to say to the world, “Now you have to recognize me!” 
He cannot do it with words; words get him into trou¬ 
ble. Instead, he does it with his outward trappings. 

I call Mom and Dad into my office. We discuss the 
way Tim is feeling. Becaue they are so embroiled in 
their own misery, they have not stopped to notice how 
he is feeling. Actually, they don't notice Tim at all! In 
truth, he has become invisible to them. They are 
shocked by our discussion. They had no idea how 
Tim was feeling. How would they? They never took 
time to ask, to listen, or to notice. They were glad he 
disappeared into his room. That was one less issue 
they had to deal with. 

Well, the meeting went well. They seemed to be 
receptive. I ended up calling in Tim and he did talk to 
his parents. Will there be resolution? I don’t know. 

They now are aware of different happenings. They 



SEE JUDY COHFN - Page 30 









“Whv I would make 
a great valentine...” 

by the students of Mrs. Sandra Boyer 
Granger School - Grade 2, Room 18 

On Valentine's Day, I would be a great valentine 
because I am a very nice student in my teacher's 
class. Her name is Mrs. Boyer. I am nice to my friends 
and family and they are nice back to me. I’m a good 
helper in my house. After dinner, my brother and I 
sweep under the table. We also work very hard in 
school. That is why I would be a great valentine on 
Valentine's Day! 

Kirk Castonguay 

On Valentine’s Day, 1 would be a great valentine 
because I help my mom cook apple pie and cookies. 
They are really good. I can not stop talking about 
them. On Valentine's Day, I would be a great valentine 
because I am a great person who is funny. I can make 
funny faces. On Valentine's Day, I would be a great 
valentine because I do my chores. I have to get the 
mail. I have to clean my fish bowl. I have to dust. 
Because I like to help, I would make a great valentine. 

Amy Bousquet 

On Valentine's Day. I would be a great valentine 
because I love my family, and they love me. I help at 
home by doing the dishes and cleaning my room. I 
clean my brother's room, too. I am good. My family is 
nice to me. They help me with my homework. They 
take care of me when I am sick. They help me on 
words that I can’t pronounce. They make me feel bet¬ 
ter when I am sad. Sometimes when my mom makes 
me lunch, she puts a note in my lunch bag. 
Sometimes she gives me a hug and a kiss. On my 
birthday, my family takes me out to dinner and buys 
me a big toy and a big bike. Because I come from 

“My favorite valentine is...” 

by Ms. Anne Liptak’s class 
Granger School - Room 17, Grade 1 


MRS. SANDRA BOYER'S grade two students from Room 18 at Granger School certainly know 
why they'd make "great valentines." Advertiser News photo by Kathy Shepard. 


such a nice family, I would be a star valentine. 

Kaitlynn Crane 

On Valentine’s Day, I would be a great valentine 
because I help around the house, and I like to clean 
the kitchen counter. I’m nice to my family because I 
love them. I’m nice to my friends and my cousins 
because I help them a lot. On Valentine’s Day, my 
family gives presents. My sister, brother, mom, and I 
get some. 

Shannon Sullivan 

On Valentine's Day, I would be a great valentine 
because I’m nice to my friends all the time. We have 
a lot of fun together because I’m funny with my friends 
at school when it’s recess time. I’m nice to my friends 
even if they’re not nice to me. I love Valentine’s Day a 
lot because it’s about loving other people the same as 
you love your family. You should love everyone. That’s 
why Valentine’s Day is special to me! 

Jenna Lovechio 

On Valentine's Day, I would be a great valentine 
because I am special. I ride horses! I help my mom 
with my sister who is one year-old. Her name is 
Isalina. I help my brother with his homework. My 
brother's name is Marino. I play with my other brother, 
Francis. 

Olivia Cipriani 


On Valentine’s Day, I would be a great valentine 
because I would write a letter to my sister and help her 
do her chores because I like her. I would get her a 
glass and get her dishes. We play tag. I would be a 
great valentine. 

Christopher Leske 

On Valentine’s Day, I would be a great valentine 
because I am cute, and I am funny. I make my mom 
laugh. I care about my brother because he cares 
about me. I love my family because they help me with 
my homework. They love me because I help them with 
their chores. Have a great Valentine’s Day! 

Cody Paynter 

On Valentine’s Day, I would be a great valentine 
because I help around the house. I help my mom do 
the dishes, and I clean my room. If she says yes, I will 
buy my mom a present. I hope my mom likes it. My 
mom loves Valentine's Day, and I love it, too. My 
whole family loves the candy. 

Sara Matt 

On Valentine’s Day, I would be a great valentine 
because I will be helpful to my teacher, and I will help 
her all day. I think my mom will get some treats. We go 
out to Stop & Shop. I will be good to my mom and dad. 

SEE ROOM 18- Page 30 
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My Auntie Laurie because we make cookies 
together. 

Jared Burkavage 

My friend, Iman, because we play Gameboy a lot. 

Rachel Burton 

My friend, Chris, in Louisiana because we had so 
much fun rolling a ball back and forth. 

Nathan Campbell 

My dad because he plays Nintendo 64 with me. 

Tyler Desrosiers 

My grandma because she bought us a puppy. 

Joshua Flynn 

My sister, Jessica, because we watch TV in her 
room like a movie theater. 

Margaret Frawley 

My grandma because every Saturday she takes 
me out to breakfast. 

Anthony Garvin r ^ irr-rr^ ---- - - 

My cousin, Ricky, because he writes me letters y^E GRADE ONE, ROOM 17 STUDENTS of Ms. Anne Liptak at Granger School are more 
from his school in Connecticut. than happy to reveal the names of their "favorite valentines." Advertiser News by Kathy 

Amber Hoxsie shepard . 

My teacher, Ms. Liptak, because she teaches us _ 

interesting things. her bed . Wakiem Rivas 

Justin Lecuyer Miriam Melnichuk My teacher, Ms. Liptak, because she teaches a lot 

My mom because she bought me a pet Beta fish. M neiq hbor, Andy, because we football together. of stuff - 

Ashley Lockwood ' Andrey Nesen Maryrose Rovatti 

My sister, Ivanna, because we do flips together on My mQm because she p | ays Frisbee with me. SEE ROOM 17 - Page 30 
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The Year of Visual Arts Advocacy ... 

Ag. Public Schools Art Dept. News 


Did You Know That: _ 

Dr. James Catterall of UCLA has analyzed the 
school records of 25,000 students as they moved 
from Grade 8 to Grade 10. He found that students 
who studied the arts had higher grades, scored bet¬ 
ter on standardized tests, had better attendance 
records, and were more active in community affairs 
than other students. 

Visual Arts Advocacy: 

Art is a universal and basic language for all civi¬ 
lizations. It conveys knowledge and meaning not 
learned through the study of other structures. The 
Education Reform Act of 1993 and its Common 
Core of Learning deeemd the Arts as one of the 
seven disciplines (Arts, English, Language Arts, 
Comprehensive Health, Mathematics, Science and 
technology, Social Studies, and World Languages) to 
be addressed in the new Curriculum Frameworks. 
The Arts were not seen by the state as a “special” or 
“applied" subject, but as one of the COMMON CORE 
of all learnings. In order for the child to be a “lifetime 
learner” in the Arts, it is important that every child 
have the opportunity for daily, active participation and 
study in the Arts. 

The Getty Report of 1985 stated that, “Art is 
humanity's most essential, most universal language. It 
is not a frill, but a necessary part of communication.” 

Art Department News: 

Children at Robinson Park and Phelps School are 
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I will make them a card. 

Jonathan Alicea 

On Valentine’s Day, I would be a great valentine 
because I am very nice to my friends. I am very nice 
to my sisters because they are very nice to me. Last 
of all, I love my family a whole lot. Happy Valentine’s 
Day! 

Johnathan Downs 

On Valentine’s Day, I would be a great valentine 
because I am a nice person. At supper, I pass out the 
plates, and I pick up my room. I do the laundry every 
day and do the dishes for my mom. On Valentine’s 
Day, I have a surprise for my family. If I am nice to my 
family, they will be nice back. My mom is a great per¬ 
son,.and I love her very much. 

Megan Griffin 

On Valentine’s Day, I would be a great valentine 
because I am funny, cute, and nice. I tell funny jokes 
and make funny faces. I am cute because I have nice 
clothes, and I have a cute face. I am nice because I 
help people that need help. When my mom or dad or 
brother are sick, I pick flowers for them. I draw pic¬ 
tures. When someone needs help, I am there to help 
them. I always help people just to be nice. I help peo¬ 
ple with happiness because I love helping. Happy 
Valentine’s Day! 

Kristen Fraska 

On Valentine’s Day, I would be a great valentine 
because I help around the house by cleaning my 
room. I’m nice to my friends because I let them pick a 
game to play at recess. I listen to my mom some¬ 
times. Will you be my valentine? 

Anthony Podmore 

On Valentine’s Day, I would be a good valentine 
because I help my brother when he needs help. I help 
my mom do the dishes. I help make her bed. I'm cute 
and lovable, and I help people. I love my family. Also, 
I love Granger School. 

JUDY COHEN - from Page 28 

now are aware that they must all reach out, that they 
must share, that it is okay to disagree, but to let peo¬ 
ple know that you disagree. 

They are aware that they are all a family and they 
have to learn to work as a unit, to work through their 
issues, to think with their hearts and heads, and to 
include Tim in discussions. 

They must do these things if they are to make Tim 
progress from being the invisible boy to the visible 
one. 


learning the “drawing alphabet” of Ed Emberly, world- 
renowned Massachusetts artist. Middle School stu¬ 
dents are connecting art and science in a unit entitled 
“Bugatopia.” Kindergarten artists at Clark and 
Granger Schools are exploring links between patterns 
in art, math, and nature. A sculpture done last year by 
Junior High students under the direction of visiting 
guest artist Nora Valdez is now on display in the 
school lobby. This was sponsored by the generosity of 
the Junior High PTO. 

AHS art students were recently visited by a repre¬ 
sentative from Montserrat College. The Art Club is 
meeting at AHS for students in grades nine through 12 
on Tuesdays. The Art Club works on various art proj¬ 
ects and community events under the guidance of 
High School art teacher Debora Florek. 

Let’s Meet : Thais Wright 

"Art is about education, not decoration. Studies 
have shown that studying the Arts raises scores on 
SAT, standardized tests and, as new studies are 
showing, MCAS scores. The Arts develop higher level 
thinking skills, extends our language, expands our 
visual imagery, and provides for authentic learning. 
Art captures and captivates the hearts and minds of 
our youth. 

"As the Middle School art teacher, I teach aN the 
children of Agawam as they move through the system. 
This unique position will enable me, in my new role as 
Visual Arts Liaison, to affect the role Art plays in the 
Agawam Public Schools.” 


Auttimn Roberts 

On Valentine’s Day, I would be a great valentine 
because I help around the house. I am nice to my 
friends because I am pleasant. I try my best in school. 

I am a friend. I help my family out. I am nice to others. 

I would make a good valentine because I always give 
my mom and dad respect. I always tell funny stories. 

I would make a good valentine because I share. On 
Valentine’s Day, we go to my aunt’s house. 

Allison Charette 

On Valentine’s Day, I would be a great valentine 
because I listen to my mom and dad and sometimes I 
am good. I love my family because they love me. I 
take care of my family when they’re sick. I love when 
my family gets together, and we get together some¬ 
times. I am nice to my sister by helping her when she 
gets hurt. On Valentine’s Day, some of my mom’s 
friends come to my house, and some of my friends 
come to my house, too. I play with my friends. 

Miranda Clark 

On Valentine’s Day, I would be a great valentine 
because I do my spelling words when my mom tells 
me. I do nice things for my dad like buying my dad a 
gift for Valentine’s Day. My dad likes it when I buy him 
things for Valentine’s Day. My sister cares about me 
because I help her learn how old I am, and I teach her 
what the name of her school is. I try to teach Emmy to 
spell my name, but she always says Eile. Be my 
valentine! 

Danielle Habrat 

On Valentine’s Day, I would be a great valentine 
because I clean around the house. I clean up my 
room and I do the dishes. I clean my little baby 
cousin’s room. Happy Valentine’s Day! 

Samantha Paglia 

On Valentine’s Day, I would be a great valentine 
because I care about my friends. I also help out at 
home. I like to help Mrs. Boyer at school. That is what 
makes me a great valentine. 

Sean Lathrop 

Ag. Library chosen as 

Children can be part of a very important vote at the 
Agawam Public Library! The Agawam Public Library is 
pleased to announce that it will be a voting site for the 
Massachusetts Children's Book Award. 

Children in the fourth, fifth, and sixth grades who 
have read five or more books from the Master List of 

Please remember to patronize 
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Guidance bulletin 
from Agawam 
High School 

College Acceptances: Congratulations! 

Joel Howe: Art Institute of New England 
Andrea Conte: Salem State College 
Daniel Sullivan: Framingham State College 
Gary Dionne: Johnson State College 
Laura Bovat: Bridgewater State College, 
University of Massachusetts at Dartmouth 
Kristen Strole: Assumption College 
Patrick Landers: Western New England College 
Brittany Theriaque: Hartwick College 
Courtney Poirier: Bridgewater State College 
Jennifer Sharpe: Hofstra University, University of 
Massachusetts 

Heather Cox: Suffolk University 
Ashley Marek: Northeastern University 
Mike Bachini: Central Connecticut State 
University, Framingham State College 
Jaimi Liard: Elms College 
Ben Crum: Salem State College 
Christina Knodler: Wheelock College 
Patrick Walsh: Framingham State College, 
UMass Lowell, UMass Dartmouth 

Ryan Trexler: University of New Haven 
Kelly Doyle: Framingham State College, Westfield 
State College 

Julie Surridge: University of Hartford 
Kevin Grimaldi: University of Massachusetts 
Kerri Merriam: Framingham State College 
Scholarships: See your counselor for more infor¬ 
mation or an application. 

Community Theater Association of Western Mass- 
Scholarship: Open to graduating high school seniors 
in this region who plan to major or minor in a program 
at a recognized institution of higher learning leading 
to a degree, certificate, or diploma in one of the the¬ 
atrical arts. Deadline: April 10, 2003 

Paul Golden Memorial Scholarship : This scholar¬ 
ship will be awarded to a graduating high school sen¬ 
ior who resides in Massachusetts and will be attend¬ 
ing any two- or four-year institution. Recipients of the 
award will be chosen on the basis of need, determi¬ 
nation, citizenship, and scholarship. Deadline: April 6, 
2003. 
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My friend, Rachel, because we like to play with our 
cats. 

Iman Shehemi 

My friend, Angelina, because we grew up together. 

Sarah Stephens 
My brother, Connor, because I like his cute smile. 

Nicholas Twohig 
My teacher, Ms. Liptak, because she teaches me 
Math. 

Christopher Walles 

My friend, Shane, because he likes to play my 
Playstation with me. 

Daniel Wells 

My dad because we play games together. 

Matthew Gold 

My cousin, Eric, because we play Chutes and 
Ladders at my house. 

Ashley Peters 

book award voting site 

nominated books, are eligible to vote. The 25 nomi¬ 
nated books from this list are available at the library. 

Ballots are available in the Children’s Department 
and votes must be cast by March 1, 2003. Visit the 
library or call 789-1550, ext. 4 for more information. 

your local businesses ... AANW 
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Laughter brightens up Lynn 
Goodrow’s classroom at 


* 


Sr”* 


Agawam Middle School 

by Kathy Shepard 

Feature Editor 

According to Katie Lemay, the teacher in the class¬ 
room next to that of fifth-grade teacher Lynn Goodrow 
at the Agawam Middle School, “Lynn is full of energy 
which is infectious to the kids. She has a wonderful 
laugh, a great sense of humor, and working near her 
makes it easy to get through the day. The kids enjoy 
coming to school because Lynn creates an atmos¬ 
phere of fun. It makes it easier for the kids to learn in 
an atmosphere like that. Lynn's laughter brightens up 
the room. Whatever subject she is teaching, she 
seems to inspire creativity. Her bulletin boards are 
always covered with math enrichment artwork.” 

Mrs. Goodrow attended the High School of 
Commerce in Springfield and worked for an insurance 
company, marrying Tom Goodrow in 1978. She 
earned her bachelor of science in elementary educa¬ 
tion from Westfield State College, raising a family 
while attending school. 

“From 1982 through 1991, I took courses at my 
own pace. I always wanted to be a teacher ," she told 
us. 

Mrs. Goodrow’s devotion to education is mirrored 
in her children. Anthony, now 20, was Valedictorian of 
his class (2000) at Agawam High School and is 
presently a junior at Rensselear Polytechnical 
Institute, studying chemical engineering. Eighteen- 
year-old daughter Alyssa was in the top 10 of her 
class at Agawam High School and played field hock¬ 
ey. She is a freshman at Mount Holyoke and plans to 
major in biology or psychology. Tommy, 13, is in eighth 
grade and doing well at the Junior High. 

Mrs. Goodrow did her student teaching in 19991 at 
Granger School in elementary education and taught 
as a substitute in Agawam and Springfield at all levels 
of elementary education (K-sixth grades). She was 
hired to teach fifth grade at Indian Orchard 
Elementary School, retaining that post for close to 10 
years. She came to Agawam Middle School in the 


LYNN GOODROW (back row, center), this week’s Featured Teacher, is pictured with her fifth- 
grade class at Agawam Middle School. Advertiser News phoeo by Kathy Shepard. 


year 2001-2002. 

“I consider myself the Patch Adams of teaching," 
she revealed. “I like to see to it that the kids have a 
good time while learning. They get a huge kick out of 
my sneezes, which are really loud. I always sing dur¬ 
ing class and they sing with me. It makes school fun. 
Much of the laughter and fun is off the cuff." 

Mrs. Goodrow has been a huge Red Sox fan since 
1967. She played softball and basketball on organized 
teams, some jn high school, and walks three miles a 
day. She is known for her laugh, and laughter can 
often be heard coming from her classroom. 

“I use humor a lot,” she told us. 

In the summer, she and her husband enjoy boating 
in New London, where they own a “weekender” 
motorboat. She likes to read, citing Grisham and 
Patterson as examples of the style she reads most 
often. 

Louis Spiro, assistant principal of the Agawam 
Middle School, described Mrs. Goodrow as “very car¬ 
ing, with a great sense of humor." 

She does have a serious side, though. "I expect the 
kids to show respect in the classroom. And I tell them, 
if you can’s say something nice about someone, don't 
say anything at all.” 

She admitted she learned the phrase from the clas¬ 
sic children's tale, Bambi . captured in animated film 
format by Disney decades ago and still enjoyed today. 
Mrs. Goodrow also plays mumball in her classroom. 


Our deadline is each Tuesday at 12:00 noon; however, we appreciate any 
articles, press releases, letters, etc., that can be brought in on Mondays. 
Thank you ... ADVERTISER NEWS!!! 


“It’s a quiet game you play in your chair. There are 
certain rules, and no one is disqualified except if there 
is bad sportsmanship." 

Mrs. Goodrow told The Advertiser News, "I really 
enjoy working in Agawam. It's a great community, and 
I admire the teachers and administrators. Everyone is 
very supportive.” 

“TEACHER FEATURE ” IS SPONSORED 
BY GIOVANNI'S ITALIAN PASTRIES, located 
at 719 Main Street, Agawam Center. Giovanni's 
has cakes for all occasions, including its famous 
rum, whipped cream Italian, ricotta, chocolate 
mousse, strawberry mousse, etc., as well as an 
endless variety of mouth-watering Italian pas¬ 
tries and cookies. What’s more, they are now 
making homemade Italian bread. To order 
ahead, call 789-8900, or just stop in. Why not 
enjoy a flavored coffee or cappuccino in the 
Giovanni's Coffee Shop? Each featured" 
teacher and his/her three guests are welcome to 
stop in at Giovanni's to enjoy a complimentary 
flavored coffee or cappuccino with a delicious 
pastry. Your hosts - the Russo Family ... Tony, 
Bruno, and Teresa. 

Agawam High 
School’s February 


“Teacher Feature ” - 

sponsored by Giovanni s Italian Pastries... 


February 13, 2003 


Rejean J. Remillard 

Insurance Agency 


Auto * Home * Life * Workers Comp. * Liability * IRA’S 

Conveniently Located In Feeding Hills Center 

“Where Good Drivers Receive Valuable Discounts Without Group Hassles” 

Your Local Family Owned And Operated Agency Since 1970 

23 Southwick Street 
Feeding Hills 
(413) 789-3070 
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Open Monday - Friday 8:30am to 5:00pm 
Saturday 9:00am to Noon 


calendar of events 

Mon., Feb. 17th through Fri., Feb. 21st: School 
Vacation Week. 

Sat., Feb. 22nd: Cheerleaders to Comp, 2:00 p.m. 

Sun., Feb. 23rd: Cheerleaders to Longmeadow 
HS, 2:00 p.m. 

Mon., Feb. 24th: Model Congress, 2:00 p.m., Rm. 
24; Shakespeare Society, 2:00 p.m., Rm. 49. 

Tues., Feb. 25th: BREAKFAST; NHS, 2:00 p.m., 
Rm. 49; Art Club, 2:00 p.m., Rm. 51; Frosh/Soph 
Officers, 2:00 p.m., Rm. 72. 

Wed., Feb. 26th: As Schools Match Wits, 2:00 
p.m., Rm. 49; Poetry, 1:50 p.m., Rm. 38; Book Club, 
2:00 p.m., Rm. 47; Peer Leadership, 1:50 p.m., Rm. 
44. ^ 

Thurs., Feb. 27th: BREAKFAST; Student 
Government, 2:00 p.m., Rm. 49; Winter TOP 40, 7:00 
p.m. 

Fri., Feb. 28th: BREAKFAST; Deadline for April 
5th SAT Test. 
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“Wonderful Winter” Local Girl Scouts love to talk ”turkey’’... 

at Agawam 
Public Library 

The Agawam Public Library is pleased to invite 
families of Agawam and Feeding Hills to attend the 
following programs that are offered by Children's 
Services during February and March. 

Registration is required for all programs. 

Please register in person or by calling the 
Children’s Room at 789-1550. 


Session II Weekly Programs - February 24th- 
March 28th. 

(No weekly programs during school vacation week, 
February 17th-21st.) 

Bouncing Babies - Wednesday at 10:30-11:45: 

For children ages birth to 11 months. A 15-minute pro¬ 
gram filled with music, movement, and playtime for 
babies followed by 30 minutes of playtime for babies 
and their grown-up. 

Terrific Toddlers - Tuesday at 9:15 a.m. (for 
ages 1-2); Tuesday at 10:30 a.m. (for ages 2-3): A 
15-minute program of music, stories, and finger plays 
followed by 45 minutes of unstructured play. 

Preschool Storytime - Thursday, 10:30-11:30 
(for children ages 3-4); Friday, 10:30-11:30 (for 
children ages 4 and up): A 30-minute program con¬ 
sisting of music, stories, and a simple craft followed 
by 30 minutes of unstructured play time. Registration 
is required. 

PJ Storytime - Wednesdays, February 26th, 
March 12th and 26th, at 6:30 p.m. (for children 
ages 3 and up): 

A 30-minute evening storyime consisting of music, 
stories, and a simple craft. 

Caribbean For Kids - Saturday, February 22nd 
at 11:00 a.m. (for ages 3 and up): Sing, swing, 
limbo, and sway with "Caribbean for Kids” as they 
perform favorite children’s songs put to a Caribbean 
beat. This fun, participatory program is sure to chase 
away the winter blues! Registration is required. 

BubbleMania: Science, Art & Comedy - 
Saturday, March 8th at 10:30 a.m. (for ages 5 and 
up): Learn why bubbles are round, how to make a 
square bubble, and why bubbles pop! Casey Carle’s 
entertaining demonstration is filled with learning, 
music, comedy, and amazing Bubble Art. Registration 
is required. 


For the best in local goods and serv¬ 
ices, be sure to check our classifieds 
each and every week...AANH! 


Is your New Year’s 
resolution stalled? 


Here's why you belong at the Y! 

© Swim laps in the pool. j ; 

• Run on the indoor or outdoor track. 

• Strength train with new Nautilus Fitness 
Advisor or Cybex equipment. 

• Get a quick workout using one of our 
Fast Lane circuits. 

• Take an aerobics or group cycling class. 

• Try racquetball or squash! 

• Introduce your kids to our new Youth 
Fitness Center. 

• Enjoy free babysitting & Y Club activities 
with Family memberships. 

• Meet friendly Y people in all shapes and sizes! 

Start Now! NO JOIN FEE! 

No long-term contract and everything for one low monthly fee. 


YMCA of Greater Springfield 

Wo build strong kids, strong families, strong communities 
Semitic Valley Branch • 85 Post Office Park. Suite 8518 
Wilbrnhnm. MA 01095 • 596 -27-19 • www sc.mticvalleyy.org 
Springfield Branch • 275 Chestnut Street. Suite I 
Springfield. MA 01104 • 739-6951 • www sprmgfioldy.org 

Programs and facilities vaiy by location No join Icc is a limited 
time offer. Financial assistance is available to qualified families 
and individuals (or memberships and individual programs. 



LAST FALL, members of Girl Scout Troop 589 purchased and decorated special Thanksgiving 
cups for an entire wing at Heritage Hall Nursing Home. Thanks to the girls' efforts, these 
Heritage Hall residents had a happier Thanksgiving holiday. The Scouts are pictured above 
with samples of their work at a Troop meeting at Sacred Heart Parish Center. Front row: 
Stephanie Marvel, Allison Saunders, and Katy Meyrick. Back row: Kaity Barnes, Caitie Cosby, 
Christy Draghetti, Shannon Reardon, Julia Lloyd, and Amber Brainerd. 

Students from Mary Ann Studio 
share their love of dance... 




STUDENTS AT THE Mary Ann Studio of Dance were invited to perform at the Feeding Hills 
Stop & Shop recently by manager Ken Romano. This performance not only showcased some of 
the new dances that the students are learning this year, but also gave a glimpse of what's in store 
for their family members and friends at their upcoming annual recital. In addition to demon¬ 
strating their talents to the Stop & Shop customers, the young dancers brought their perform¬ 
ance to the Atrium for the residents and staff members to enjoy. 


Want to keep up on all the latest news in Agawam and Feeding 
Hills? Then be sure to subscribe to The Agawam Advertiser News! 
A one-year subscription costs only $26, so mail your check today to 
“The Advertiser News,” P.O. Box 263, Feeding Hills, MA 01030. 
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ASSISTANT COACH RICH BIRK with the three captains of the 2002-2003 varsity wrestling 
team: Paul Pileei, Adam Blackak, and Bruce LeClair. Photo courtesy of wait steinmetz. 


Ludlow Lions 
show why they 
are one of 
state’s best, 54-9 

by Dave Rollins 

Sports Writer 

Sometimes your past history catches up with you, 
no matter how outstanding it might be. 

Case in point is Agawam High wrestling, Western 
Mass champions 11 times (1987-1996, 1998) and 
state title holders in 1988 and 1995. 

So, that means simply that everyone is out to get 
you. Take Ludlow High. They have expended gallons 
of blood, sweat, and tears to get pretty close to the 
level Agawam used to occupy. The Lions have been 
Western Mass, kings the past four years (1999, 2000, 
2001, and 2002), and they are looking for an encore 
and maybe the state title this season. 

Though they have continually improved in their 
nine-year history under outstanding head Coach Jeff 
Peterson (a resident of Agawam and an AHS grad), 
beating the Brownies has been their Holy Grail. 

So it was last Saturday afternoon (February 8th) 
when the Lions came calling up at Kibbe Gym. They 
were trailed by their vociferous faithful and didn’t dis¬ 
appoint a man, woman, or child among them, beating 
the Brownies 54-9. They went about their work with a 
vengeance, winning 12 of 14 of the weight classes 
(s/x of them via pintails). 

It was a battle for the top spot in the tough Valley 
League. Both squads came in at 5-0 in league play. 
Agawam finished 13-7 overall and second in the “Fab 
Five" poll. Ludlow carried a 14-1 slate afterwards (that 

AHS boys take 2nd 


loss came to powerful St. John’s Prep of Danvers ear¬ 
lier in the season) and a continued top ranking in the 
weekly “Fab Five" poll. 

But this one was big. “Yeah, in the past seven 
years, we’ve been meeting Agawam at this time of the 
year for the league title,” Peterson said with a smile 

& girls place 3rd at 


when it started. 

For the duration, he didn’t shed the grin. According 
to the rules in high school wrestling, this dual meet 
started out with the slightly lighter weight classes. 

SEE WRESTLING - Page 34 

Brownie boys 
outduel Comp for 


WMass. Indoor Track Championships 


Boys awarded team title, then give it back 


When does two and two equal five? 

That’s how the Agawam High boys’ indoor track 
team must have felt after Sunday’s Western Mass. 
Championships at Smith College. 

A recalculation of the team scoring awarded 
Amherst Regional the team title after Coach Dan 
Pryce and the Brownies had received the champi¬ 
onship trophy for a one-point victory and had boarded 
the bus for the return home down 1-91 South. 

The celebration (both at the meet and on the bus) 
was for the school’s first track title since 1983, and it 
was marred when officials found seven more points 
for the Hurricanes and posted the results on the 
Internet. TV-40 also announced the scoring error dur¬ 
ing its News 40 sportscast at 11:20 p.m. Pryce 
received the bad news by phone at 11:00 p.m. 

“What can we do?’ Pryce said on Monday. “It was 
too bad for the kids that the numbers didn’t add up for 
us. But they beat us fair and square, and there’s noth¬ 
ing more we can do but to congratulate them and get 
ready for this Saturday’s State Meet in Boston. We 
still had a great winter.” 

The error was found when meet officials failed to 
tally seven points Amherst had earned by tying for 
second place in the 4 x 200 meter relay, an event won 
by the Brownies. 

Regardless of what transpired, Agawam’s second- 
place finish after winning the Pioneer League title the 
previous week places the Brownies back on the 
regional track and field map heading into the outdoor 
season. 

On the girls’ side, the Brownies finished third (62 
points), behind second-place Minnechaug Regional 
(66.5 points, last year’s champs) and first-place 


Amherst (75 points). The Brownie girls tied 
Minnechaug for the Pioneer title, but the Amherst girls 
still entered the WMass. Championships as the 
favorites. The Brownies were third last year and sec¬ 
ond in 2001. 

“I know the girls were disappointed. Amherst just 
had too many first-place finishes, and we ran out of 
gas,” Pryce related. 

The coach is sending a combined contingent of 17 
athletes to the Annual Class B State Meet on 
Saturday afternoon, February 15th, at the Reggie 
Lewis Center in West Roxbury (Boston). 

All-Scholastic senior captain John Slachetka led 
the Brownie boys’ charge at Sunday’s WMass. 
Championships by scoring 14 of the team's 60 points. 
The top seed in the 300-meter dash outdistanced the 
field at 37.30 seconds (10 points), followed by junior 
Alex Ellsworth’s fourth-place finish (4 pts.; he came in 
seeded 6th). 

In the long jump, Slachetka placed fifth (2 pts., was 
seeded 8th) at 19.4.75 feet. Senior Ryan McGurn 
placed ninth at 18.9 feet. 

Slachetka anchored the winning 4 x 200 meter 
relay team (10 team pts.; 2 individual pts. per person) 
that included senior Mike MeGeoghan, Alex Ellsworth, 
and McGurn. 

McGurn, the top 55-meter hurdler all season and 
the top seed in this specialty, won his event at 8.30 
seconds to score 10 team points. (McGurn added 12 
pts. to the team with his 2 pts. earned on the 4 x 200 
relay.) 

Senior miler Mike DeFilippi added eight points to 
SEE INDOOR TRACK - Page 36 


1st divisional swim 
title in 20 years 

Dave Smith has coached Agawam High swimming 
for so long, and has witnessed so many swimmers 
come and go, Tuesday’s 99-78 victory over second- 
place Chicopee Comp- and the faces associated with 
the school's first divisional title in 20 years - won’t be 
soon forgotten. 

“Going into this meet, the kids were so excited to 
be in this position," Smith related after the Brownies 
reeled off their 10th-straight victory (10-0 in the divi¬ 
sion; 10-2 overall). “The kids are all very proud of 
what happened out there today.” 

Agawam parlayed seven first-place finishes and 
enough seconds and thirds at the Agawam Junior 
High pool into the school’s first divisional title since 
1983. Comp ended at 8-2 in the B Division and 8-5 
overall. “Don’t believe for a second that the kids did¬ 
n’t have a sense of history here and where they fit into 
the school’s swimming history,” added Smith. "There 
was plenty of motivation for us going into this meet.” 

The Brownies won two of the three relays. The 
200-meter medley featuring seniors Mike Lalli, fresh¬ 
man Matt Styckiewicz, freshman Kyle Sullivan, and 
All-Scholastic senior Paul Lagasse turned in a first- 
place time of 1:57.3,3. 

The 400-meter^free relay team of senior Dan 
Adamski, senior Matt Biskup, Lalli, and Lagasse 
racked up a 3:57.07. The final relay team, the 4 x 200- 
meters (consisting of freshman Connor Dooley, 
Adamski, Sullivan, and Biskup) grabbed a key second 

SEE SWIMMING - Page 38 
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First up for Agawam was junior Dan Mason and 
senior Mario Duarte representing Ludlow in the 135- 
pound division. " 

Both wrestlers started out by feeling each other out 
with a little bit of hand-fighting, with notions of shoot¬ 
ing for a takedown early on. 

With 1:10 gone in the first period, Mason was a 
shooter and took the Lion down with a good leg lock 
for two points. But Duarte (only in a little bit of trouble) 
executed a nice reverse, tying things at two-all with 
two seconds left in the first period. 

Both wrestlers worked out on each other in the sec¬ 
ond two minutes, which saw (at the 1:06 mark) Duarte 
in control to earn another two points for a near-fall for 
a 4-2 Ludlow lead as time ran out. 

A near-fall got Duarte a 5-2 lead at the start of the 
third period. Mason was in control with 44 seconds left 
in the third. But Duarte, showing some good tech¬ 
nique, performed a nice reverse to increase his lead 
to 7-2. Both kids wrestled even up at the horn, with 
Duarte winning the individual battle, 7-2. Because of 
the decision, Ludlow took an early 3-0 lead in the 
match. 

In the 140’s, Agawam All-Scholastic senior captain 
Adam Blackak (one of the best around) stalked onto 
the mat. His opponent was Corey Mange, a senior 
and the sectional champion and state 140-pound run¬ 
ner-up from last year’s tournament. Both kids stood 
up early. They shot and Mange got a takedown when 
the period ended for a 2-0 lead going into the second. 

With 35 seconds gone, Mange pulled off a nice 
backwards trip takedown and increased his lead to 4- 
0. With a takedown in hand, Mange went for the pin by 
applying some heavy leverage on Blackak’s right side 
as time ran out. 

The third started seeing Mange get in gear. The 
Lion, on momentum held over from the second, was 
enjoying the 4-0 lead and worked on Blackak’s legs, 
which he was awarded with a near-fall with 1:11 to go. 
Blackak fought back but he couldn’t win, falling to the 
visitor, 6-0. Ludlow took a 5-0 lead because of anoth¬ 
er decision. 

It was junior Anthony Manzi for Agawam in the 
145’s against sophomore A.J. Motta, who was 
wrestling up from his usual 130-pound weight class. 
The size differential showed in Motta’s quickness in 
this one. He took down the Brownie with 1:50 off the 
clock for a 2-0 early lead. 

The second saw him get on top with a nice rollover. 
But Manzi executed a nifty move of his own - an out- 
from-under twisting reverse with 35 seconds left. The 
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period ended at two-all. 

A Motta reverse at 25 seconds gone in the third 
saw him go ahead, 4-2. The Lion went for a tactical 
pin with 35 seconds left, thus preserving his win. The 
decision cost the Brownies three points and saw them 
trail 8-0 in the match. 

Then the kid all the Brownie faithful were hoping for 
walked onto the mat - All-Scholastic senior captain 
Paul Pilegi. 

Pilegi, the sectional 145-pound runner-up last year, 
was working on a season match record of 25-2. His 
opponent was Lion senior Cole Alves. Pilegi started 
off in an advantage position and made the most of it 
on a takedown with 1:10 gone for a 2-0 lead. 

But he was too much for the Lion, who tried in vain 
to bridge out of his predicament. It didn’t work. So 
Pilegi got his pinfall with 40 seconds gone in the first 
period. Agawam pulled to 8-6 at that point. 

Now the Brownies needed a boost. The 160’s was 
a tough one, as senior Bruce LeClair got the call from 
Brownie Coach Kirk Parker to wrestle senior Mark 
Liberty. 

LeClair started off well, shooting for a takedown 
with 1:10 off the clock for a 2-0 lead. LeClair main¬ 
tained control with 35 seconds left, but Liberty wres¬ 
tled out of trouble, then went for his own pin, and got 
it at 1:59.5 to making it 11-6, visitors. 

The 171's were next, and Tony Carestia was up for 
Agawam. The junior would be facing one of the best 
in the business - Adam Abair, last year's 171-pound 
sectional champion for the defending Western Mass, 
title-holders. 

Abair (as is his style) came on a bit aggressive to 
start. But Carestia hung in there against the blue-chip¬ 
per. He sucked it up as the first period wound down, 
surprising the Lion with a takedown to lead 2-0. 

Abair had a takedown of his own to start the sec¬ 
ond deuce, and things were tied at two with 49 sec¬ 
onds off the clock. Both kids banged heads and began 
to lock up, rolling around over the mat with 40 sec¬ 
onds left. The period ended at two apiece. 

Abair came out of it during the first 40 seconds of 
the third. He scored two on another takedown, then 
proceeded (after a Carestia reversal) to rack up three 
more for a near-fall that put him up, 7-3, with 32 sec¬ 
onds left in the match. The decision saw the visitors 
enjoy a 17-6 lead. 

Junior Scott Allen would carry the colors for 
Agawam in the 189’s. He faced a tough customer - 
two-time All-State and sectional champion John 
Dacruz. The Lion wasted no time, taking down the 
Brownie with 40 ticks off the clock. 

With 40 seconds to go in the first, Allen tried to 
bridge out of a possible pin situation, but the effort 
went hungry. Dacruz got the pinfall while leading 2-0 
with 26 seconds left. The meet score soared to 23-6, 
Ludlow. 

Junior Nick Liquori came out for the 215’s. Senior 
Seth Riech took the mat for Ludlow. There was a lot of 
hand-fighting early on in this one, with both wrestlers 
mainly standing up. Liquori made use of his quickness 
with 30 seconds left in the first period, scoring two on 
a takedown. Riech escaped for a point, making it 2-1, 
Agawam to start the second two minutes. 
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Liquori had Riech almost down, but the Lion 
escaped to start the second, make it two-all just 10 
seconds in. Riech recovered with a takedown and 
turned it into a near-fall, piling up five points for a 7-3 
lead. Another Liquori takedown made it 7-5 as the 
second ended. 

But the third period saw Riech wear the Brownie 
out and score two on a takedown, which led to a pin 
at 4:53. The Lions were up, 29-6 and on cruise con¬ 
trol. 

Did anyone say, “Where’s the beef?" There was 
plenty of it on hand at the start the 275's in the form of 
Agawam’s Dustin Hebert and the Lions’ Jon Pereira. 

As it usually goes with heavyweights, both kids 
bulled each other around to start. A Pereira escape to 
start the second had him up, 1-0, with 30 seconds 
gone. Hebert executed an escape of his own at the 
start of the third period to tie it at one. 

Both of them were butting heads with 51 seconds 
left. Neither wanted to go down because no one likes 
a deuce and three-quarter pounds of beef laying on 
them. Talk about a disadvantage position. 

They locked up, but Hebert got the Lion down. 
Then Pereira called up enough strength to escape, 
thereby scoring a point that got him a 2-1 win and 
three points for his team, which took a 32-6 lead. 

The 103’s were now up. Ryan Long, a junior, rep¬ 
resented the Brownies. Ludlow’s outstanding fresh¬ 
man Jon Archambeau went for the Lions. 

Archambeau had too much quickness for Long, 
going ahead 2-0 with a back-flip takedown with 35 
seconds off the clock. The Lion rode for a bit and took 
control for a pinfall with 1:20 left. Ludlow, never look¬ 
ing back, now led 38-6. 

However, they took a momentary peek behind 
them, as All-Scholastic junior Brenton Reveruzzi gave 
the Brownie faithful something to cheer about. His 
opponent in the 112’s was another one of Ludlow’s 
impressive youngsters, Jaime Mange. 

Things were 0-0 after one period of stand-up 
wrestling. Then Mange used a quick takedown move 
with 20 seconds gone in the second period to go up, 
2-0. 

At the start of the third, Mange got two more on 
another takedown for a 4-0 lead. But Reveruzzi came 
back with a takedown of his own, a near-fall, and a 5- 
4 lead. The decision made it 38-9, Ludlow. 

Junior Barrington Douse got the call for the 119‘s. 
Paul Barrus, a junior, was his opposition. Both kids 
were athletic and displaying some good holds. Some 
leg-grabbing had Ludlow up, 2-0, on a takedown in 
the second period. A takedown with 35 seconds left 
had Barrus up, 4-0. 

A Ludlow technical fall had Barrus up, 9-0, with 25 
seconds gone in the third. As the bout was winding 
down, Barrus went for a pin with a near-fall for three 
points to lead 12-0. The major decision had Ludlow 
leading, 41-9. 

Jim Lewin was up in the 125’s. The sophomore 
usually wrestles in the 119-pound class. Senior Adam 
Provost, a sectional 125-pound champion last sea¬ 
son, was up for Ludlow. 

Provost went up 4-2 with 59 seconds off the clock. 
He was ahead 8-4 with 15 seconds to go in the first 
period. Provost wasted no time leading 13-4 to start 
the second, using a takedown to lead 15-4 with 30 
seconds gone. Then, with 23.4 left, he executed a pin¬ 
fall to give his squad a 48-9 lead. 

The final match saw the 130’s take the mat. Junior 
Rob Lacombe took the place of junior Ryan Sullivan 
(who had the flu). Vin Provost was scheduled for 
Ludlow. It was quick. Provost went up 10-0 with 10 
seconds to go in the first. It was 13-0, Provost with 30 
seconds left in the second period. Provost attempted 
a pin with a 15-0 lead, and he got the pin with 57.5 left 
to give Ludlow the 54-9 final victory. 

Later, Brownie Coach Kirk Parker looked over the 
match. "We had our opportunities to score points. But 
they had eight veteran seniors and they came 
through. Our kids wrestled as hard as the), could 
though." 

Both squads are looking forward to the Western 
Mass. Tournament, which will be held at Pittsfieid High 
this Saturday, February 15th. At this writing. Ludlow 
looks like the top seed. Agawam has a shot at the 
number-two spot. 


















February 13, 2003 

Preview... 

Eleven Brownies 
seeded for WMass. 
wrestling 
championships 

by Dave Rollins 
Sports Writer 

You have to know Agawam High wrestling (13-7, 6- 
1 Valley League) is hungry. After finishing second (to 
Ludlow, 15-1, 7-0 Valley League) in the past two 
years, they’re ready for the Western Mass. 
Tournament to be held this Friday and Saturday at 
Pittsfield High School. 

Brownie Coach Kirk Parker is optimistic for his 
squad. “We’ve shown we can do well in big tourna¬ 
ment situations. We have quality kids in all the weight 
divisions. They’ll be ready," he said, despite the fact 
that Ludlow (the former champ) goes in largely 
favored. 

What about those quality kids, the ones who 
should step up? They held the seeding meetings last 
Sunday, picking 11 Brownies in the 14 weight classes 
for a seed. All-Scholastic junior Brenton Reveruzzi 
has the top seed in the 112’s. All-Scholastic senior 
captain Paul Pilegi, with an overall match and tourna¬ 
ment record this season of 25-2, has the number two 
seed in the 152’s. 

Nick Liquori, a junior, grabbed a second seed in the 
215’s. Heavyweight junior Dustin Hebert is seeded 
second in the 275-pound class. All-Scholastic senior 
captain Adam Blackak has the third seed in the 140’s. 

Other Brownies were recognized. Tony Manzi, a 

SEE WMASS. PREVIEW - Page 36 
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COACH JOHN CIRELL1 (back row, far left) is pictured above with the members of the 2002 
2003 boys’ varsity hockey team. Photo courtesy ofWaltStcinmctz Photography. 


Penalties hurt Brownie skaters lit 

* 

4-1 home loss to Ludlow High School 


by Bill Bellico 

Sports Writer 

The Agawam High boys’ hockey team had a tough It was “Senior Night" for the Brownies, beginning 
home loss on Tuesday, February 11th against Ludlow with a pre-game presentation of gifts from fourth-year 
High School. Emotions ran high as Agawam fell to players Ben Crum, Mike Peetros, John Tisdell, and 
the highly regarded Ludlow Lions, 4-1, in Berry R ya n Zaczynski to their parents. Fellow senior 
Division play. Agawam fell to 3-11-3 with four games Jeremy Malanson was unable to take part in the cer- 
remaining. emony due to a bout with pneumonia. 

Agawam’s biggest foe in this game would prove to At t ^ e ou tset of the game, things looked promising 
be penalties. Two of Ludlow’s four goals would come 

from power plays. SEE HOCKEY - Page 38 
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INDOOR TRACK - from Page 33 

the team effort with a second in that event in 4:50.9. 
Junior Peter Midura, the top segd in the 1,000-meter 
run, was obviously feeling the effects of running the 
anchor of the 4 x 800 meter relay earlier in the meet 
and finished third at 2:44.3 (6 team pts.). 

In the 600-meter run, Randy Carlton, seeded sev¬ 
enth, moved up three spots and placed fourth in 
1:32.7 (4 team pts.). Senior Nate Krach was 20th in 
1:48.7. 

Agawam received six points and a third place from 
its 4 x 800 meter relay team of Nate Krach, Mike 
DeFilippi, Randy Carlton, and Peter Midura at 9:12. 

The 4 x 400 meter relay team placed eighth in 
4:08.7. 

* * * 

For the girls, junior high jumper Katie Malloy out- 
dueled the field with a winning jump of five feet. 
Malloy was the only Brownie girl to win an event. 
Junior Brie Nicklaw (2nd seed) added six more points 
to the team effort by taking third at 4.8 feet. 

Sophomore Amy Osgood was 12th at 4.4 feet. 
Malloy and Nicklaw combined for 16 team points for 
the Brownies in the high jump. 

All-Scholastic senior captain Kaitlin Sardella had a 
hand in two second-place finishes. She anchored the 
team’s second-seeded and second place 4 x 800 
relay team consisting of freshman Erica Prouty, fresh¬ 
man Stephanie Midura, and junior Amy Lownds 
(10:53.60), and lost her first 600-meter run of the 
WMass. season by placing second at 146.50. Junior 
Vicky Urrea finished 14th at 154.90; Amy Lownds was 
16th at 157:00; and Erica Prouty was 18th at 1:57.30. 

Senior Jodie Pfau moved up a spot in the 1,000- 
meter run to place second (she was seeded third) in a 
school record time of 3:16.70 for eight more team 
points. 

Free boys’ 
basketball clinic 
on February 18th 

A free boys’ basketball clinic has been scheduled 
for Tuesday, February 18th, from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 
noon at Agawam High School. 

This clinic is for Agawam residents in grades five 
through eight. 

Registration begins at 9:30 a.m. 

The clinic is being sponsored by the Agawam boys’ 
basketball coaches and Head Coach Mike Vedovelli. 

* * * 

Our deadline is each Tuesday 
at 12:00 noon; however, we 
appreciate any articles, press 
releases, letters, etc., that can 
be brought in on Mondays... 
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Freshman Lauren Surprenant was third in the 300- 
meter dash at 45.10 seconds for six points (she came 
in seeded fourth), and junior Adrienne Brodowski 
added one point for a sixth-place finish (she came in 
seeded 7th). Junior Alicia Malloy was ninth in 47.90 
seconds. 

Brodowski was a huge surprise for the Brownies. In 
the long jump, she came in seeded near the bottom of 
the ladder at 24th and ended in fourth place, good for 
six unexpected team points with a leap of 15.8 feet. 
Senior Katie Baum was seeded sixth and finished 
sixth at 15.3 feet. Senior Danielle Cirillo (who 
anchored two relays) just missed for the Brownies at 
15.2.75 feet (7th), and senior captain Shannon 
McDyer, back after missing a few weeks with an 
injury, was 17th (14.5.75 feet). 

Agawam received a fifth in the shot put from All- 
Scholastic senior Christine McGavin at 30.11.75 feet. 
Freshman Lindsey Surprenant was ninth at 28.1.50 
feet, and seniors Ciara Groom (25.9 feet) and Lindsay 
Carey (21.3 feet) were 15th and 17th, respectively. 

Senior Heather Cox took a sixth in the 55-meter 
hurdles (9.90) for a point. Senior Katie Meier was the 
only Brownie to compete in the 55-meter dash, and 
she finished 23rd overall in 8.40 seconds. 

Besides the 4 x 800 meter relay, the Brownies reg¬ 
istered team points in the 4 x 400 meter relay (3rd, 
4:33.90 seconds; came in seeded first) for six points 
(junior Katie Malloy, senior captain Becky Carey, 
Lauren Suprenant, and Danielle Cirillo). And, the 4 x 
200 meter relay of Brodowski, Alicia Malloy, Carey, 
and Cirillo placed sixth at 1:55.50 (1 pt.; were seeded 
3rd.). 

The Brownies were without the services of senior 
Andrea Babbin (a quality, all-around performer who 
always seems to step up at the tournaments) due to a 
knee injury. She had qualified in the long jump, 55- 
meter dash, and runs a leg on the 4 x 200 meter relay. 

Coaches wanted 
for Youth Lacrosse 

Coaches are needed this spring for the Town’s 
fifth- through eighth-grade boys’ and girls’ Sr. B and 
Jr. B lacrosse teams. The season runs from April 
through June. 

For more information, please contact the Agawam 
Recreation Department at 821-0513. 
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WMASS. PREVIEW - from Page 35 

junior, is seeded fourth in the 145 s. Junior Tony 
Carestia is among the top five seeds in the 171’s. 
‘That’s a tough class with many great Western Mass, 
wrestlers in it," Parker noted. 

Four more kids were seeded in the top five in their 
weight classes - 150’s, senior captain Bruce LeClair; 
139’s, junior Dan Mason; 130’s, junior Ryan Sullivan 
(who has been out with the flu but is getting better, 
according to the coach); and 125’s, junior Rob 
Lacombe. 

Three All-Western Mass, performers will represent 
Agawam - Pilegi, Reveruzzi, and Blackak. All placed 
second in last year’s tournament at Cathedral. Pilegi 
went to the states and finished fifth. 

All the kids from every school in the event will have 
a big incentive. If you place in the top five in your 
weight class, you would be eligible for the states (to 
be held later on in Weymouth). 

Parker rated the possible top opponents in this 
one. “Ludlow has to be a big favorite. They have 
seven number-one seeds,' he said of the Lions (the 
Western Mass, champs for four straight years), who 
beat Agawam, 54-9 in a dual meet at AHS. 

The coach singled out some outstanding programs 
that should be in attendance - Amherst, beaten by the 
Brownies, 53-18 earlier in the season: Westfield, 
whom Agawam beat, 42-29 after Amherst; Longmea- 
dow, a 30-29 loser to Agawam; Central, which lost to 
the Brownies, 43-23; and West Side, a 46-22 loser to 
Agawam during the season. “They all have quality 
kids and should be considered,” the coach said. 

Right now, Agawam is totally restructuring its tough 
daily practices to get ready. They had Southwick- 
Tolland on Tuesday afternoon for a big scrimmage. 
“We’ll give all the kids everything and every opportu¬ 
nity they need to be prepared for Western Mass.,” 
Parker noted. 

Hats off to the wrestling Booster Club, which has a 
bunch of rooms reserved for the team for a Friday 
night stay-over in Pittsfield. The coach feels the 
venue will be good to all the teams in attendance. “A I 
of us w\\\ not be in home territory. So, a big home 
crowd might not be a big boost. But a\\ of it will be 
exciting, anyway," he added. 

* * * 

Please remember to patronize 
your local businesses ... AANW 
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Speed-burner John Slachetka Western Mass, 
king of the 300 meters for Agawam High track 


Winter track and field Coach Dan Pryce describes 
this week’s Agawam High School “Athlete of the 
Week" in the simplest of terms - just plain black-and- 
white stuff. 

“John ‘Slats’ Slachetka is a kid who never is satis¬ 
fied with what he’s currently doing,’ said Pryce, 
adding,"He is always moving to get better. He's relent¬ 
less. He’s got the goods. He’s the total package." 

Slats deserves the kudos. This past Sunday night 
at the Western Mass. Indoor Championships, the sen¬ 
ior captain and the Brownies nearly pulled off the 
school’s first sectional title in boys' track since 1983. 

Slats easily outraced the field in the 300-meter 
dash at 37.3 seconds as the first seed. In the long 
jump, Slats was seeded just below the point-scoring 
radar but finished fifth at 19.4.75 feet (his best leap 
was a 20.1 footer last year). As the anchor of the 4 x 
200 meter relay, he received the baton first and there 
was no doubt the race was over for all intents and 
purposes (1:37.70). 

That adds up to 14 individual points to the team 
tally of 60, or 23 percent. However, Slats admits his 
personal accolades were dimmed somewhat following 
the bizzare circumstances of which school actually 
won the sectional title. 

Slats and the Brownies were awarded the first- 
place trophy at the meet’s conclusion, and the hugs, 
back-slapping, and celebration soon followed. 

Later that evening, meet officials discovered a mis¬ 
take in their calculations, and defending champ and 
perennial power Amherst Regional was named the 
champ via the Internet and by the sportscast on the 11 
o’clock news. 

“I went to bed thinking we had really done it, and 
then I woke up very early the next morning only to find 
out in the newspaper about the mistake. Naturally, I 
was shocked and upset at first, but I am a fair person 
and they (Amherst) earned the points fair and square. 
No one gave those points to them. They beat us in a 
fair way, and we still had an awesome season,” he 
added of the Brownies, who finished first in the 
Pioneer League at 7-0 and second in WMass. (both 
high water marks during Slats' career at AHS in track 
and field). 

The 18 year-old (birthday on September 14th) is 
looking at four schools of higher education for the fall 
of 2003. Track is definitely in his mind’s eye over the 
next four years. He mentioned the University of New 
Hampshire, UMass.-Lowell, the University of Hartford, 
and Springfield College all as possibilities. 

“I really can’t predict where I will end up and I am 
not leaning towards any one school right now," Slats 
told us. “I would like to major in some aspect of sci¬ 
ence. But it’s still my senior year in high school and 
there’s still a lot to do, and I know things will work out 
for me.” 

His courses at AHS include English 12, anatomy 
and physiology, conceptual physics, psychology, soci¬ 
ology, algebra II, and gym. 

Spanish teacher Linda Sasso rates as Slats’ best 
faculty member, and he enjoys anatomy and physiol¬ 
ogy. His color is blue. Ice cream, any kind, tops his 
food list. The baby-back ribs served by Kahunaville at 
The Holyoke Mall is the meal over which he likes to 



JOHN “SLATS” SLACHETKA 


lick his chops. 

A1957 red Camaro are his “wheels of dreams," but 
he does like his 1987 Camaro (about 100,000 miles). 
The antics of pro wrestling are what he enjoys on the 
tube, and Mel Gibson’s "Braveheart" is a big-screen 
flick he’ll watch anytime. For music, Slats has no par¬ 
ticular favorites, and he dresses casually each day. 
“As long as it’s clean when I wake up, that’s OK with 
me,” he said with a laugh regarding his apparel. 

His most admired athlete is • a track and field 
Olympic wonder from yesteryear - Jim Thorpe. For a 
sports team, he roots for the Denver Broncos. 

Slats has watched his grades improve over the last 
two years, and his name appears regularly on the 
Honor Roll. He’s a member of “Athletes In Motion,” 
Renaissance, and sings with the school's Jazz Choir. 

He was a football player up until last fall, but then 
he decided to join the boys’ cross country team. “I just 
didn't have the drive to play football any more, and I 
saw cross country as a sport to keep me in shape for 
the winter. Being a sprinter, it was a big challenge for 
me and I really had a lot of fun. It was worth it." 

“I was impressed with the way John handled him¬ 
self as a member of the cross country team. He strug¬ 
gled with the distance running at times, but he always 
put out and saw this as an opportunity to get ready for 
the indoor season,” added Pryce. “You have to 
remember that this kid came out of nowhere as a 
sophomore and started putting up big numbers for us 
in track. He’s one of the best all-around athletes in the 
area." 

No doubt. Slats' list of accomplishments is impres¬ 
sive. In indoor track, he led the Brownies in scoring as 
both a junior and senior (115 points and 119 points, 
respectively), competing in the 55-meter dash, 300- 
meter dash, high jump, long jump, and relays; holds 
the school record in the 300-meter dash; shares the 
WMass. record (and school record) in the 55-meter 


dash (6.5 seconds); is a member of the school record¬ 
holding 4 x 200 meter relay team (won WMass. indoor 
title); and was Second Team All-Scholastic as a junior. 

Outdoors, he triple jumps, long jumps, runs the 
100-meter and 200-meter dash (3rd in Division I last 
spring), 4 x 400 meter relay (4th in Division I last 
spring), and may see time in the 400-meter dash this 
spring as well. He’s also the team’s top outdoor scor¬ 
er. 

“It’s so much fun to be part of a team that can chal¬ 
lenge for a title, or at least be in the middle of things,” 
Slats observed. “The boys’ track program is getting 
better and better. I am so proud of what we did this 
winter as a team. We have so much confidence build¬ 
ing as we head into the spring season. We have some 
gifted athletes, and this is a group of guys who are 
really hungry.” 

Slats illustrates his intense leadership skills at 
every meet. He’s often seen stalking the sidelines 
yelling encouragement and pushing his teammates to 
push themselves to perform at a higher level. “Even 
though track is called an individual sport, the support 
we give each other and the friendships we have 
makes us a team and makes this sport so much fun.” 

Slats will be competing in Boston on Saturday 
(February 15th) in the Class B State Tournament. He’s 
keeping his fingers crossed. "At that level, you must 
be at your very best because of the competition. I'm 
hoping to do well.” 

Slats only needed to look to last Sunday’s WMass. 
Championship as his proudest moment as a Brownie. 
“The feeling I had and the team had when we received 
the trophy, and being up there accepting the trophy, is 
something I will never forget. Even though we later 
were told we finished second, it didn’t take away from 
our undefeated indoor season in the league and how 
much we have accomplished as a team." 

His father is John and his mother is Elisabetta (Liz), 
a native of Italy who immigrated to the United States 
as a youth. He admires and looks to his parents for 
support. “Both of my parents have supported me as 
an athlete, and I can talk to them both and that’s very 
important to me." 

When he leaves the halls of the orange-and-brown 
next June, it’s not surprising that he hopes folks will 
remember him as “a driven person who always tried to 
be a trustworthy friend.” 

AHS SENIOR ATHLETE OF THE WEEK IS 
SPONSORED BY BRUNO'S PIZZERIA, at 807 
Springfield Street, Feeding Hills. Before the 
game, after the game, in-between games, 
Bruno's is famous for its pizza, grihdefs, and 
calzones. Chicken wings, onion rings, and 
french fries are other favorites. Eat-in or take¬ 
out. Bruno's delivers seven days a week. Call 
786-8717. Eddie Santaniello and his staff will 
make you feel right at home. Each "Athlete of 
the Week" will receive a large pizza and a 2- 
litre Coke compliments of Eddie Santaniello 
and the friendly folks at Bruno's Pizzeria. 


Sign-ups scheduled for SHAA’s baseball/softball season 


SHAA, in association with the Cal Ripken and Babe 
Ruth Baseball/Softball Leagues, will be holding sign¬ 
ups on Saturday and Sunday, February 22nd and 
23rd. 

They will take place from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. in the 
Parish Center at Sacred Heart Church (1103 
Springfield Street, Feeding Hills). 

The final sign-ups for the spring will be held on 
Saturday, March 1st, from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m., and 


Thursday, March 6th, from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. 

There will also be a special girls’ suburban sign-up 
for the May 16th-18th Fast Pitch Tournament (open to 
U-12 and U-14) to be held at SHAA. The sign-up date 
for this tournament will be Tuesday, March 11th, from 
5:00 to 7:00 p.m at the Parish Center. 

* Midget League - Coed: Ages - 4 and 5 year-olds. 
Cost - $35. 


* Instructional: Boys ages 5-6, and girls grades 
one and two. Cost - $55 (family rates available). 

* DPL: Boys agesJ'-S, and girls grades three and 
four. Cost - $55 (family rates available). 

* Little League Division: Boys ages 9-10, and 
girls grades five and six. Boys ages 11-13, and girls 
grades seven through 12. Cost - $55 (family rates 
available). 
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SWIMMING - from Page 33 

to keep the Brownies up in the meet at 67-64 
(1:43.18). 

With just two individual events remaining after the 
4 x 200 meter relay, the 100-meter backstroke, and 
the 100-meter breaststroke, the entire proceedings 
were on the line as Comp remained in the hunt, down 
by three points. 

That's when the Brownies pushed the overdrive 
button. Sullivan, just a youngster, easily won by 100 
backstroke in 1:06.46. Lalli, the senior veteran, was 
right behind at 1:10.2. The one-two finish upped the 
ante to 79-68. 

In the 100 breaststroke, Styckiewicz, the freshman 
(1:15.32), and Biskup, the senior (1:21.15), placed 
this event into the archives with another one-two fin¬ 
ish. The lead had now swelled to an insurmountable 
89-74 with just the 400-meter free relay remaining 
(Agawam won that event, anyway, for 10 more 
points). 

In the 200-meter free, Adamski (2:08.67) and soph¬ 
omore Matt Gendron (2:18.34) placed second and 
third, respectively. In the 200-meter individual medley, 
Styckiewicz won another first in 2:19.40, and Biskup 
solidified things with a third (2:33.25). 

The 50-meter free belonged to Lagasse (23.63 
seconds), and Dooley added a key third (25.81 sec¬ 
onds). 

Lalli went completely monster in the diving by wip¬ 
ing out his opponent by nearly 45 points in a season¬ 
al best tally of 160.10 points. 

The race of the day - and perhaps the season- was 
a defining moment for both teams. It came in the 100- 
meter butterfly. Sullivan, Lagasse, and a Comp swim¬ 
mer pig-piled for the finish line. Sullivan crossed first 
at 1:03.24, and Lagasse was right behind at 103:43 
for second ... a hair ahead of Comp’s third. 

The score read Agawam 50-35 after this event. 
Comp was able to close by taking a pair of firsts in the 
100-meter free and the 500-meter free (63-54, 
Agawam). Dooley was second in the 100-meter fly 
(1:04.66), and Adamski (5:55.84) and Gendron 
(6:28.35) were second and third, respectively, in the 
500-meter free. 

★ * ★ 

The girls finished the regular season with a 131-45 
loss to Comp (2-8 in the division; 2-10 overall). 

The girls registered five second-place finishes. The 
200-meter medley relay team of sophomore Jessica 
Lalli, freshman Allison Ventulett, senior captain 
Daveen Macsata, and sophomore Jennifer Clark hit a 
time of 2:21.78 for second. 

Junior diver Laura Jutte was second in diving with 
100.15 points. Macsata was second in the 100-meter 
free (1:03.91), and Clark placed second in the 500- 
meter free (7:28.58). 

The final second place came from the 400-meter 
free relay team of freshman Ashley Gabriel, Lalli, 

Clark, and Macsata (4:42.42). 

★ ★ * 

The Western Mass. Swimming & Diving 
Championships are slated for Saturday, February 
22nd, and what’s up for the Brownies will be pre¬ 
viewed in the February 20th edition of The Agawam 
Advertiser News. 

* * * 

Our office will be open on 
Presidents’ Day (Mon., Feb. 17th) 
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HOCKEY - from Page 35 

for the Brownies’ goalie Ryan Zaczynski, who made 
some outstanding saves against the Ludlow forwards. 
At 11:30 into the first period, junior defenseman Chris 
Nyman would go to the penalty box for a minor for 
roughing. Ludlow took advantage of this opportunity 
and scored off a one-timer 50 seconds deep into its 
power play. 

At the start of the second period, captain Mike 
Peetros would get called on a minor for hooking and 
allow another Ludlow power play. Agawam success¬ 
fully survived this time. 

Just about a minute after this power play ended, 
Ludlow would score again, putting them up 2-0. 
Agawam returned the favor, though, and showed pure 
determination after grabbing several rebounds and 
smashing one in, courtesy of junior forward Anthony 
Dimaio. This put the score at 2-1. 

Ten minutes into the second period, Agawam’s 
Chris Roy would go to the box after receiving a minor 
for an elbow. With time running out in their power play, 
Ludlow would barely squeak by Zaczynski's fully 
extended body. 

The second ended with a scary moment for the 
Brownies, as Kyle McGuire went down after a major 
hit. Luckily, he suffered no major injury and left the ice 
on his own accord. 

The third period saw some major emotions by both 
teams’ players after Ludlow scored its fourth and final 
goal three minutes into the third period. Agawam and 
Ludlow players alike were sent to the box for some 
rough play. And although Agawam faced a five-on- 
three power play at one point, it held Ludlow and 

showed some real resolve. 

* * ★ 

Prior to this game, Agawam last played on 
Saturday, February 8th, in a rematch against 
Amherst. 

Sophmore Kyle Gendron had the only goal for the 
Brownies off an assist by Chris Nyman in their 5-1 
loss. Junior goalie Ryan Parker had 13 saves. 

* * ★ 

So far this season, Agawam’s leading scorers are 
Jeff Trauschke with the team’s high - 10 goals; John 
Tisdell and Kyle Gendron with seven apiece; and 
Zach Lapponese with six goals. 

Ryan McGuire leads the team in assists with 10, 
followed in a close second by Tisdell with nine. Kyle 
Gendron has eight assists, and Ben Crum has seven. 

Senior goalie Ryan Zaczynski has a GGA of 4.15. 

Agawam’s next game is away against West 
Springfield on Saturday, 

February 15th. 
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Girls’ basketball vs. Amherst... 

Hurricanes 
blow-thru AHS in 
surprising 58-35 
Valley Wheel win 

by Dave Rollins 

Sports Writer 

It was an ice-cold evening Tuesday as the Agawam 
High girls’ (12-5) basketball team traveled out and far 
to Amherst Regional. The long, cold trip in a drafty 
bus wasn’t worth it. They fell to the Hurricanes, 58-35 
after clobbering them last month by 28 points. That’s 
a 51-point turnover. 

This was a case in point of not shooting for a win. 
Agawam put it up just 39 times in the 32 minutes of 
play, canning 12 balls. 

That wouldn’t do, according to Coach Bronwyn 
Monahan. “You can’t shoot so little and expect to win.” 
she said later. Then Monahan added, “They (referring 
to Amherst) just shot so much.” The ‘Canes seemed 
to put it up from everywhere, hitting 22 of 44. 

Things started out a little close. With Amherst up 
early, 4-2, frosh point guard Kara Powell (13 points) 
hit one of her three treys to make it 6-5, hosts with 
2:35 gone. 

The Brownies zoned up. Amherst tied it at eight, 
then went ahead, 12-8 on 4-8 shooting (as opposed 
to Agawam's 3-7) with 5:41 off the clock. A deuce and 
a three saw the hosts up, 17-12 with 8:12 left. 

This game had to be a bit unsettling for the 
Brownie brain trust. Amherst had a plan - keep things 
low-tempo and freeze Agawam out of its usual run¬ 
ning game, something that burned Amherst when 
they were at Cliff Kibbe Gym last month. The ‘Canes 
led 19-12 at 7:34. 

Then Agawam, for a second or two, looked like the 
Brownies that won 58-28 the last time the two met. 
They executed one of their patented fast breaks off an 
offensive rebound, as Powell (who got the offensive 
board) dished long on the run to a racing All- 
Scholastic sophomore Lauren Peltier, who made the 
bunny. The Brownies stayed alived by scoring on All- 

SEE GIRLS’ BASKETBALL - Page 39 


Want to keep up on all 
the latest news in 
Agawam and Feeding 
Hills? Then be sure to 
subscribe to The 
Agawam Advertiser 
News! A one-year sub¬ 
scription costs only 
$26, so mail your 
check today to “The 
Advertiser News, ” 

P. O. Box 263, Feeding 
Hills, MA 01030... 



DAVID A. MCKAY, M.D. 
OBSTETRICS & GYNECOLOGY 

Mary Seifel, N.P. • Nurse Practitioner 


/ ] Wc’rc open Saturdays! 

n ♦ Complete obstetrical care/High risk pregnancy 

• Adolescent gynecology 

\ / I ® Menopause management 

( I y ® PMS, PMDD treatment 

W i • On-site bone density study (Osteoporosis screening) 

I / • Laparoscopic & laser surgery 

*/ • On-site ultrasounds 

• Accepting most area insurances 

Baystate Medical Office Building ♦ 2 Medical Center Drive Suite 301 • 413 - 794-8500 


Play Falcons Trivia 


Weekly Trivia Contest Winners 
receive 10-ticket Falcon Flexpack 

Grand Prize - Trip for two to see Tampa 
Bay Lightning play Philadelphia Flyers. 

This week’s question: 


Who represented the Falcons at this 
year's AHL games in Portland, Maine? 


\ TRIVIA CONTEST Week 26 

! Answer:_! 

8 Name: ___ 

I 

@ Address:___ 

J Phone: _ 

8 E-mail:___ 

I Mail to: Turley /Fa Icons Trivia, Springfield Civic Center, 
P.0. Box 3190, Springfield, MA01101 


Entries must be received by February 21. 2003. 
One winner per week drawn from cor reel entries. 


If you have any questions, call the Falcons at 413-739-3344 

You can also nlav Falcons Tnvia at www.falconsaht.com 
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AHS girls’ hoop handles Westfield 
Bombers with ease to go 12-4 

by Dave Rollins 
Sports Writer 


The Westfield High girls’ basketball team braved a 
mini snowstorm last Monday evening when they trav¬ 
eled from the Whip City to the confines of Cliff Kibbe 
Gym. 

What they encountered was a waiting storm - the 
Brownie girls, who were in a mood as ugly as the 
weather outside. They were the losers of two straight 
tough league ballgames to Minnechaug and 
Cathedral. 

And they soundly trounced the visiting Bombers, 
55-33, in an instant replay of their 51-25 win over 
Westfield way back on December 27th. 

Agawam went to 12-4 after the non-league game 
and dropped to fourth in the weekly “Fab Five” poll. 
Westfield fell to 2-13. 

The Bombers made a game of it early, surging 
ahead 6-2 with 3:03 off the clock. But the Brownies did 
what they did best from the get-go - run. 

On defense, Agawam zoned up and had All- 
Scholastic sophomore guard Lauren Peltier and All- 
Scholastic forward/senior captain Vicky Taylor on the 
points in the press. Westfield made an effort to try and 
counter the Agawam defenders. The Bombers took a 
10-6 lead with 5:43 gone. 

But a quick 5-0 run had the hosts ahead 11-10 with 
8:56 left in the first half. From the 7:04 mark, Agawam 
employed their press with frosh point guard Kara 
Powell, All-Scholastic small forward Meghan Kelly (a 
junior), and sophomore Elise Davilli working that 
defense to perfection. Agawam led 13-10. 

Two-for-two from the line by Taylor gave Agawam a 
15-11 lead with 5:10 to go. Then Westfield broke the 
press and came on to trail 15-13 with 3:37 reft. 

Sophomore forward Stacy Boisvert, who had nine 
of her game points in the first half, drained a deuce at 
2:45, helping the Brownies to a 17-13 lead. 

But somehow, Westfield got some new life and tied 
it at 17 with 1:01 to go. 

Boisvert, playing inspired ball, collected one of her 
seven total rebounds off the offensive boards and 
dumped it in as time wore down. She got hacked and 
went one-for-one from the strip making it 20-17, hosts. 
That score stood until halftime. 

Agawam came out in the first two minutes of the 
third half going 1 -2 from the field as opposed to 1 -4 for 
the Bombers, taking a 22-19 lead. 

Agawam had been in a zone for most of the game 
and switched over to a man-to-man defense. One of 
the Brownies working hard on ‘D' was junior guard 
Ashley Velosky. 

On offense, Westfield tried to post up. But the 
Brownie big kids in the paint, Taylor, Strole, and Tory 
Lyons, plus Boisvert, would have none of it. 


The Brownie offense got in gear with 3:37 gone as 
Peltier (10 points) and Lyons (10 points) drained two 
deuces to make it 26-19 hosts. 

Agawam got into its press again and led 28-21 with 
3:51 gone. Then Peltier and Lyons, a deadly duo in 
this one, canned a couple shots apiece. Agawam, 
banking on its frustrations from the last two games, 
didn't let up. On 10-17 from the field, coupled with 3- 
10 by the Bombers, the Brownies jumped ahead, 38- 
25, with 8:08 to play. 

Peltier got two with 6:30 to go, making it 40-27, 
Brownies. Then junior guard Meg Gloster hit a trey. 
The Brownies weren’t shy from beyond the arc in this 
one, hitting one out of 12 three-point efforts. Agawam 
led 45-29 at the 4:15 mark. 

The Brownies shot lights out in the second 16 min¬ 
utes (16-29, 55 percent). It was 48-33, Agawam, with 
1:25 left as it went 13-26 from the field to that point. 
Westfield enjoyed limited success, 5-16. Agawam 
stayed hot and Westfield continued cold as the game 
ended 55-33, Brownies. 

The Brownies had something to prove in this one. 
“Yeah, the two straight losses were tough and we real¬ 
ly needed to get back on the winning track,” Agawam 
girls’ Coach Bronwyn Monahan smiled after it went 
into the record books. 

BROWNIE INDIVIDUALS: Boisvert, 4-4 field 
goals, 1-1 free throws, 9 points, 7 rebounds, 3 
offense, 1 assist; Davilli, 2-6 fgs, 0-1 3’s, 1-2 fts, 5 pts, 

3 rebs, 1 assist; Peltier, 5-12 fgs, 0-3 3’s, 10 pts, 2 
rebs, 1 offense, 4 assists; Lyons, 5-5 fgs, 10 pts, 8 
rebs, 4 offense, 1 assist; Strole -1-2 fgs, 2-4 fts, 4 pts, 

4 offensive rebs, 1 assist; Gloster, 3-5 fgs, 1-3 3’s, 7 
pts, 1 offense, 1 assist; Powell, 1-9 fgs, 0-3 3’s, 0-2 
fts, 5 pts, 3 rebs, 3 assists; Taylor, 1-2 fgs, 3-4 fts, 5 
pts, 4 rebs, 1 assist; Kelly, 1-4 fgs, 0-1 3’s, 1-3 fts, 3 
pts; Velosky, 0-4 fgs, 0-1 3’s, 0 pts. 

Aaawam team : 22-51 fgs, 45%, 1-12 3’s, 8%, IQ- 
17 fts, 53% - 55 pts, 30 rebs, 13 offensive, 14 
turnovers, 2 pts allowed off turnovers. 

Westfield team : 12-34 fgs, 29 %, 9-12 fts, 75%, 0- 
3’s - 33 pts, 15 rebs, 2 offensive, 12 turnovers, 6 pts 
allowed off turnovers. 

JV’S LOSE A HEARTBREAKER : 

The Brownie JVs entertained the young Bombers 
and it wasn't very entertaining for the hosts as they 
came away with a 52-44 overtime loss. 

Agawam led by 10 with eight minutes left in regula¬ 
tion. But the Bombers crawled back, 35-32, with two 
minutes left and tied it at 35 at the 1:16 mark, which 
was all that they would need down the stretch. 

Scorers for the JVs were Katie Gorman - 33, Steph 
Brunell - 10, and Keeley Conte - 6. 
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Scholastic junior Meghan Kelly’s free throw and 
another Powell three to tie the score at 19 with 5:50 
left. 

Amherst went up by two, 21-19. But the Brownies 
went into a full-court press led by the hustling Meghan 
Gloster and Powell. 

The pressure paid off as Powell (who went 3-4 
from the arc during the duration) drained a triple with 
3:31 left, giving Agawam its only lead of the game, 22- 
21 . 

Amherst took the lead, 25-22 on a trey of its own 
as time ran out. A free throw saw them carry a 26-22 
lead into the locker room at the half, and they never 
looked back. 

This was an incentive game for the Hurricanes; 
they needed a win to make the playoffs. That fact 
maybe explained why they just outplayed Agawam in 
the final 16 minutes after the Brownies put a scare 
into them towards the end of the first half. They start¬ 
ed strong, but snapped out of it. After All-Scholastic 
senior captain Vicky Taylor hit a deuce and a foul shot 
(after the 6’ senior got hacked), Amherst sat on a 27- 
25 lead and went ahead, 33-25 on 3-5 shooting as the 
visitors managed 1-5. 

The ‘Canes zoned up and blocked out. Agawam 
had no rebounds after 3:11 ticked off the clock. 
Amherst pulled down six plus one off the offensive 
glass. 

Up 40-28 off a hoop from an offensive rebound with 
8:53 to go (they out-rebounded the Brownies, 18-13 
in the second half), Amherst increased its lead to 44- 
SI at 6:39. A 4-1 run made it 48-32, ‘Canes with four 
minutes left. The Brownies displayed no energy. 

Amherst’s slowdown tactics had lulled them to 
sleep, and it was over when the ‘Canes went on a 10- 
2 run to end it, making the playoffs and avenging that 
58-26 loss to Agawam on January 24th. Agawam 
went to 12-5, 3-3. Amherst rose to 10-7, 1-5. Both 
teams are in the Valley Wheel, a league that has all of 
its five teams in the playoffs. 

AGAWAM INDIVIDUALS: Kelly, 0-1 field goals, 0- 
3's, 1-2 free throws, 1 point, 1 offensive rebound, 1 
assist; Peltier, 2-10 fgs, 1-3 3’s, 2-3 fts, 9 pts, 4 rebs 
(2 offensive), 2 assists; Davilli, 2-6 fgs, 0-3 3’s, 4 pts, 
2 rebs; Strole, 1-3 fgs, 0-3 3’s, 1-2 fts, 3 pts, 3 rebs; 
Taylor, 2-7 fgs, 0-3 3’s, 1-1 fts, 5 pts, 2 rebs; Powell, 
4-12 fgs, 3-4 3’s, 2-4 fts, 13 pts, 1 off reb, 2 assists. 

Agawam Team: 12-39 fgs, 4-7 3’s (57%), 7-12 fts 
(58%), 23 rebs (4 offensive), 10 turnovers, 5 pts 
allowed off TO’s. 

Amherst Team: 22-44 fgs (50%), 1-3 3’s (33%), 
13-21 fts (61%), 58 pts, 24 rebs (8 offensive), 6 
turnovers, 2 pts allowed off TO’s. 

Weight Watchers 
meetings held at 
Fitness First on 
Friday evenings 

Fitness First is now holding Weight Watchers 
meetings on Friday nights from 6:00 to 7:00 p.m. 

All Weight Watchers participants are welcome to 
take the beginner Spinning class that follows each 
meeting at 7:15 p.m. (a half-hour class). There is a 
small fee for non-Fitness First members. 

For more information on how you can become a 
part of this group, please call Denise at Fitness First 
at (413) 786-1460. 


******* 


If you have dropped off any photos to our office for Boy Scout 
activities, sporting events, etc., please pick them up after they 
appear in The Agawam Advertiser News. Thank you... 



(413) 747-5555 or 
(413) 569-1920 

Adults $8.50 
Student/Youth $6.50 
Under 4 Free!!! 


MASSACHUSETTS 
TWISTERS 

at the Coliseum 
Sat., Feb. 15th 
Twisters Vs. 
Connecticut FC 

Doors Open at 7PM - Pro Indoor Soccer 

at the Eastern States Fair Ground!!! 

WWW.MASSTWISTERS.COM 


* * * 


Check our 
classfied 
ads ... A AN!!! 


m. 


II 


Basketball Hall of 
Fame Birthday Parties! 



MVP 

$14.99 pnr child (12 O'lonl* minimum w/3 mlult cluipnronoa) 
Pnckago Includes: 
ns Birthday Invitations 

HD Party host/hostnss 
HD Bankotbatl llall of Tamo admission 
ED Use of sports thomo party room for 2 hours 

_ 


Call for information 

413-532-0229 


m. 


HD Piun. hot dog. hnmliuroor or cliuosoburnor. frioo. sodo 
tin ptntos. cups, utnnsllo. napkins 
ED 2 tokens per child for "Tako-A-Shot" nnmns 
GD Birthday cako b candles 

ED Souvenir toy pnr child 

HD rrnn admission nnd mcnl for the Birthday Child 


m. 


* McDonald's In Ttelone Restaurant 


uIj'.U 


lose Wal tolombas Arc 
SprtBtfilCld, NA 0110S 


m 
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AHS boys’ hoop 
on doorstep for 

Division I 

playoff berth 

by Bill Bellico 

Sports Writer 

The Agawam High boys’ basketball team is on a 
hot streak again after two straight wins to put its 
record at 9-8. Now only one win away from a post¬ 
season bid in Division I with three games left to play, 
Agawam is looking good to qualify for the first time in 
six years. 

Agawam had dropped two in a row against 
Minnechaug and East Longmeadow, ending its five- 
game winning streak. These last two victories showed* 
that Agawam may have temporarily been down, but is 
definitely not out. 

The first of the two victories came on Thursday, 
February 6th, against Northampton. Agawam crushed 
its opponents, 73-48. Agawam clearly had .the upper 
hand due to four missing Northampton starters. 

Big in this game for Agawam was junior Justin 
Perry with his career-high 15 points. 

Sophomore point guard Tim Culhane had 16 (hit¬ 
ting four huge treys), while team scoring leader Mario 
Maloni added 11, Casey Federico put up 12, and Tom 
Gorman had seven points for the Brownies. 

* * * 

Next up, Agawam was on fire for "Senior Night" as 
they took on Dean Tech at home on February 11th. 
Expectations ran high, as the Brownies hoped to gain 
another win for their second meeting of the season. 
Unfortunately, Agawam Coach Mike Vedovelli was 
unable to attend the game due to a death in the fam- 
i |y . 

"You could clearly see a dark cloud hanging over 
the players,” said Assistant Coach Tom Smyth, who 
took over Vedovelli’s leading role for the game. “Even 
though we tried to keep it festive since it was ‘Senior 
Night,’ you could clearly see how distracted the play¬ 
ers were over their coach’s situation,” Smyth added. 

SEE BOYS’ BASKETBALL - Page 41 
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Boys’5th/6th grade basketball... 

Warriors win three more to run their 
record to 10-3 in ABO/Sacred Heart 


Your Agawam Warriors have been the terror of the 
league as of late, beating all who attempt to challenge 
them. 

Holy Cross came in to visit the Warriors but wished 
they hadn’t, leaving with a devastating loss ... 33-15. 

In this game, all of the Warriors would add points to 
the score. Leading the way was Stephen Johnson 
with seven, followed by Joe Toto, Tony Rescigno, and 
Robert McGeoghan with four. Mike Rigali, Robert 
DeCosmo, Tyler Alves, Joe Roy, and Eric Mercure 
each chipped in with two points. 

The Warriors never let this game get close, and 
they led at the half by the score of 17-7. 

The next opponent for the Warriors was St. Mary’s 
of Longmeadow in Longmeadow. St. Mary’s was sure 
to let the Warriors know that this game would be a 
tough one, and a tough one it was! 

The defense on both sides of the ball was tough. 
The Warriors were held to only seven points in the first 
half, trailing St. Mary’s by three (the score was 10-7). 

During the second half, the Warriors would make 
sure this game would turn around in their favor. They 


outscored St. Mary’s 19 to 13, thus bringing this game 
to a tie with 1.5 seconds left before overtime. Center 
Kyle Craig would have nothing to do with overtime; he 
hit a game-winning bucket at the buzzer to put a win 
in the Warrior column. What an exciting end to an 
exciting game! 

The latest victim to fall to the Warriors was First 
Lutheran of Holyoke by the score of 26-13. 

Joe Toto led the Warriors’ scoring drive with eight, 
followed by Tony Rescigno with four; Robert 
McGeoghan and Tyler Alves with three; and Mike 
Rigali, Robert DeCosmo, Joe Roy, and Foster Alston 
with two apiece. 

Defensively, Eric Mercure, Stephen Johnson, and 
Kyle Craig were strong under the boards. They 
grabbed rebounds and got the ball to the Warrior 
guards, thus allowing their teamamtes to work their 
strong Warrior offense. 

Coaches Paul Rescigno and Anthony Toto have 
been pleased with the play of the Warriors as of late, 
and they will start the gearing up for the playoffs and 
future tournament play. Go, Warriors!!! 


Meet WWE’s Lilian Garcia at 
Parks & Rec. Night with Spfld. Falcons 


The Springfield Falcons are announcing that the 
next Parks & Recreation Group Night (sponsored by 
the Agawam Parks & Recreation Department) is 
scheduled for Saturday, February 22nd vs. Bridgeport 
at 7:30 p.m. 

There will be FREE public skating following the 
game, as well as the opportunity to meet World 
Wrestling Entertainment ring announcer and 
Universal recording artist Lilian Garcia. 

(Garcia will perform the National Anthem and be 
available for an autograph session during the first 


Best local 
news with us... 


intermission.) 

The Agawam Parks & Recreation Depart-ment is 
offering one great discounted price ticket of $8.50 for 
either adults or kids, with 50 cents of each ticket sold 
going back to the Recreation Department for other 
youth recreational activities. 

All ticket purchases for the game must be made by 
12:00 noon on Friday, February 21st. 

For further information, call the Agawam Parks & 
Recreation Department weekdays at 821-0513. 



Play Falcons Trivia 

■ 

&0 


K 

I 

SIL 


245 Springfield St. * Agawam * 413-786-0430 

WINTER SUPER SAVER SPECIALS!! 


NEW SATURDAY HOURS: 8 AM - 4 PM 


Weekly Trivia Contest Winners 
receive 10-ticket Falcon Flexpack 

Grand Prize - Trip for two to see Tampa 
Bay Lightning play Philadelphia Flyers. 

This week's question' 


Which NHL team did Falcons head coach 
Marty McSorley win 2 Stanley Cups with? 


LUBE OIL CHANGE 

Service Includes 

Up to 5 Qts Of Motorcraft Oil. New Motorcraft 
Oil Filter, Check Fluids 
And Tire Pressure 


$ 19.95 


Plus tax & environmental fee. Must present coupon 
at time of service. EXPIRES 2-28-03 
No Appointment Necessary 
Coupons not valid with any other offers. 


WINTER SERVICE 
SPECIAL 

Oil & Filter Change Up To 5 Quarts 
Tire Rotation. Brake Inspection 
Check All Belts & Hoses. Inspect Air & Cabin 
Filters, Top Off All Fluids 


$ 34.95 


Plus tax & environmental fee. Must present coupon at 
time ot service. EXPIRES 2-28-03 
No Appointment Necessary. 

Coupons not valid with any other offers. 


WE SERVICE ALL FORD-LINCOLN-MERCURY CARS AND 
TRUCKS UP TO F750 

Large Selection of New & Used Cars & Trucks 

www. s a ratford. co m 


TRIVIA CONTEST Week 25 

Answer: _ 

Name: _ 

Address:_ 

Phone: _ 

E-mail:_ 

Mail to: Turley/Falcons Trivia, Springfield Civic Center, 
P.0. Box 3190, Springfield, MA 01101 


Entries must be received by February 14, 2003. 
One winner per week drawn from correct entries. 


If you have any questions, call the Falcons at 413-739-3344 

Vou can also play Falcons Tiivia at www.falconsahl.com 



NOW IN 2 CONVENIENT LOCATIONS! 

245 Sprinfield St., Agawam (at SARAT FORD) 

413 - 786-5882 

385 Memorial Drive, Chicopee 

(across from Admiral DW’s) 

413 - 594-7400 

www.rentallstar.com 
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In Tri-Parish Bowling... 


The Agawam Advertiser News 


A “strange” match enables 
Holy Cross to remain in first place 


On Monday, January 27th, Holy Cross split with the 
bye team (#1 - Catholic University), 2-2, to remain in 
first place via a “strange" match during round three of 
the Tri-Parish Bowling League. 

CU took the first two strings by seven and six, but 
HC took the third by 17 to win the total pinfall. 

Roiling well for HC were sub Stan “The Man" 
Knappe, who ran off a 316 with a high single of 127; 
John ‘Sunshine' Loncrini, who hit a 346 with a 120 
high single; and Steve “Quiet Man” Rovithis, who 
rolled a 343 total with a high single of 125. 

HC took the total pinfall by only four pins. 

* * * 

Catholic University ran over Fordham in their regu¬ 
lar match, 3-1 

Rolling well for F’ham were Barb “Wire" Howard, 
who ran off two strings of 108 but fell to an 82 for a 
298 total. Debb.e “Mighty" Poirier was not feeling up 
to par and ran off a 277 night. “Jolly" Oily Muldrew 
was going reai strong with strings of 118 and 122, but 
he couldn’t do but an 84 for a 324 total. 

For CU, it was Jim “Big Mac" McCormack with a 
301 and a high single of 119, and Lance “Lightning” 
Poirer, who was on for this night by hitting strings of 
134, 111, and 125 for a great 370. Stella “Star" 
Barbieri and Mark “Up” Edwards contributed to the 
total pinfall with above-average scores of 277 and 
276. 

The total pinfall went to CU by 92 pins. 

* * * 

Georgetown went into second place with a 4-0 
shutout over Notre Dame. 

For ND, only Neil “Slippery” Serven went over the 
300 mark - a nice 343 with strings of 115, 117, and 
111 . 

For GT, Paula ‘Wild Thing" Burke ran off a 336 total 


with strings of 117, 92, and 127, and Rich "Golden" 
Snyder had a big night, hitting strings of 120, 134, and 
119 for a 373 to lead all bowlers for this night. 

The total pinfall for this match went to GT by 61 
pins. Afour-pins-a-string handicap couldn’t help ND in 
this match. 

* ★ ★ 

St. Louis won over St. Mary, 3-1, in a fairly close 
match (except for the first string that went to St. L by 
40 pins). 

St M won the second string by eight, but they lost 
the third by six to give St. L the total pinfall by 38 pins. 

Only Jon “Money” Robarge for St. M was over the 
300 mark with a 322 total (his 129 second string gave 
St. M their only point). 

For St. L, everyone contributed. Tom “Thumb" 
Massotti had a 308; Maybeth "Ms. Consistent” 
Coughlin hit 304; Terry “Tiger" Cerpovice rolled a 287; 
and sub Kevin "Fast Ball" Muldrew (son of “Luscious" 
Lou) had a nice 340 with strings of 115, 112, and 113. 

St. M. couldn’t use the 10-pins-a-string handicap, 
except in the second string. 


So, after five weeks of rolling in round three, the 
standings read like this: 


Holy Cross 

14-6 

Georgetown * 

13- 7 

St. Louis 

10-10 

Notre Dame * 

9-11 

Catholic University 

9-11 

Fordham 

9-11 

St. Mary 

9-11 

Bye Team 

(* Round Winners) 

7-13 
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Win a chance to be 
official “ball boy or 
girl” at Celtics vs. 
Wizards game 

Don’t miss this opportunity to join the Boston 
Celtics as the official “ball boy/girl” at the April 6th 
Celtics vs. Wizards game (Michael Jordan's team). 

This lucky boy or girl between the ages of 12 and 
18 will also receive an autographed basketball by the 
entire Celtics team, an official t-shirt and hat, two 
floor-seat tickets for that evening’s game, and his or 
her name announced on the big screen. 

Please join us for the Ninth Annual Dinner Dance 
for Epilepsy Awareness on Saturday, March 8th, at 
Chez Josef. This is just one of the many exciting 
“silent auction” items this year. For more information, 
please contact Carol Pietroniro at 786-9452. 


BOYS’ BASKETBALL - from Page 40 

Even though Agawam did have to deal with these 
circumstances, they were still able to outplay Dean 
Tech. “While we were only up by five at the half, we 
were able to pull it together in the second,” said 
Smyth. 

Agawam’s defensive play would have a lot to do 
with its success in the second half. "I told the guys 
that they needed to go inside on defense because 
they had been passing it there," commented Smyth. 
“And that plan was successful in getting us some 
steals that led to a great turnaround." 

The big story of the night was Tim Culhane, who 
had a career-high 20 points with five assists to boot. 
This is the second game in a row that Culhane has 
led the Brownies in points. 

Justin Perry matched his season-high score of the 
previous game with 15. Casey Federico added 12 
points, and Mario Maloni had 11 points (putting up 
three three-pointers). Andrew Wynne also contributed 
nine points. 

Agawam goes on the road for its final three games, 
taking on Westfield High, Greenfield, and Chicopee 
Comp. The game against Westfield is on Thursday, 
February 13th (presstime), followed by the games 
against Greenfield on Monday, February 17th, and 
against Chicopee Comp on Wednesday, February 
19th. 


If you visit the Advertiser News’ office at 23 Southwick Street, 
Feeding Hills (above Remillard Insurance), please note that 
our main entrance is in the back. Please park on the side 
of the building and use the back entrance. Thank you... 



SPRINGF1EID 

FALCONS 

B3GDCK5Y 

febi4 

US LOUiell 7:35 pm 

feb 15 

us Bridgeport 7:35 pm 


Celebrity Waiters 

February 12,5:30-8 pm 
Pasquale's Uistorante 
642 north main StFeet, East Eongmeadow 
proceeds to benefit Springfield Falcons Charities, Inc. 

falconsahI.com 

41 3-787-6600 
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Bob Longo Construction 

28 Years Specializing In Kitchens And Additions 

Free Custom Design 

Agawam * 789-0758 

•Add A Second Story To Your Home - Or A Dormer 
•Turn Your Existing Basement Into A Family Room & Bath 
‘Porches & Sunrooms 

•Add Living Space With A Custom Designed Deck 

'Mastic Vinyl Siding 

'Window Relacement, Vinyl Or Wood 

All Backed By Bob Longo’s Reputation For Quality & Dependability 

FULLY INSURED - FREE ESTIMATES 

All Work Completed Quickly & Efficiently 


Bill Spea r’s Tree Service 

Since 1979 


IPKgENERALHKiJ 

[carpentryI 


Free Estimates 


Patronize 
Your Local 

Businesses 


Northeast Builders / 

Rick Pfeffer V 

4 Lenox Street, Feeding Hills 

S 

* Roofing * Siding * Kitchens & Baths * Additions * Major R< 

789-1150 

Reg. No. 116963; Const. Sup. No. 000450 

Free Estimates... Fully Licensed and Insured 


Strain Family 

\/EQUESTRIAN CENTEkN/ 

18 Vining Hill Road, 

Southwick, MA 

• Boarding • Lessons • Training • Sales 

English & Western Riding Lessons Available - 

^Located behind 
Big Y/Ames Plaza 


MA License #E40548 


PETE'S PE,EKl 
PAPER & PAINT 


CT License #E188494 


CHAD FULLAM 
ELECTRIC 

Residential * Commercial * Industrial 
Voice * Data 

Phone: (413) 786-6226 _ 


Ponies for 
Parties 


• Interior & Exterior Painting • Wallpapering 
Textured Ceilings • Sponge Painting • Drywall Repairs 
• Any General Household Repairs 
...SATISFACTION GUARANTEED! 

(413) 343-7373 

170 South Boulevard«West Springfield, MA 01089 


WEEKEND EMERGENCY SERVICE 
RESIDENTIAL * COMMERCIAL 
SALES. REPAIR, INSTALLATION 
Broken Springs, Tracks & Cables 
Replaced * Sectional Replacement 
Wo rocommond GENIEPRO (Autnomoa s»«n> dm*) 


Suffriti 

Construction Co 

Custom Homes 
and Additions 

Insured and Licensed 
Many Referrals - Excellent Reputation 

786-5516 


Feeding Hills 
& Westfield 

All trucks are radio dispatched. 
Fully Insured 
Liability A Markers Camp. 


of Suffie Id 


Joseph Conte, Jr. 
General 
Manager 


FAX - 789-7305 

www.contodoor.com 
Wo toko VISA & MC 


♦Boarding *Lessons *Sales *Training 
♦Large Indoor Arena *New Equine 
Exercise Riding Program For Women 
♦Di scounted Lesson Packages Availabl e 

Children’s Winter Riding And 
Horsemanship Camp - Feb. 17th-21st 


John F. Walsh 

Certified Public Accountant 

567 Springfield Street 
Feeding Hills 


Visit our Website and Financial Information Center 

www.jfwalshcpa.com 


For an appointment please call 


786-3009 


Frozen Lawns And No Leaves 
Make This The Best And 
Least Expensive Time 
For Treework! 


£2*2 Worry 


Senior Citizen Specialist & Discount 

Reg. And Fully Insured By Bresnahan Ins. 


Year-Round 
24 Hour 
Emergency 
Storm Service 


ADDITIONS * RENOVATIONS 
CUSTOM DECKS ' NEW CONSTRUCTION 

Fully insured 

Lie. #051 OH 1 


Don chartikk 
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Classifieds 


SERVICES 

BILL SPEAR’S 
TREE SERVICE: 

Complete tree 
removal, trimming. 
Land cleared. Senior 
citizen discount. 
FREE ESTIMATES. 
Fully insured. “Your 
Hometown LEADER 
Since 1979.” Call 
786-5081. 

DAVIID’S WINDOW 
CLEANING AND 
JANITORIAL 

Mother’s Little 
Helper! Floors 
waxed, rugs sham¬ 
pooed, walls 
washed. Commercial 
& residential. Call 
Paul Ferrarini, (413) 
786-4436. 

GARIBIAN ELEC¬ 
TRIC: Fuses to cir¬ 
cuit breakers, pools, 
additions, cable & 
phone outlets. 
Prompt service. 

Fully insured; free 
estimates. 10% sen¬ 
ior discount. (413) 
781-4376 or (413) 
733-4466. 

PAUL’S TREE SER¬ 
VICE: Fully insured, 
free estimates. 
Removal, pruning, 
planting, stump 
grinding, firewood, 
backhoe. Senior citi¬ 
zen discount; 24- 
hour emergency 
service. 17 years 
experience. Call 
Paul Cocchi, 547- 
0343. 

NORTHEAST 
BUILDERS: Custom 
homes & remodeling 
(since 1975). Fully 
insured & licensed. 
Rick Pfeffer, 4 Lenox 
St., Feeding Hills, 
MA 01030. Reg. No. 
116963; Const. Sup. 


No. 000450. (413) 
789-1150. 

SUFFRITI CON¬ 
STRUCTION CO.: 

New homes and 
additions. Insured 
and licensed. Many 
referrals. 786-5516. 

TRASH REMOVAL: 

Garages, attics, & 
cellars cleaned out. 
Lawn service, 
unwanted items, 
metal removal. 
Insured. Call Mr. T’s 
Cleaning Svc. 

Phone 789-0540, 
beeper 735-4535. 

PAINTING, STAIN¬ 
ING: Exterior, interi¬ 
or. Your home or 
business. Quality 
work, reasonable 
rates. Call Joe at 
(413) 786-5912. 

LICENSED ELEC¬ 
TRICIAN: All types 
of work. Insured; 
free estimates; 35 
yrs. License 
E16303. Call Jim, 
782-6989. 

SPRINGFIELD 

TURNVEREIN: 

Catering to wed¬ 
dings, banquets, 
parties, and recep¬ 
tions. Two rooms 
available with seat¬ 
ing up to 250 peo¬ 
ple. 176 Garden 
Street, Feeding Hills, 
786-0924. 

SAPELLI CON¬ 
CRETE: Specializing 
in residential proj¬ 
ects (patios, pool 
pads, stairs, side¬ 
walks, etc.). 30 yrs. 
exp.; fully insured. 
789-3787. 

BOB LONGO CON¬ 
STRUCTION: 27 

years specializing in 


kitchens and addi¬ 
tions. Free custom 
design. Fully 
insured, free esti¬ 
mates. In Agawam, 
789-0758. 

CHARTIER’S GEN¬ 
ERAL CARPEN¬ 
TRY: We take the 
worry out of building. 
Additions; new con¬ 
struction; renova¬ 
tions; custom decks. 
Lie. no. 051681; fully 
insured. Don 
Chartier, owner. 

(413) 789-7011. 

IT’S SNOWBLOW¬ 
ER TUNE-UPTIME: 

A & M Small Engine 
Repairs for all your 
lawn & garden 
equipment needs. 
Free pick-up and 
delivery. 568-2582. 

CONTE DOOR 
SERVICE, INC.: 

“We Sell The Best & 
Service The Rest.” 
Sales, repair, instal¬ 
lation. Residential & 
commercial; week¬ 
end emergency 
service. 786-1800/ 
568-4655. (Fax 789- 
7305; www.conte- 
door.com .) 

VERMETTE AUTO 
BODY INC.: Since 
1979. All new con¬ 
venient location - 
223 Garden St., 
Feeding Hills. All 
insurance compa¬ 
nies; collision and 
windshield. Claims 
welcome; guaran¬ 
teed repairs (RS- 
1842). 786-8226. 

CHAD FULLAM 
ELECTRIC: 

Commercial & resi¬ 
dential - A to Z. New 
construction, addi¬ 
tions, remodels to 
include service 


changes, all wiring 
for electric, compu¬ 
ter, phone and cable 
lines. Licensed and 
insured. (413) 786- 
6226. 


painting and wallpa¬ 
pering done to your 
specifications at 
reasonable rates. 
Free estimate. 
Senior discount. 

Call 739-4947. 


ings for infants 
(school age). 
Nutritious meals and 
snacks provided. 
Partnership Subsidy 
and NFWC 


JOHN F. WALSH - 
CERTIFIED PUBLIC 
ACCOUNTANT: 569 

Springfield Street, 
Feeding Hills. Visit 
our Website and 
Financial Information 
Center - www.jfwal- 


“MISTER DO ALL”: 

Decks, walls, doors, 
windows, kitchens, 
baths ... fix or make. 
Call Skip at (413) 
537-1214. 


Vouchers accepted. 
Accredited program. 
Lie. #194223. Call 

821-0986. 

FOR RENT 


shcpa.com . For an 
appointment, please 
call (413) 786-3009. 

WISHING ROCK 
FARM OF SUF- 
FIELD: Full Service 
Equestrian Center. 
Boarding; Lessons; 
Sales; Training; 
Large Indoor Arena 
Offering English & 
Western; New 
Equine Exercise 
Riding Program For 
Women; Winter 
Camps For Children; 
Discounted Lesson 
Packages Available. 
Call 1-860-668- 
2307. 

BISHOP PAINT & 
PAPER: Interior 


THE STRAIN FAMI¬ 
LY EQUESTRIAN 
CENTER: Boarding, 
lessons, training, 
sales. Ponies for 
parties. English and 
Western riding les¬ 
sons available. 18 
Vining Hill Road, 
Southwick, MA 
(located behind Big 
Y/Ames Plaza). 

(413) 569-5797. 

DAYCARE 

FEEDING HILLS 
DAY CARE: Has full 
or part-time open- 

* * * 

Best local news 
with us, each and 
every week... 


CONDO FOR RENT: 

Two-bedroom condo 
located in Castle 
Hills condominiums, 
Agawam. Available 
for rent. Please con¬ 
tact (413) 789-1954. 

WANTED 

WANTED TO BUY: 

Ranch-style condo 
at Castle Hills, Aga¬ 
wam. Please call 
Karen, (413) 739- 
5896. 

LUDLOW FOR SALE - 
5-Room THouse condo 9- 
Mos. Old. All Apps. 1-Car 
Garage. Near Randall's, 
Coutry Atmosphere. Call 
413-583-5779 For Details 


ADVERTISING 

ACCOUNT 

EXECUTIVE 


Turley Publications, Inc. 


Come and join our team. Turtey Pifciications Inc. is the fastest 
growing pitlsher in Western Mass. With 14 weekly and two 
monthly magazines we have opportunities for experienced 
advertising and marketing executives. Pleasant working condi¬ 
tions, competitive compensation and benefits, 401k. 

Send resume to: 

Kirk Davis 
V.P. of Publishing 
Turley Publications Inc. 

24 Water St, Palmer, MA01069 
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Bring Your Family to Meet furs! 

Join us in our 1 s * Annual 

FAMILY FITNESS ill 

Saturday, February 22 nd 
9am - 5pm 


► Workout for Free (ages 12 & up) Cardio & Weights 9am-5pm! 

► Try playing racquetball with your family! 

► Free Family Swim in our beautiful indoor heated pool from 1-3pm! 

► Kid’s Pizza Party 3 - 4pm! 

► Kid’s Clubhouse childcare (age 1-6) while parent works out 9am-4pm! 

► Try a Beginner Spinning Class (Indoor Cycling) @ 11am!* 

► Try taking a STEP class @ 9am! 

Special Family $99 Enrollment Offer - Bne Day Only! (Reg. $325) 

*Please call ahead to reserve a space in class. Certain restrictions apply. 

Children must be accompanied by a parent at all times. 

IQ RO I li i JJ 

HEALTH & FITNESS CENTER 

• • 

60 North Westfield Street, Feeding Hills, MA 01030 * 413.786.1460 

www.fitnessfirsthealthclub.com 



















